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Where have all the pages gone?
You will have noticed that this month’s Small Printer is a little bit 
thinner than usual. There is one very good reason for this. We 
simply do not receive enough copy from the you, the members, 

to fill the magazine any more.

It is obvious that the Society is full of people with vast knowledge 
and experience and a host of interesting stories and reminiscences, 
but sadly most of you are reluctant to share these in the pages 
of Small Printer. Likewise, members with less experience must 
have hundreds of questions that they would like to see answered. 

Well send them in!

We don’t expect everyone to submit scholarly essays full of nuggets 
of highbrow revelations. Quite the reverse; even an interesting 
photo with a few descriptive lines, a question that you can’t find 
the answer to or just an amusing anecdote are just as eagerly 

devoured by Small Printer’s discerning readers.

So please, get writing, and quick!
Should we see a noticeable, and regular, increase in the amount 
of material sent in then we should be able to return to our usual 
pagination within a couple of months. However, should this 
request for more contributions fall on deaf ears, then we expect 

the pagination to decrease even further.

The future of Small Printer is in your hands
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Views expressed by individual authors are not necessarily the views of the Society. All advertisements are accepted in good faith, the Society cannot take 
responsibility regarding the condition of the goods sold from the advertisements nor can it vouch for the accuracy of any statements in any advertisement.
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A new year and new decade begins. 
I would like to wish you all a 
wonderful New Year and hope you 

continue to enjoy reading British Printer. 
We have unfortunately had a drop off in 
articles received from members which 
has resulted in a reduced pagination for 
this issue. I have written a piece for the 
February issue which I hope will be of 
interest, but would love to receive articles 
from more members this year. I am sure 
there are many interesting articles waiting 
to be written, make 2020 the year you 
start typing. Tell us how your interest in 
print began, what you do, items you print, 
successes and failures. There are many 
subjects that appeal to our membership.

One concern for the future in printing 
is training, which I believe has been 
undervalued for some time. There was 
some worrying news last month. After 
a lengthy process spanning four years 
of BPIF British Printing Industries 
Federation) and industry input, the 
Print Trailblazer Level 3 apprenticeship 
scheme finally won government 
approval in May via the Institute for 
Apprenticeships and Technical Education 
(IfATE). Yet just over six months later 
Print Technician (Level 3) has been 
included in a review of 30 standards, which 
aims to reduce the number of ‘process’ 
occupations, defined as something being 
manufactured.

‘We do not believe there is sufficient 
overlap in the standards for consolidation 
and we believe that there is a risk that 
standards will be devalued for the industry 
if they are not sufficiently specific,’ the 
BPIF warned. Programme Director Ursula 
Daly commented ‘It is so frustrating after 
we’ve spent four years working through 
this. After the happiness and relief when 
we got it across the line earlier this year, 

it is so very disappointing for it now to be 
included in this review.’

Although modern printing is not the 
craft it once was, the younger generation 
need to be drawn to the industry and see 
it as a worthwhile future for them. Lack 
of adequate training will turn them away. 
I was fortunate to have thorough training 
as an apprentice which stood me in good 
stead throughout my career.

This brings me to training in our world. 
Are there members out there who would 
like to learn more about various processes? 
This magazine will continue to help 
with sharing member’s knowledge and 
expertise but I would be interested to know 
if you feel there is not enough training for 
the hobby printer. Various courses are 
available which we could put you in touch 
with and branch meetings are of course, a 
great way to learn more.

Have a wonderful 2020 and keep 
printing!

FROM THE EDITOR TIM VERNON (10772)
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CHRISTMAS CARDS

44

Some Christmas 
cards printed by 
Society members. 
Clockwise  
from top left:  
Andrew Dolinski, 
Jean Watson,  
Peter Criddle, 
Alan Brignull, 
Katherine Anteney, 
Ron Rookes,  
Chris & Libby Green, 
Mike Perry and 
Mike Edwards
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The Sussex Cup
Members of the Society who attend our 
annual Convention will be familiar with 
the Sussex Cup competition because they 
are fortunate enough to be given copies of 
the entries and to be present during the 
judging and awarding of the trophy. This 
article is for everyone else because many of 
you must wonder what the competition is 
all about. 

