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I am sure many of our members, like me, 
share a love of books. Sales of hard copy 
books remain strong despite digital ver-

sions being available for some while now. 
Personally I find it hard to read a book from 
a screen and I love the tactile nature of a 
‘proper’ book. The smell, the feel, flicking 
through the pages is part of the experi-
ence of reading.

The industry in the UK continues to be 
prominent, speed to market cannot be 
beaten by book printers in far of shores.

Booker award winning novel Milkman 
by Anna Burns is a case in point. A 45,000 
reprint has been ordered from printers CPI 
since the award was announced, all printed 
in England with text printed in Chatham 
and covers at their Croydon plant where 
they produce 3 million covers per week! 
No doubt further reprints will follow. The 
British book industry is alive and kicking 
thanks to investment and innovation and 
the ability to meet very tight deadlines.

The John Jarrold Printing Museum in 
Norwich has been on the Whitefriars site 

since 1982. Following a building applica-
tion for new homes, the building is to be 
demolished, but a new  location for the 
museum is being sought. The museum 
contains working exhibits dating from the 
early 19th Century, showing the history of 
printing and bookbinding in Norwich. 

The vintage typesetting, lithography and 
hand press machines are used by students 
at Norwich University of the Arts as well as 
local craftspeople. Since the demolition of 
the building was revealed earlier this week, 
42 complaints have been registered on 
the planning application on Norwich City 
Council’s website. The museum is open 
and run by volunteers on Wednesdays. Has 
any member visited this museum? I believe 
sites like this are so important to maintain 
interest in printing and are a valuable piece 
of history. Watch this space for further 
news and keep printing!

FROM THE EDITOR TIM VERNON (10772)

Cover Image: Members of  the South Wales 
Branch proudly pose for a photo on our 
special Welsh front page.
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No visit to such an event would be complete if I 
didn’t buy something. A nice block depicting Gloy glue 
containers, a wooden type gauge and a couple of other 
little blocks saw to that. Found a couple of large pads 
of Somerset 450gsm paper that only weighed a kilo-
gram and wouldn’t overload the suitcase completed 
the purchases. The latter is available in Australia but 
I can only get it in large quantities that are beyond 
my requirements.

Presstival is held in the grounds of Whittington Court 
and the event is part of the Whittington Village Summer 
Fair.  I got there around 11am-ish and everything was 
still being set up.  Rather than hang around I figured a 
drive through the country lanes would be in order.  How 
delightful that was.  Narrow country roads, beautiful 
scenery and what more could I want – a phone call 
from my son in Australia for Father’s Day (which in 
Australia was the following day). 

I parked the car in the paddock opposite and wan-
dered in. Lots of stalls, some still being set up, with 
printed material for sale and people in all directions. 
Found Graham Moss and Kathy Whalen of Incline Press 
in Manchester and caught up with them. Looked around 
and who should be there but Bob Richardson who 
had come up from London. Needless to say a lot of 
talk went on at that point. It was also good to meet 
Barbara Henry who when living in New York had been 
a key player in getting Bowne Printers at the South 
Street Seaport Museum into the thriving and histori-
cally accurate letterpress business I visited last year.
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REPORT We received so many reports this month that some, such as this 
one, had to be edited far more than we’d normally like to.

Prestival: The Whittington Press

Graham Moss, Barbara Henry and Bob Richardson

Large flatbed press – is this a Miehle?



Society Awards
Coles Award
The award is open to any young person 
under the age of 18.  They should submit 
ten copies of each of four different printing 
specimens that has been their own work.  
Their parents or a member of the Society 
may only offer supervision and should 
submit details of how the work was carried 
out.  
The winning entry will receive a shield to 
hold onto for twelve months, along with 
membership of the Society for twelve 
months.  All entries should be sent to 
the Society’s Secretary to arrive by 31st 
December 2018.  The judging will be 
undertaken by the Executive Council at its 
first meeting of 2019.

