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After a very strange 2020, we are 
gradually returning to some of life’s 
normalities and I hope that the 

Society branch meetings are able to resume 
before the end of the year. I am sure that 
those of you who attend these regularly are 
missing them and are looking forward to 
catching up with friends.

The world seems to be running at an ever 
increasing pace (or am I just getting old?) as 
we zoom into the 21st century. The pressure 
to produce almost everything as quickly as 
possible has consequences regarding qual-
ity in my view. So here is a grumpy old man 
having a moan. Proofreading is an extremely 
difficult job and was a valued practice at one 
time but it seems there is not enough time 
for this in many areas of media and print, 
with errors commonplace. Ask someone my 
age if this is important and inevitably you will 
get an affirmative response. Ask a younger 
generation and I am guessing the answer will 
be the opposite. 

Speaking to my youngest daughter (she is 
24 years old), she is an advocate of good spell-
ing, punctuation and grammar and is better 
at it than me! However, she tells me that 
because of the ‘information overload’ that 
occurs every day, there is only time to scan 
emails, documents, news etc. There is no 
time to read things twice, you have to under-
stand it in one go and just get the gist of what 
is being looked at. 

I hold my hand up and admit I make 
mistakes but at least I try but when large or-
ganisations, including the BBC publish news 
articles with errors I do get a little tetchy. 
Where is the professionalism?

My wife recently had a phone call from 
someone asking if her company needed 
any proofreading services As you may have 
guessed, the answer was no. I felt a tinge of 
sadness as this highly skilled person had 
probably made many similar calls that day 

and probably received many negative an-
swers. Spell check is very useful but does not 
have the skill of a proofreader. Machines and 
software cannot replace everything – not in 
2020 anyway.

There are still pockets of proofreading 
necessity though. My last job in the printing 
industry was working for a print man-
agement company. I worked on site at the 
Barclays Bank offices in Coventry and in the 
banking industry, the quality of the written 
word was essential, especially with legal text. 
The company I worked for had a bank of 
proofreaders, working from offices in Leeds. 
I must admit it wasn’t the most riveting sub-
jects that they had to check so I just want to 
give a shout for this often forgotten skill in 
the industry.

If you see an error in this editorial, I can 
assure you it was a deliberate mistake with 
the intention of testing you! How many 
teachers said that to you at school?

Keep printing!

FROM THE EDITOR TIM VERNON (10772)
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Cover Image: An interesting close up of a 
Monotype 16pt Bembo matrix case.
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Surrey & Sussex Branch

2020 got off to a good start for Surrey & Sussex 
Branch. After our annual meal at the Gomshall 
Mill in February (timely because it was closed by 
floods shortly afterwards) and our March meeting, 
which we spent filling goodie bags, countdown for 
the Reading Convention was abruptly halted when 
the country went into lockdown. Despite having 
to suspend our planned programme we wanted 
to keep in touch and have had two interesting and 
well attended branch meetings via Zoom. Meeting 
virtually means that all branch members are able 
to attend because no travelling is involved and only 

one member has not been present. Our May meet-
ing was just a catch up, finding out how everyone 
as and what they were doing as well as seeing 
how feasible using Zoom would be. In June Peter 
Scarratt talked to us about his extensive collection 
of borders which was very interesting but demon-
strated that a possible downside of presenting a 
talk in this way is that trying get a small piece of 
ornament in focus so that everyone can see it is not 
very easy. However, it is much better than not meet-
ing and it is important that, as a society of friends, 
we are able to get together and chat by whatever 
means. At our next meeting Adrian and Jenny will 
be giving us a talk. Libby Green (10855)

Remembering Arthur
I am pleased to announce that Arthur Harrison’s son, Ian, has agreed 
that Arthur’s hot-foil Adana, as well as his type cabinet (with some 
type), should be offered as an extra prize to the winner of the inaugural 
Small Printer Hand-Platen Competition. This will hopefully be present-
ed at next year’s annual convention. Arthur had expressed a wish that 
his press should be used by a Society member, and it is appropriate 
that the press should be passed on at the convention as Arthur was a 
keen convention visitor and many members, myself included, will have 
fond memories of chatting with Arthur and enjoying his amusing rem-
iniscences. It’s not too late to enter the Hand-Platen Competition, and 
we will start featuring entries in next month’s Small Printer.
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How people found the Society

The Membership Application Form, in its current 
configuration, invites new members to state how 
they heard about the Society (in deference to Data 
Protection, this information is not ‘required’, but 
optional). This hasn’t always been the case – over 
the history of the Society, there have been occa-
sions on which this particular piece of information 
was not requested.