So, picture the scene. Convention del-
egates are entering the dining room for 
the Saturday evening dinner or banquet. 
Casual wear has been exchanged for 
jackets and ties and smart frocks and the 
President and Vice President are wearing 
their insignia. The tables are sparkling 
with glass and silverware; the napkins 
are folded into fancy shapes, there is an 
eye-catching table centre and a sign de-
noting the name of the table – sometimes 
typefaces, or local places, or printing ce-
lebrities. But what we are all looking for is 
the bulky A4 envelope at each place – the 
collection of keepsakes which have been 
especially printed by keen competitors for 
the Sussex Cup. 

And competition there most certainly is. 
The imagination which goes in to design-
ing many of the entries and the effort and 
skill shown by the entrants is always im-
pressive and we open our envelopes with 
eager anticipation. Our first course usually 
arrives in the middle of all the excitement 

(which can put some of the entries at risk) 
but by dessert we have usually managed 
to look at everything and decided who we 
think should win. 

The judge is our after-dinner speaker. 
Sometimes he or she may be an expert 
on printing and will be considering the 
technical merits as well as the appearance 
of each entry; another year the speaker 
may ignore the quality or the technical 
challenges and simply go for one he likes 
the look of. We may think it is a misguided 
choice but we all applaud heartily as the 
big silver cup is presented and resolve that 
as soon as we get home we are going to 
start work on next year’s sure fire winner. 
And, of course, we each take home an en-
velope of beautiful examples of the work 
done by members of our Society. 

Every year is different. The 2019 entries 
included a beer mat, an item of genealogi-
cal interest, a Japanese-bound book of 
postcards, a couple of posters and a lovely 
example of glint. 

Any member, whether attending the 
Convention or not, can submit an entry 
for the Sussex Cup so why don’t you have 
a go? The choice of subject and format is 
entirely yours, the only stipulation being 
that you must produce at least 80 copies, 
and they must be with the Convention 
organisers during the week preceding 
the Convention at the latest. There is still 
plenty of time so get cracking! 
 Libby Green (10855)

2020 CONVENTION
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SEE YOU IN LINCOLNHaven’t booked yet? There’s still just enough time. See Page 76

SMALL PRINTER COPY 
 
Copy must be received by 6.00pm on the 13th of the previous month.
PLEASE NOTE: This is the very latest that copy should be submitted and copy submitted at 
the last minute stands a very good chance  of having to be held back due to lack of space.  
All copy should be sent to both editor@bpsnet.org.uk and spdesign@bpsnet.org.uk



2020 CONVENTION

H O T F O I L  U K

I hope that by now, not only will you 
have realised that the 2020 Convention 
is taking place in Reading over the 

weekend of April 17th, 18th and 19th, but 
that you will have already booked your 
place. If not, you can do so using one 
of the several booking forms you have 
received with Small Printer in recent 
months. The final booking form will be 
sent out with the February edition. Just 
to whet your appetite, here is an outline 
of the programme for the weekend.

Check in on Friday is any time between 
12 noon and 6.00pm. We are in the 
process of arranging an optional printing 
related visit for Friday afternoon and will 
send information about that to everyone 
who has booked as soon as details are 
confirmed.

Friday dinner will be around 6.30am, 
followed by a talk and the opportunity to 
socialise and catch up with old friends. 

On Saturday we will be having the usual 
trade show between 9.00am and 2.00pm 
– time to buy and sell and to browse the 
Society’s Library books. The afternoon 
sees the return of the popular Auction 
before the PG and Society AGMs. 

In the evening a Buck’s Fizz reception 
will precede the Banquet. Our Guest 
Speaker is Mark Ovenden – see July 2019 
Small Printer for more information about 
Mark. 