Rosen Award
The Rosen Award is given for the best 
publication printed jointly by a Branch of 
the Society. The guidelines are as follows:
1. The printing and finishing of the entry 
should be done entirely by members of 
the branch who are paid up members of 
the Society. It is however not necessary for 
every member of the Branch to participate, 
although as many as possible should be 
involved in its production.  
2. Every sheet including the cover should 
be identifiable with member (or press 
name) and BPS membership number on 
either the front or reverse.
3. Fifteen copies should be sent to the 
Society’s Secretary to arrive by 15th 
January 2019 (to avoid the Christmas rush).
4. Claims for reimbursement of carriage 
costs may be sent to the Society’s Treasurer.

The British Printing Society,  founded in 1944 
by William Brace as a ‘Society of friends’.
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Off then to try the “organic burgers” with Bob 
Richardson to the sound of the Gloucestershire 
Constabulary band.  The village hall was full of stalls 
selling bric a brac and local crafts and I think there 
was a beer tent in the paddock as well. Perhaps I 
should have checked it out as I might have found some 
members of the BPS there! A most enjoyable day out 
and a nice inclusion to my trip to the U.K.  
Geoff Moore 10377

An unusual Columbian installation

Proof presses for the children 



BRANCH REPORT

Surrey & Sussex Branch

William Morris – of the wallpaper not the 
cars – did designs of all kinds and lived 
during childhood in what is now the William 
Morris Gallery, Walthamstow E17  . Nine of 
us met up there first to be welcomed with an 
introduction from Keith, a Gallery volunteer. 

In later life, disillusioned by the quality 
of commercial printing, Morris designed 
his own typeface and set up The Kelmscott 
Press to do more artistic stuff. All this is 
exhibited in the Kelmscott Press Room and 
we later had a bit of lunch in the cafe and 
attractive gardens.

Then to find Mitre Avenue (reminiscent 
of a back-street Dickensian slum!) and the 
Paekakariki Press. Craig Revel Horwood, 
one of the Strictly judges, once said there 
were only three words to describe the dance 
he’d just seen: Ay - May - Zing! And this is 
what the Paekakariki Press is – a complete 
letterpress works hidden away at No.4  
www.paekakarikipress.com.

Having blagged our way in through se-
curity gates (not easy) we were welcomed 
by Matt McKenzie, a fellow BPS member, 
and shown the works – everything from 
an Albion to several Adanas with Heidel-
berg and Thompson, Monotype caster and 
Ludlow in between. He has the bloomin’ lot! 

An on-site printed book or two was pur-
chased, but we couldn’t be tempted by his 
freshly-minted type as most of us have, well, 
enough already! But if you want crisp new 
Monotype, and borders too, this is the place 
www.taniwhatypefoundry.com. By the 
way, these strange names come from New 
Zealand, which is where Matt came from.

We then strolled off to Vestry House 
Museum, another lovely Walthamstow en-
terprise (free) before meeting up with Matt 
to buy him a pint at the pub then, with his 
wife, to the local tapas bar. Altogether fabu-
lous, fast train home and here’s to next year’s 
Summer excursion. 
Adrian Towler (10068)

Matt McKenzie in his workshop
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Matt McKenzie in his workshop

13 November
Surrey & Sussex Branch 
AGM, Libby & Chris Green, Merstham

Thursday 15th November: PG deadline

Sunday November 18th
Solent Branch
Visit to Carpathian Foundry

Wednesday 21 November
Dorset Branch
Whitcombe Monymusk Stables DT2 8NY

Saturday 15 December 
Dorset Branch
Christmas lunch. Venue to be confirmed

Branch meetings are open to all Society members. 
Anyone who plans to attend a meeting who is not 
a member of the Branch concerned should check 
with the Branch Secretary in case details have 
changed.

DIARY OF EVENTS
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PRINT INSPIRATION

Malcolm Hull and his Mosquito Vodka & Dam Raider Gin
Two advertising pages from U&lc from 1974-75



They are not always easy to photograph, 
as some are obscured by deep shadows on 
sunny days. 