Of the current membership, 245 members did 
complete this when they joined: it is a useful indica-
tion of how people find out about the Society.

Had we undertaken this exercise fifty or so years 
ago, it is likely that a large majority of new members 
would have quoted Exchange & Mart as their intro-
duction to the Society. For those who aren’t familiar 
with that publication, it was a weekly paper of many 
pages that was entirely advertising of one sort or 
another. For many years (perhaps one of our older 
members can quantify this) the BPS advertised in 
its pages and this was, for many members, their 
introduction to the Society. It is still published, 
although since 2009 it has been online only, and as 
far as I know the Society ceased advertising in it 
several decades ago. Even so, nearly 20% of the 245 
members quote this as their introduction although, 
for reasons that will now be clear, the most recent 
of these joined in 1999!

The largest group (61, or almost exactly 25%) 
heard of the BPS through one of its members. 
Another 27 (11%) had been previous members and 
were rejoining. The other significant categories are 
via the Society website (17%) or somewhere else on 
the internet, including Instagram (11%).

A variety of other sources are quoted, including 
St Bride (5), the Trade Press (the Society used to 
advertise in Transfer magazine, among others – 3), 
the 2018 Wayzgoose (2) and IPEX 2014 and the 
Print Show at the NEC (1 each). Not surprisingly, 
more of our recent new members hear about 
the BPS either through our own website or via a 
Google search. Chris Green (7614)

Bin Collection

There are many things needed in a print 
shop apart from the obvious presses, paper 
and type, etc. But perhaps equally import-
ant in some ways is the waste paper bin. 
I thought readers might be interested in 
seeing a picture of the waste paper ‘bin’ 
in my shed (print shop). When I spotted 
this old London Transport used tickets 
container in an  antique shop I couldn’t 
resist recycling it. The bell push came from 
a well known auction site and the mahog-
any  backing board from Southampton’s 
Mayflower Theatre when I ‘rescued’ it from 
a skip when the theatre was being  refur-
bished, with permission, of course.

Do any other readers have recycled items 
that have been pressed into  service? Excuse 
the pun. Pat Swadling (10453)
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March 7th 2020, I sat at Heathrow Air-
port with one bag of clothes and one 
suitcase of materials; paper, lino, my 

favourite pallete knives, rollers, quoin key, 
type scale and sketchbook. 

As the crow flies, 3,175 miles is by far the 
furthest printmaking has taken me. From 
London Heathrow to Accra Kokota Inter-
national Airport, and onwards to Kumasi, 
Ghana’s second city. 

The journey across country was about 
6 hours, every single hour of which I was 
gazing out of the window, taking it in, ab-
sorbing as much as I could. A bombardment 
of colour from hand-painted advertising, 
shops and dwellings and swathes of farm 
or managed land: cocoa, palms, banana, 

plantain. The least colourful thing being the 
grey of the road we were travelling, even the 
coach was bright red and yellow. 

We unwrapped the studio, as it is not used 
for months at a time. Everything is covered 
and wrapped, to stop the dust, but also at-
tempting to keep the mice and cockroaches 
at bay. For me, this was a long slow reveal of 
what I would be working with for the coming 
weeks. 