On Sunday morning we hope to have 
another talk on offer before the Open 
Forum with our President, Paul Hatcher, 
closes the Convention for another year 
Libby Green (10855)
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PG Deadline: 5th January
22nd January
Dorset Branch
Stratton Village Hall
17th February
Shropshire Branch
Red Barn, Shrewsbury . 7:30pm
19th February
Dorset Branch
Stratton Village Hall
29th February
Essex Branch Annual Lunch & AGM
The Grange, Boreham CM3 3HJ 
Contact Len Friend for more details

DIARY OF EVENTS

Branch meetings are open to all Society members. 
Anyone who plans to attend a meeting who is not a 
member of the Branch concerned should check with 
the Branch Secretary in case details have changed.

Society Awards
Coles Award
The award is open to any young person under the age of 18. 
They should submit ten copies of each of four different printing 
specimens that has been their own work. Their parents or a 
member of the Society may only offer supervision and should 
submit details of how the work was carried out. 

The winning entry will receive a shield to hold onto for 
twelve months, along with membership of the Society for 
twelve months. All entries should be sent to the Society’s 
Secretary to arrive by 31st December 2019. The judging will 
be undertaken by the Executive Council at its first meeting of 
2020.
Rosen Award
The Rosen Award is given for the best publication printed jointly 
by a Branch of the Society. The guidelines are as follows:
1. The printing and finishing of the entry should be done entirely 
by members of the branch who are paid up members of the 
Society. It is however not necessary for every member of the 
Branch to participate, although as many as possible should be 
involved in its production. 
2. Every sheet including the cover should be identifiable with 
member (or press name) and BPS membership number.
3. Fifteen copies should be sent to the Society’s Secretary to 
arrive by 15th January 2020 (to avoid the Christmas rush).
4. Claims for reimbursement of carriage costs may be sent to 
the Society’s Treasurer

Society Elections
Any eligible* member may be nominated for a position on the 
Executive Council to take office from the 2020 Annual General 
Meeting. The seven positions available are:
PRESIDENT, VICE-PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, TREASURER and 
THREE COUNCILLORS.
A Nomination must be proposed and seconded by two eligible* 
members in accordance with Rule 23 and sent so as to reach 
the Society’s Secretary no later than 31st December 2019
* an eligible member is any paid up member over 18 years old 
and has been a member of the Society for at least 12 months. 
This year (2019/20) we only have two Councillors but ideally we 
need to have three
A sample Nomination Form can be downloaded from the web-
site at http://www.bpsnet.org.uk/members/election.html
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Our Dorset Branch Christmas Lunch took place 
in December at the pub which is ten yards from 
the Stratton Village Hall, where we now hold our 
monthly meetings.

Fourteen members attended and had an 
excellent meal in a welcoming venue. The usual 
amusing conversations were going on through-
out the meal. The photo shows that it is not just 
the youngsters who are on social media when 
out with friends. Ron Watson (6955)

BRANCH REPORT LATEST



OXFORD WAYZGOOSE PICTURES: MIKE EDWARDS (10374)
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The Oxford Guild of Printers’ Wayzgoose 
on 2nd November was a great day out. 
Not having been to this event before I 

was really impressed at how big it was.  We 
had the worst day of heavy rain for it, with 
stall holders scuttling to and from cars with 
their wares - just the weather for transport-
ing paper and rare books. 

The Wayzgoose had a very different feel to 
the others I have been to this year. Chipping 
Campden was a lovely small affair with live 
music; St Brides was the usual busy bustle 

with lots of nose and chatter as old friends 
met up for their annual chin wag, South-
ampton was busy busy busy and attracted a 
really wide range of people, many of whom 
knew nothing about printing, letterpress 
or artist books. Oxford felt very open, pos-
sibly because it was in a huge airy space, so 
it never felt crammed despite being busy all 
day. There was also a large number of rare, 
antiquarian and second hand book sellers 
and I was pleased to pick up a pristine copy 
of Hart’s Rules for £1.
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There was a good turn out by BPS mem-
bers both as stall holders and visitors. Lisa 
and Russ from Lyme Bay were there, Urban-
Fox Letterpress, Tim Honnor, Carpathian 
Type Foundry, Owen Legg and his Woodcraft 
Press, Sue Mclaren the woman who won the 
Small Printer lino competition, Matt Mack-
enzie form Paekakiriki Press, Kim Lowe, 
Alamanda Press and Alan Brignull’s Hedge-
hog Press.