The Red Lion Court plaque commemo-
rates William Caslon’s sanserif typeface, 
issued in 1816 as Two Lines English Egyp-
tian, and the incised text explains that it 
was popularised by Taylor & Francis who 
had their printing works in the court. It’s 
debatable whether they did much to pro-
mote sanserif types, which proved very 
difficult to sell to Britain’s printers in 1816. 
Examples of their early use are almost im-
possible to find. It’s curious to think that 
before Caslon’s face, there had not been a 
single sanserif cast as metal type.

Johnson’s Court leads to Dr Johnson’s 
house in Gough Square and the entrance 
panel highlights his work on the first 
comprehensive English dictionary (there 
were others before Johnson’s). St Dun-
stan’s Court has a plaque featuring Space 
Invaders (from the computer game of the 
same name) to represent new technology 
in the form of computer-based printing 

My regular journey to St Bride Li-
brary takes me by underground on 
the Central Line to Chancery Lane, 

and then through the maze of narrow 
courts leading to Fleet Street. There are 
many of these, hidden away from the main 
thoroughfare, which provide useful short-
cuts to my destination. I like to vary the 
route and rarely take the same path to St 
Bride two days in a row.

On the north side of Fleet Street there 
are nine courts, some of which intercon-
nect. On the south side the names of the 
narrower thoroughfares are sometimes 
rather more romantic—Hood Court, 
Magpie Alley and Hanging Sword Alley 
spring to mind, but with the exception of 
Magpie Alley, which has a rather stunning 
tiled mural depicting the history of print-
ing and newspapers, the north has greater 
visual interest.

Around 20 years ago the nine courts 
on the north side had commemorative 
panels set into their paved entrances. Each 
marks a former occupant, newspaper or 
in one case technological development. 
Sometimes the connections are tenuous, 
and occasionally inaccurate. These grey 
granite panels still exist, but many are now 
stained or dotted with chewing gum detri-
tus, as you can see from the accompanying 
images. Some are scuffed and scratched 
from the wheels of delivery trolleys which 
trundle in and out of the courts each day 
with barrels of beer for Ye Olde Cheshire 
Cheese and assorted merchandise for 
other businesses located within them. 

FLEET STREET AT YOUR FEET
BOB RICHARDSON TAKES A LOOK AT THESE INTRIGUING PLAQUES, SET IN THE 
PAVEMENTS OF FLEET STREET’S COURTS, CELEBRATING THE AREA’S HERITAGE
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FEATURE BOB RICHARDSON (9718)



commemorates another newspaper—the 
Daily Express—with a facsimile front page 
from 1900. The Express building (nick-
named ‘The Black Lubyanka’ by Private 
Eye) still stands, but like many former Fleet 
Street newspaper offices it is now a monu-
ment to Mammon in the form of Goldman 
Sachs, rather than the press.

Crane Court’s plaque reminds us of 
Fleet Street’s newspaper origins, with a 
facsimile page from the Daily Courant, Brit-
ain’s first regular daily newspaper, dating 
from 1702. The Courant was published by 
Mrs Elizabeth Mallett, from premises “next 

processes. This one is effectively an epi-
taph to the old Fleet Street hot metal era.

The Wine Office Court panel features 
Charles Dickens’ magazine All The Year 
Round. Dickens was a familiar face at Ye 
Old Cheshire Cheese pub (still a popular 
venue in the Court for lunchtime drinkers 
and tourists) and he mentions the hostelry 
in A Tale of Two Cities. Bolt Court, former 
home to the London County Council 
School of Photoengraving and Lithogra-
phy, has a mock-up of The Sun newspaper’s 
front page which reported the death of 
Elvis Presley in 1977, while Hind Court 
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editions, with those several days or weeks 
old still fetching good prices long after the 
headlines had faded from memory. News-
paper taxes were applied per sheet, so some 
crafty publishers sold their papers folded 
but uncut. 