The equipment was transported from 
Loughborough Technical College in 1993. 
Behind the hot dusty streets of Kumasi sat 
an extremely well set up print room. 140 
cases of mostly metal type, all the furniture 
you could need and a beautiful Stephenson 
and Blake proofer (as well as a star wheel 

FEATURE THEO MILLER (10876)

A PRINTMAKER ABROAD  
THEO MILLER RECOUNTS HIS PRINTMAKING JOURNEY TO  GHANA 
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etching press). I was excited to play, discov-
er, and hopefully come away with some work 
I was happy with. 

POST NO BILL was the first print I made; 
a phrase lifted directly from my journey 
across country. It was a simple print using 
the first type that caught my eye: a beautiful 
wooden outline typeface. This print allowed 
me to adjust the amount of ink to use, find 
out how the press differed from what I was 
used to and learn how much packing to use, 
if any. I then concertina-folded it to echo the 
abundance of corrugated steel I’d seen so far. 

Obroni, the familiar rhythm of a word I 
didn’t understand; a phrase that reoccurred 
from the windows of trotros, taxis, and from 
the pavement. I soon learnt that I was an 
Obroni, ‘he who comes from over the hori-
zon’, the Twi word for foreigner. I decided to 
make a print of it using the most beautiful 
indigo paper made by Mary Hark. A favou-
rite paper of mine that was already at the 

studio… also a favourite of the insects. I was 
later informed by Mary, that this was due to 
its gelatine sizing. The print was deliberately 
near postcard-sized, printed using borders, 
narrow sans italic and condensed titling. 

The high west African heat (high 30s) and 
humidity only made a few differences. The 
ink was extremely loose in the high tempera-
tures, so I had to adjust how much I needed 
to apply, which was only a very slight learn-
ing curve. The brown linoleum was joyously 
buttery to cut.  And lastly, my studio attire… 
shorts and t-shirt! The woolly hat, jumpers 
and jeans of my home studio the weeks prior 
were long forgotten. 

Cicadas, Tongues, Gunshots (Distant), 
Cocks, Birdsong. One other thing the heat 
provided was a slight delay on being able to 
sleep, which allowed time for contemplation 
and listening to the cacophonous noises of 
Kumasi at night: the constant high pitched 
drone of Cicadas, the speaking of tongues 

FEATURE THEO MILLER (10876)
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(and much more) from the loud speakers of 
the local church, distant gunshots, a noise 
I was reassured was just more of a custom 
to warn people rather than local warfare, 
cockerels that seemed to have no awareness 
of time and finally, birdsong… new, notice-
ably different birdsong that kept me tuned 
in. This was printed on Khadi Paper, a rough 
paper, that provided a contrast between the 
wide open gentle pressure of the lino and 
the more direct surface pressure of the type 
(24pt Impact Open). 

While in Ghana, I wanted to visit Ntonso, 
the town which is the biggest producer of 
Adinkra, a cloth known for its symbols, 
printed with an ink made from the bark of 
the Badie tree and stamped with blocks cut 
from gourd; a perfect exploration of relief 
printing from a different culture. Unfortu-
nately, this will have to be saved for some 
point in the future. I stayed at the property 
and studio more than anticipated; my plans 

changed as we were informed by the BBC 
World Service through a crackly radio, about 
the Coronavirus becoming more and more 
noticeable and present in Ghana. 

I headed to Ghana to see a new part of the 
world, discover something, challenge myself, 
both within my practice but also personally. 
I discovered lots: new food, new languages, 
new landscapes. 

I thought it would be wise to cut my trip 
short with the news of COVID-19 developing 
fast. Although this should have left me dis-
appointed with the fear I may have missed 
out, Ghana, and the people I met inspired 
me to continue to make new work on my 
return. It left me wishing to return to Ghana 
again one day, but mourning the loss of local 
bananas, mangoes, avocadoes and pawpaw 
(papaya). 

A huge thank you to Atta Kwami, Pamela 
Clarkson and all the great people I met on 
my trip.
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BRANCH REPORT

Lincolnshire & District Branch

Having not seen each other since our 
Christmas meal back in January, it was a 
real treat to be able to have a group chat 
with fellow branch members Paul & Wendy 
Warne, Jane West, John Miller, Graham 
Jackson and Mike Edwards via Skype.