Almost unrecognisable was Semple Press 
as the ‘Woman from the Ministry,’ all sternly 

suited and booted signing people up for their 
new National Registration Identity Cards. 
Although the serious face seemed to be 
cracking a smile fairly often. 

I was manning the BPS stand, with a dis-
play of recent PG bundle goodies. We had lots 
of interest and signed up a new member. 

The heavens opened again just as we were 
all packing up and I struggled off into the 
rainy night with far too many purchases. 

Definitely put this even in your diaries for 
next year! Katherine Anteney (10784)



Dorset Branch

The branch met as usual for their monthly 
meeting at the new venue, Stratton Village 
Hall near Dorchester. Every meeting is pre-
ceded by lunch.

The activity at this meeting was collating 
the Rosen Award entry, a book of Lino cuts by 
members.

Ron brought along a wire binding machine 
and the whole operation ran smoothly with 
30 copies bound and ready for despatch.

Pat had also brought along his small Adana 
HS 2 machine as he could not get it to print 
accurately. With several heads on the case 
and much discussion he left with a usable 
machine. Win Armand Smith (10716)

In September, a fellow Essex Branch 
member told me of an Adana Eight-Five 
(possibly 1950s) which was languishing 
in a Suffolk antique shop. He knew that 
I was looking for my first press, and he 
found one that seemed to fit the bill. So I 
made the journey up the A12 and bought 
the press, along with type cases, type, 
furniture and galleys. But this Adana had 
a ‘strange base’ which baffled us all in 
Essex. Until, that is, the November issue 
of Small Printer arrived, containing the 
answer we were all looking for! There, on 
the letters page, was Ian Cork’s descrip-
tion of his Adana ‘mounted on an angle’ 
by the use of a wooden box. That was my 
‘strange base’!

Have I purchased Ian’s original Eight-
Five? Or do other members use this 
method to print on particular materials 
such as serviettes? Either way, it was a 
pleasant surprise to see the answer to my 
query within weeks of buying my press. 
Thanks Ian.

I’ve yet to print my first item as I’m still 
setting up my Press Room (my son’s bed-
room when he moves out!), but the new 
inking rollers have arrived, and the ma-
chine has been separated from the angled 
box for now. I’m also receiving plenty of 
helpful advice from my Essex friends of 
course, which is much appreciated by any 
new member joining the BPS.  
Gary Duggan (10894)

 
Thanks Gary! I called in to see Ian last 
week and although the Eight-Five you 
mentioned isn’t the one that belonged to 
him, he was delighted to hear your story.
Mike Edwards (10374)

BRANCH REPORT

Letters
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EBAY

and collect it. There was however, one big 
drawback with this method, when you ar-
rived at the sellers home, you were never 
certain as to exactly what you were going 
to see. The reason for this being, they were 
only lineage adverts, and no pictures! So 
you very much had to rely on the vendor 
not just to be honest, but to know what it 
was that he was selling. 

Having travelled once to Chiswick, by 
public transport, I attempted to haggle on 
the doorstep with the vendor, but he was 
having none of it, and explained to me that 
I was ‘lucky’ that the machine was in fact 
an Eight-Five as when he wanted to buy 
one, and did a similar journey, he was of-
fered a HS2 instead! This is how it went on, 
back in those days. Although you could of 
course go to Twickenham and buy a brand 

A long time ago, when dinosaurs ruled 
the planet, and there was no internet, 
there used to be a weekly publica-

tion called Exchange & Mart that you could 
purchase for just a few pence. Now before 
you all rush to tell me that it is still going, 
they simply don’t print it anymore, and in 
any case, there are no adverts for Adanas 
in it, and that’s what this story is all about, 
although you might find that I digress 
from time to time. 