The last two plaques are in Cheshire 
Court and Hen & Chicken Court (tucked 
away down the side of the church of St 
Dunstan-in-the-West). Hen and Chicken 
Court’s plaque features the Sheffield Daily 
Telegraph (founded 1855), supposedly the 
first-ever newspaper with a dedicated tele-
graph line for news stories, hence its name. 
Samuel Morse had patented the electric 
telegraph in 1837, eighteen years before the 
newspaper was launched. 

Cheshire Court has a rather more 
grisly reputation. This dingy alleyway—
scheduled  for improvement work by the 

to the King’s Arms Tavern at Fleet Bridge”. 
The newspaper was printed to bring up-to-
date news of the Continental wars, and was 
only made possible because a daily postal 
service had been set up between Dover and 
London.

It took the government a decade to re-
alise that newspaper taxation could be a 
source of substantial revenues and in 1712 
they introduced the crippling newspaper 
levy, effectively pricing topical news out 
of the reach of most people for over 140 
years. The high purchase price of a daily 
newspaper led to a brisk trade in older 

FEATURE BOB RICHARDSON (9718)
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The high purchase price 
of a daily newspaper led 
to a brisk trade in older 
editions



agent and multi-millionaire, Alexander 
Lebedev, who purchased his controlling 
interest (64%) in the title for just £1 in 2009.

John Betjeman used to urge those with 
an interest in metropolitan  architecture 
to “Look up!”, but in the winding courts of 
Fleet Street it’s sometimes much more re-
vealing to look down.

Corporation of London—was the court 
which ran along the side of Sweeney Todd’s 
barber shop, and through which bodies 
were transported to Mrs Lovett’s pie shop, 
or at least that’s what tour guides have been 
telling visitors for some years. The ‘facts’ 
are hardly worth disputing as Todd is a 
fictitious character, like Mrs Lovett and her 
delicious meat pies. 

The Cheshire Court panel commemo-
rates The Standard newspaper, with a 
facsimile front page from May 1827, the 
year of its launch. The newspaper was first 
printed at Blackfriars, several hundred 
yards from Fleet Street. Originally pub-
lished in morning and evening editions, it 
is still around today as the London Evening 
Standard (latterly just The Standard), edited 
by former Chancellor of the Exchequer 
George Osborne. The owner is former KGB 
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BRANCH REPORT

Lincolnshire & District Branch

Our September meeting found us once 
again at Rotaset in Mablethorpe as 
guests of Malcolm and Sandra Hull.

Upon arriving Malcolm showed us his 
latest project - the production of superb 
gin and vodka, which go under the names 
of Dam Raider and Mosquito. Though as 
printers, most of our discussion centred 
around the stunning bottle artwork (see 
photo on page 247). To find out more visit 
www.lincolnimpdrinks.com.

We were then treated to a demonstra-
tion of Malcolm’s stop-cylinder press 
on loan from St Bride. The machine is a 
forerunner of the Wharfedale machines 
and, while we saw the machine being 
powered by hand, it can be fitted to a belt 
drive and power source of choice.

At the opposite end of the letterpress 
spectrum, Mike Edwards brought along 
a small Model Number 1 hand platen 
that he is currently restoring. Mean-
while Jane West showed us her exquisite 

linocut that she will shortly be editioning 
on her newly acquired Albion. Later in 
the day, after our fish and chips lunch, 
members printed a proof of an illustra-
tion of Lincoln Cathedral on the Korrex 
proofing press.  All in all, another won-
derful printing day out by the sea for the 
Lincolnshire & District Branch.
Mike Edwards 10374

For all typographers with a sense humour (Yes, they do exist.):  a comic strip seen on the wall of Matt McKenzie’s workshop.  