During the lockdown Paul and Wendy 
have been running the Warple Press, but 
with less work coming in they have been able 
to spend more time in the garden, which is 
now looking immaculate. Mike Edwards has 
been carrying on with his day job designing 
magazines at home, rather than in the office, 
but has still found a bit of spare time to 
potter about with his Adana. Jane West has 
carried on working as well, and has found 
time to start up a quite successful Etsy shop 
selling her prints.

Thunderstorms appear to have affected 
reception a little (we never did get to see Paul 

& Wendy, but we managed to hear them loud 
and clear), but otherwise the meeting went 
quite smoothly.

We made plans on how to proceed with 
this year’s Rosen entry, as well as discussing 
whether or not this year’s branch barbecue 
would be able to go ahead. It was decided that 
it might be, but only if we were very strict 
on hygiene and social distancing. It was also 
suggested that the ‘barbecue’ take the form of 
a picnic, with members bringing along their 
own food and drink, thus minimising the risk 
of eating contaminated food. It really is far 
too early for any definite plans to be made 
just yet though.

All in all the meeting went well, and we 
scheduled another similar chat for  the 
weeks ahead. It was also noted that this sort 
of meeting might also come in useful during 
the winter months when travel, often in 
darkness and treacherous conditions,  isn’t 
always a good idea. Mike Edwards (10374)
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FEATURE DAVID GEE (5681)

My Printing Career (as a hobby!) 

As a very young boy, like many others, I had a John Bull 
printing set with wooden holders and rubber letters; 
the seed must have been planted! Many years later, I 
must have been in my late thirties, I attended a Satur-
day 1 day course on ‘Ethics and Genes’. During a lunch 
break I joined a man who was a retired bank manager 
from Bournemouth and, it transpired, had printing 
as a hobby. He re-kindled the interest and invited me 
to his print room in Grange-over-Sands and gave me 
much advice and encouragement. He was very keen 
to ensure that I obtained a really good press and rec-
ommended that I bought an ‘Arab’ treadle machine. I 
located a machine in Buxton, which I understand had 
been used for printing the Buxton Advertiser many 
years ago. I dissembled the machine on site, loaded 
it on a trailer and managed to get it home, up our 
very steep drive and into our print room. I say we at 
this stage because, from the very start my wife has 
supported me and was a huge help at locating and 
collecting supplies of paper, ink etc. Additionally she 
was an absolute natural as a proof reader, not letting 
me get away with the slightest blemish of type-face, 
misplaced comma or doubtful spelling  –  although it 
did lead to a few harsh words on occasions! We joined 
the BPS in 1982 and attended our first convention in 
that year.

From the earliest days we always wanted to print 
things which had some use rather than ‘show pieces’ 
so we set about change of address cards, overprinting 
Christmas cards, headed note paper etc., progressing 
to various programme cards for societies such as 
WIs., Institution of Mechanical Engineers, Bird Watch-
ing groups and others. Later we had two daughters 
getting married, so we did the wedding stationary 
and this led us into many enquiries and requests to do 
more of this work. We remember that at a meeting of 
the Lancashire and Cheshire Branch of the society a 
very wise and mature man, who ran a small commer-
cial printing company, told us in a lovely Manchurian 
dialect:

‘I don’t mind you amateurs’ having a go, but make 
the punters pay!’ 

We felt he was absolutely right and we priced our 
work at a competitive market level and passed on all 
the proceeds, after material costs, to charity partic-
ularly The Red Cross and Christian Aid. Up until we 
had to scale down our operations significantly due to 
moving house, and, I guess creeping age, we raised 
approximately £15 000 over 25 years, not a business 
but a very worthwhile charitable contribution. 

In addition we both had interests in other groups, 
such as a Lacemakers Guild, our local and other 
Churches, Macmillan Cancer Support and the Girl 
Guides, and printing for these we made no charge, it 
seemed wrong to charge one charity at the expense 
of another! 