You see back then, and I’m really talking 
about the seventies now, It not only con-
tained many adverts from people wishing 
to off load their printing equipment, but it 
also contained a regular advert for the Brit-
ish Printing Society and that is how I, and I 
guess many others, if not everybody joined. 

If you were prepared to travel, you could 
make contact with someone selling their 
Adana, and then turn up at their door 

EXCHANGE & MART TO EBAY
EBAY SELLER AND LONGTIME BPS MEMBER CHRIS DANIELLS,  

EXPLAINS HOW IT ALL CAME ABOUT.
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EBAY
new one for just £37. (in 1972 that is)

So that is the background, now fast 
forward to today, and much has changed, 
yes there are still a few ‘dinosaurs’ around 
but by and large everything is now in 
colour, multi colour! (Except for this 
article that is) 

The prices have all risen dramatically, 
and we can no longer buy a copy of Ex-
change & Mart for 9d and read it at our 
leisure. Instead we have the internet, and 
thanks to Pierre Omidiyar and his broken 
laser pointer, we have Ebay too. 

Now I’m sure most of you are familiar 
with this particular website, and perhaps 
even buy and sell on it, on a regular basis. 
But what I am going to try to do here, in 
the coming months is to look at how well it 
works, and we will take a look at the pitfalls 
too. 

If you want to, please get in touch with 
me either directly or through the pages 
of Small Printer. Ebay is the modern day 
equivalent of our old favourite the E & M 
and enables people wanting to sell their 
letterpress artefacts, to do so with photo-
graphs and without costing them an arm 
and a leg, although they may then have to 
post the item, sometimes half way round 
the world in order to find a buyer. 

If any proof were needed that it is a very 
good idea, here is a great example; Ever 
wondered where all the police are when 
you need one? Well according to our local 
paper, they are busy on Ebay selling old 
evidence and unclaimed items, some of 
which has been stolen and then seized in 
an investigation or handed in at a police 
station, if one can be found that is open.

I’m not saying that any of these items 
would be of interest to printers, but given 
the time it takes to list and post items, I’m 
not sure that this is making the best use of 
police resources. Chris Daniells (5734) 
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OBITUARY
Anne (Min) Knee

I am sorry to say that my mum passed 
away on 29th October in hospital fol-
lowing a fall.  
Although not a member in her own right, 

she was very much a printers’ mate to my 
dad and to myself.  She proof-read, folded 
and collated pages of books.  As a family we 
published a history of the primary school in 
Guildford which my brother and I attended; 
she wrote it, I typed up the copy and my dad 
printed it by letterpress.  She folded and 
packaged cards for me any time she came 
up to Scotland.  

She was also a regular attender at Con-
ventions since the death of my father in 
2001, along with her teddy bears. The 
Convention has been our annual holiday 
together and we have enjoyed visits to 
places near the venues, most memorably 
the Aberfan Memorial Garden and Cem-
etery when we were at Newport and the 
same year to Ron Prosser at Stow Park Bap-
tist Church who showed us the print shop 
there.

In September this year my brother drove 
her to Scotland and visited Buittle Castle. 
Min was finally able to meet James and 
Tobias who own the Castle and who are my 
printing partners. She loved the fact that 
I get to do letterpress printing on my dad’s 
Model press in such a beautiful place, and 
to teach printing to other people.  This visit 
was the last time I saw my mum.

My mum kept a box of everything I 
printed, which has joined my dad’s memory 

box in Scotland with me and which I will 
treasure.