Reproduced by kind permsission of David Malki at www.wondermark.com
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How I joined the BPS

The first contact I had with the BPS was in 
1962. I had placed an advertisement in the 
‘Wanted’ column of the Liverpool Echo for 
an Adana 8-5.

A few days later a chap called Tom Bowes 
came along to our house one evening. He 
was the Secretary of the Liverpool Branch 
(of ISPA). Evidently Vic Wood, who was 
President at the time, had spotted my 
advertisement and sent a note to him. (I 
know this because when I started a print-
ing business I bought one of his machines 
with type, etc., and found the note amongst 
some old papers.)

I did receive a reply to my advertisement, 
from the Conservative Club in Wallasey. 
Having made arrangements by phone, my 
father took me over in his motorcycle and 
sidecar to collect it. As usual, most of the 
type was mixed, with Royal Blue ink on it, 
and in a cardboard box. After giving it a 

good clean and sorting it, it appeared to be 
in good condition.

This wasn’t my first press, as I had 
bought a Model No. 4 from a wholesale 
confectioner the previous year. I must 
have been planning to expand my empire, 
for several weeks later I remember getting 
a feeling of entrepreneurial satisfaction 
when my 15-year-old brother was printing 
with the Adana, and I was doing a job on 
the Model 4. All this was in our bedroom!

It didn’t last, though, for two years later 
(in November 1964) I sold the Model 4 
platen plus the type to a monastery near 
York (and that’s another story), most cer-
tainly because that month I finished my 
six-year apprenticeship as a lithographic 
printer, and being ‘free’ I wanted to travel 
– and did.

During my six years as an apprentice I 
served my time with three different com-
panies, which I think is unique, and I shall 
write more about that at a later date.

PRINT MEMORIES JOHN MCIVER [4091]

Society ElectionsThe British Printing 
Society, founded in 1944 
by William Brace 
as a ‘Society of friends’.

For all typographers with a sense humour (Yes, they do exist.):  a comic strip seen on the wall of Matt McKenzie’s workshop.  

Any eligible* member may be nominated for a position on the 
Executive Council to take office from the 2019 Annual General 
Meeting.  The seven positions available are:

President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and Three Councillors
A Nomination must be proposed and seconded by two eligible* 
members in accordance with Rule 23 and sent so as to reach the 
Society’s Secretary no later than 31st December 2018

* an eligible member is any paid up member over 18 years old and 
has been a member of the Society for at least 12 months.

A sample Nomination Form can be downloaded from the website at 
http://www.bpsnet.org.uk/members/election.html



REPORT RON WATSON  (8465)
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several old printing presses in working 
order. The usual BPS members were on 
hand to talk about and show how they 
worked. One comment concerned the 
Albion press, which had worked perfectly 
on the opening day of the show, but when 
we walked on the stand, it refused to 
print a perfect image, without the block 
being adjusted. The Letterpress Collec-
tive from Bristol and Nick Hand and his 
Adana on a bike was being put through its 
paces. Also, John Purcell with samples of 
paper occupied one corner of the area.

The larger stands throughout the cen-
tral area had various stands of all sizes, 
with well known companies displaying 
the very latest equipment available.

Jean and I traveled once again to the 
outskirts of Birmingham, to attend 
another print show. Following the 

announcement last month that IPEX has 
finally died, this means that The Print 
Show had become the major exhibition of 
all things relevant to the graphic arts and 
printing industry. This year several com-
panies increased the size of their stands 
and a larger hall was filled to the outside 
walls, which is always a good sign.

Information I obtained from a stall 
holder on the Wednesday, indicated that 
the attendance on the first day was up by 
300 visitors, which could mean that over 
the three days, there will be a new record 
set for numbers.

We started by walking round the stalls 
which were around the outside walls of 
the hall. This tends to be where those 
companies who are attending for the first 
time are positioned. I believe this allows 
them to get involved without a large in-
vestment. One thing that was noticeable 
this year was the complete lack of 3D 
printers, instead these seemed to have 
been replaced by embroidery machines.