One job which we did fairly recently was particularly 
moving. Some readers may recall a case in the national 
press of a family on the Wirral where both parents 
were in the final terminal stages of cancer and they 
were pictured on adjoining hospital beds; there were 
three children of varying ages. It so happened that 
their parish priest was a lady we knew personally, she 
‘phoned us one evening and asked could we print the 
parents farewell message to each of the children, for 
them to have a personal copy before the parents died, 
the text was e-mailed to us and we printed by return 
and they just arrived before the parents slipped away, 
a privilege to do without any thought of remuneration. 

However, we gained so much more from the hobby, 
meeting some wonderful people, and some very tal-
ented ones, visiting other printing establishments, and 
attending the annual conventions taking us to places 
we otherwise might never have visited. We also had a 
lot of fun, sometimes deliberately printing something 
cheeky which was not in the original script and insert-
ing the phoney as the first one in the pile, the joke was 
generally taken! An example was a former colleague 
who was a brilliant chemist having Oxbridge degrees, 
who was also an amateur clock repairer, he asked us 
to print him some cards where all the degrees were to 
be omitted and Grad. Member of the Institute of Horol-
ogists was to be his sole distinguishing accolade. I did 
the cards and packed them into a package but the top 
2 cards gave his name, followed by Horologist Extraor-
dinary. He was duly amused and we were paid. 



132

ROUND-UP

I have in my Mechanical Postcard Collection 
a pull-out card that reveals a surprise when 
activated and I often wondered what the 
story was that led up to this ‘surprise’. So 
my imagination took over and eventually I 
came up with an idea. But how to present it 
and how to plan the printing and complicat-
ed make-up of the story book I had in mind 
took much more thinking and imagining.

In the end I decided to make it a poem of 
12 verses, one for each month of a year, on a 
12 pages plus cover, A6 booklet, in the style 
of a Victorian melodrama as a contribution 
for the Publishing Group Bundle.

An appeal to Branch Secretaries from 
Mike Edwards, the Small Printer design-
er, for some articles on the production of 
Member’s printing items was the last spur I 
needed, so here  are some photos of some of 
the operations after the printing of how the 
booklet was put together.

This was a useful ‘Coronavirus Lock-
down’ activity which hopefully will never 
need to be repeated. The booklet should 
have appeared in the May Publishing Group 
Bundle. and if you are not a member of the 
Publishing Group and would like a copy of 
the booklet, please let me know by emailing 
ronprosser661@gmail.com as I have a few 
spare copies which might encourage you to 
become a member. Ron Prosser  (9405)

Surviving lockdown

In mid-March we over 70s were told to stay at 
home and isolate for three months. ‘Oh my good-
ness how will we cope?’

That question was soon answered, at last I had 
time to spend on my hobby which began 50 years 
ago. How fortunate all we hobby printers are to 
have all our equipment at home.

I began by printing a thank you to the NHS, and 
these appear in at least 10 windows of neighbours 
up and down the road. Then I started printing 
greetings cards, the main reason being because 
I had run out of cards for family and friends so I 
decided to print some. I mentioned this to a neigh-
bour during a Thursday clapping session and was 
asked to display them at my gate. This I did and 
sold 15 cards and two note pads.

Ron’s hobby is table tennis. We’ve adapted a net 
to fit our oval dining table and keep fit by playing 
every day. It’s really good fun and provides the 
exercise we need. We also have a park just across 
the road which is ideal for walking. We are now 
into our forth month, and all the while I can print I 
shall be perfectly happy. Jean Watson (3712)

1
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3

1. The Cover, using Harrington type face.
2. Cutting the guide for the pull-out ‘surprise’.
3. Pasting the guide to the inside back cover.
4. The two slits in the inside back cover.
5.  Inserting the pull-out ‘surprise’ sheet 

in the back page between the slits.
6. A display of the whole booklet.