The BPS is not just for printers, it encom-
passes the wider family community.  Truly 
a Society of Friends! Kim Lowe (6026)

Anne Knee with Ron Prosser at Stow Park in 2017

Reading Convention
17th-19th April 2020
Holiday Inn, Reading South
Info: convention2020@bpsnet.org.uk
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Ian Knight
t 01179 854944 e bristol@bpsnet.org.uk 
Dorset
Win Armand Smith
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Essex
Margaret Rookes
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Mike Edwards
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London
Matt McKenzie
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Maidenhead
Paul Hatcher
t 01189 666124 e maidenhead@bpsnet.org.uk
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Kevin Thorp
t 00 353 1 8438346 e overseas@bpsnet.org.uk
Scotland
John Easson
t 01828 628001 e scotland@bpsnet.org.uk
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Peter Criddle
t 01743 350208 e shropshire15@bpsnet.org.uk
Solent Branch
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Libby Green
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES

BRANCH SECRETARIESNEW SOCIETY MEMBERS

Membership renewals Currently £30 for UK, £45 for 
Overseas, or £30 Overseas Online only, and notifications 
of change of any personal or contact details should be sent 
to the Membership Secretary: Chris Green, Noddyshall, 
Rockshaw Road, Merstham, Redhill RH1 3DB Please 
make cheques payable to the ‘British Printing Society’.

Reading Convention
17th-19th April 2020
Holiday Inn, Reading South
Info: convention2020@bpsnet.org.uk

Members may view and download further 
interesting content on our website by 
registering at www.bpsnet.org.uk. 
Registration provides access to the 
‘Members Only Area’ which is available 
 to all members.

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE!

10965 Mr John Ransley
Sydenham john.ransley@yahoo.co.uk
10966 Ms Jenny Olivier
Witney jenny@littlegemletterpress.co.uk
10967 Mr Spike Gascoigne
Walthamstow spike@waldenpress.co.uk
10968 Ms Zelda Velika
Patchway 
Donation
5265 George Webb
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Line adverts (text only) per month Members Only Free (up to 50 words) then 10p per word

Display advertisements 1/4 page per month £7.00

Display advertisements 1/2 page per month £15.00

Display advertisements Full page per month £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A5) £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A4 folded to A5) £30.00

The Editor and Advertising Manager reserve the right to refuse any advertisement. Although every effort 
will be made to publish an advertisement in a specified issue if requested, this cannot be guaranteed.
The same display advertisement appearing in four or more consecutive issues is subject to a 10% discount 
and when in seven or more consecutive issues subject to a 15% discount.
Cheques payable to ‘British Printing Society’ and material should be sent as follows or contact the 
Advertising Manager if you wish to pay by PayPal.
Line Advertisements should be sent to both the Editor and the Designer by the 10th of the month prior to 
publication.
Display Advertisements should be sent with payment to the Advertising Manager also by the 10th.
Printed inserts (350) must be sent with payment to the Mailer so as to arrive by the 25th of the month.

Small Printer Advertising Rates

All Letterpress Bought, Sold & Sourced

Rapidly changing stock. Worldwide shipping.

Stay up to date by following on Instagram - search
urbanfox.letterpress and see new and current stock posted daily.

URBANFOX LETTERPRESS

wanted☞
All letterpress items of interest. Fair prices always
paid. Nationwide collection.

I've worked with many BPS members in the past and
always ensure everything goes on to be used again
as intended.

07950 953 543 or hello@urbanfoxdesign.co.uk☎
Based in Broadstairs Kent - Visitors always welcome
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Ye Olde ‘One-Stop’ Letterpress Shoppe!

Why would you go anywhere else?

Re-manufactured Adana machines including treadle platens and proof presses - Composing sticks, 
typescales, galleys, furniture, quoins, quoin keys, planers, tweezers, bodkins - New & second-hand type 
laid in cases and/or wooden cabinets, @ signs, # signs, + signs, borders, dashes, rules and spacing 
materials.  High definition Rubber inking Rollers, a full colour range of letterpress inks, tympan manila 
platen dressing sheets and gauge pins. We also service and refurbish customer’s own machines.

www.caslon.co.uk
+44 1727 852 211

Our AdanaLite Photopolymer system enables you to easily make negatives and 
letterpress plates at home. We supply a range of polymer plates at competitive 
prices and make mounting bases to order to suit your machine and thickness of 
plates you wish to use. Professional, Reliable & Expert advice always available.

� 

Moulton Printing 01253 342992 www.moultonprinting.com