Letterpress was in evidence again with 
St Brides occupying a corner stand, with 

RON WATSON’S ACCOUNT OF HIS 
DAY OUT AT THE 2018 PRINT SHOW
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The Print Show 2018 smashes attendance record
Organisers of The Print Show have revealed that this 
year’s event attracted a record 5,976 attendees. The 
Print Show will return to the NEC in September 2019
• The 2018 show ran from September 18th to 20th at 
the NEC in Birmingham and saw a host of major print, 
wide-format, finishing and software brands exhibit.
• A number of companies reported sales at the 
event; Konica Minolta, Friedheim International, 
CMYUK and Renz were among those that sold kit 
in the show floor.
• HP attracted plenty of interest in its new Latex 
R-series machinery, which was being shown for 
the first time in UK, while Hybrid Services also saw 
crowds gather around its Mimaki kit.
• Elsewhere, Epson enjoyed a successful event where 
it showed off various pieces of kit in order to dem-
onstrate is ability to support customers across a 
number of key markets.
• Xeretec was also displaying the new Xerox Iridesse 
press for the first time and reported very heavy 
footfall across the three days.
• Duplo International, Morgana, RISO, Vivid Laminat-
ing Technologies, Antalis, B&R Moll, Perfect
• Bindery Solutions and Printers Superstore were 
among the many other companies in attendance.

1. Treadle press
2. Roy Caslon & 
Bob Richardson
3.  A Brace of Adanas
4. A Columbian



BRANCH REPORT
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South Wales Branch

Branch members made a welcome 
return on 24th May to ‘ugly, lovely Swan-
sea’ (Dylan Thomas) and to the cosy 
print room of our Branch Chair, Steph 
Mastoris. In readiness, Steph had typeset 
some keepsakes for use on three very 
different machines – an Albion, a Crop-
per Charlton Proofing Press and a small 
Ajax flatbed.  

The Albion was as pleasing to use as 
well-maintained Albions and Columbi-
ans always are, bringing that sense of 
satisfaction which comes from using a 
solid, well-engineered press that some-
how connects the user with 500 years 
of history. The proofing press had been 
set up to type height plus the thickness 
of the galley, and first pulls were taken 
without a blanket, but it was soon clear 
that the extra pressure of a blanket pro-
duced better results.

The Ajax machine had been bought on 
a whim and not used by Steph until ear-
lier that evening. There are a few of these 
quirky little flatbeds still knocking about, 
almost all without the roller and side-
lay. Steph’s machine had both of these, 
though the roller had perished well 
beyond use, but they are not essential for 
printing. The main challenge was getting 
the right balance between the packing 
thickness and the impression screws so 
as to achieve an even print. We agreed 
that an acceptable result could have been 
achieved with a little more perseverance 
than we had time for. 

Steph’s interest lies in printing with an 
emphasis on quality and innovative ideas 
rather than volume, and he had experi-
mented successfully with dampened 

water-colour paper to achieve embossed 
effects. He gave a brief demonstration of 
how to achieve the required dampness, 
and then printed samples on both the 
Albion and the Cropper. 

Steph’s solution to storing type also 
attracted interest – having to be eco-
nomical with space, he uses plastic boxes 
made to store craft materials, each with 
subdivided inserts that fit one above the 
other to accommodate a half or quar-
ter fount. The boxes fit neatly onto the 
shelves of a particular storage unit of 
well-known Swedish design. The boxes 
are comfortably portable, and, of course, 
are dust and woodworm proof. 

We had an enjoyable evening with five 
members and two guests in attendance, 
with tea, knowledgeable conversation, 
reminiscence, enthusiasm  and shared 
expertise – just what the BPS is all about 
and who could ask for anything more?  