2
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SOCIETY NEWS

BRANCH SECRETARIES

NEW SOCIETY MEMBERS
10985 Ms Rosemary Everett 
Haddington rosemary.everett@talktalk.net
10986 Mr Martin Kochany 
Sale martink2@ntlworld.com
10987 Dr Roger Bloor 
Newcastle bloor.world@btinternet.com

Donations
10061 Bob Sumsion

Membership renewals Currently £30 for UK, £45 for 
Overseas, or £30 Overseas Online only, and notifications 
of change of any personal or contact details should be sent 
to the Membership Secretary: Chris Green, Noddyshall, 
Rockshaw Road, Merstham, Redhill RH1 3DB Please 
make cheques payable to the ‘British Printing Society’.

Rosen Award update

I thought I’d give you a little update on the judging 
of the Rosen Award entries for 2020. First, many 
thanks to those Branches who submitted entries 
this year and apologies for me taking so long to 
update you on this. The votes for the Rosen Award 
2020 have been collated and we will discuss it at 
the EC meeting we will be holding shortly. Thus, we 
should also be able to announce the result shortly!

We will also discuss the 2021 competition; I do 
not want to pre-empt the discussion at the meeting, 
and the thoughts of the rest of the EC but I would 
be keen to run the award for 2021, although it is 
possible we might change the timing slightly, if so 
we will let you know asap. I do not think the new 
voting system for the award had a good trial this 
year, as the virus-induced lockdown prevented 
some branches from holding meetings to discuss 
the entries and vote. Thus, I will be recommending 
that a broadly similar voting system be adopted for 
the 2021 Award, and let’s hope it can have a good 
trial next year. We would be keen to hear Branches’ 
opinion of this new voting system; if you have any 
thoughts could you let Peter Salisbury know. 
Paul Hatcher (10648)

VISIT OUR WEBSITE!
Society members may view and download further 
interesting content on our website by registering at 
www.bpsnet.org.uk. Registration provides access to the 
‘Members Only Area’ which is available  to all members.



Line adverts (text only) per month Members Only Free (up to 50 words) then 10p per word

Display advertisements 1/4 page per month £7.00

Display advertisements 1/2 page per month £15.00

Display advertisements Full page per month £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A5) £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A4 folded to A5) £30.00

The Editor and Advertising Manager reserve the right to refuse any advertisement. Although every effort 
will be made to publish an advertisement in a specified issue if requested, this cannot be guaranteed.
The same display advertisement appearing in four or more consecutive issues is subject to a 10% discount 
and when in seven or more consecutive issues subject to a 15% discount.
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publication.
Display Advertisements should be sent with payment to the Advertising Manager also by the 10th.
Printed inserts (350) must be sent with payment to the Mailer so as to arrive by the 25th of the month.

Small Printer Advertising Rates

All Letterpress Bought, Sold & Sourced

Rapidly changing stock. Worldwide shipping.

Stay up to date by following on Instagram - search
urbanfox.letterpress and see new and current stock posted daily.

URBANFOX LETTERPRESS

wanted☞
All letterpress items of interest. Fair prices always
paid. Nationwide collection.

I've worked with many BPS members in the past and
always ensure everything goes on to be used again
as intended.

07950 953 543 or hello@urbanfoxdesign.co.uk☎
Based in Broadstairs Kent - Visitors always welcome
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Ye Olde ‘One-Stop’ Letterpress Shoppe!

Why would you go anywhere else?

Re-manufactured Adana machines including treadle platens and proof presses - Composing sticks, 
typescales, galleys, furniture, quoins, quoin keys, planers, tweezers, bodkins - New & second-hand type 
laid in cases and/or wooden cabinets, @ signs, # signs, + signs, borders, dashes, rules and spacing 
materials.  High definition Rubber inking Rollers, a full colour range of letterpress inks, tympan manila 
platen dressing sheets and gauge pins. We also service and refurbish customer’s own machines.

www.caslon.co.uk
+44 1727 852 211

Our AdanaLite Photopolymer system enables you to easily make negatives and 
letterpress plates at home. We supply a range of polymer plates at competitive 
prices and make mounting bases to order to suit your machine and thickness of 
plates you wish to use. Professional, Reliable & Expert advice always available.

� 

Moulton Printing 01253 342992 www.moultonprinting.com