This report appears later than expected, due to emails being 
waylaid somewhere between Swansea and the editor’s office.
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problems, You Plan to Print, Blocks and 
Makeready, Evening School, Some Hints on 
Presswork, An Easy Way to Emboss, The 
Way of Good Typography, I Sued for Debt, 
Ragged Lines, How I Started Printing – 1, 2, 
3, 4 & 5, Direct Drive for a Cropper, A Face 
I Know (a psychological study of Typogra-
phy), Make a Point of Checking Your Points! 

Production of the magazine was impeded 
in 1959 by a six week strike by print and 
paper workers who subsequently became 
the first manual workers to achieve a 40 
hour working week.

2. Vol 7 May 1960 – April 1961 and Vol 8 
May 1961 – April 1962, Editor Kenneth 
Hardacre. Articles: The Wind of Change 
1, 2, How I started printing 6- 11, Sold for 
a Song, Machines can be Machinations, 
Wooden Furniture, Printers are People! 
(A series of pictures), The Glossary Game, 
Printing in School, The Firstfruit – a Christ-
mas Fantasy, A Proud One-Horse Printer, 
Accident and Evolution, Some Printing 
Pitfalls, Making Rubber Stamps, That 
Stitching Job, Litho on the Hand-Press, 
“News of theWorld” Visit, The Type Designs 
of Eric Gill, The Printer 1811, How I Recon-
ditioned and Motorised a Gem No. 1 Treadle 
Platen, Handsetting is Best, Miss (and 
Mrs.) Prints, Rubber Stereos and the Small 
Printer, It Couldn’t Happen Here, New Year 
Resolutions for Branch Members, Arrest 
That Man!, You Can Double Your Custom-
ers!, Early Organisation among Printers, 
New Rules for Old, Baskerville, Bell.

In Part 1 of this article I talked about the 
early days of our Society’s newsletter 
and then magazine and tried to give 

examples of articles or items which illus-
trated how much can be learned from the 
magazine, not only about how to do things 
or about how other people do or did them 
but also about the workings of the Society 
in its early days and some of the person-
alities involved.

As I indicated there are eleven duplicated 
volumes and the Executive Council has 
agreed that these can be offered to mem-
bers. If you would like to become the owner 
or custodian of one of these volumes, 
please contact me. My email address and 
phone number are shown inside the front 
cover One volume per person only, free on 
receipt of the cost of postage (which can be 
discussed when requests for volumes are 
received). I am now going to summarise 
some of the main topics and articles cov-
ered in each volume. 

ISPA News 
1. Volume 5, May 1958, No 1 – Volume 
6, April 1960, No 12. Editor Joe Shearn 
until June 1959, then Kenneth Hardacre. 
Articles: Printing in Schools part 3, 4 & 5, 
Printing on Hand-Made Paper, Xerography, 
New Print School for Birmingham, The Use 
of Rule, Magazine Review/Survey, In De-
fence of Rubber Rollers, Plastic Binding for 
Books, Increasing Your Customers 1, 2 & 3,
Inks and Driers, An Aid for the Adana User, 
Are You a Good Customer?, Purchase Tax 

SMALL (PRINTER) BEGINNINGS
IN PART TWO OF HER HISTORY OF SMALL PRINTER BPS LIBRARIAN, LIBBY 
GREEN, LISTS THE CONTENTS OF THE SURPLUS VOLUMES THAT SHE IS OFFERING 
TO SOCIETY MEMBERS TOGETHER WITH DETAILS OF HOW TO APPLY FOR THEM

FEATURE LIBBY GREEN (10855)
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Make your own binding rig, Margins for 
the small page, Living with litho (series), 
A bodger’s friend, Spot that space; More 
spaces spotted, Roller improvements, 
Blockmaking, Typomania Albionensis, As 
green as a gooseberry, Preparing paper 
plates, Gadgetomania, Stanley Morison, A 
Christmas story, Copyfitting for the small 
page.

5. Volume 6, 1970, Nos 61-72; Editor 
Norman Lailey. Articles: A Lubran in 
Amsterdam, Slurring due to wear in platen 
bearings, Printing Processes (series), A 
year to D Day (decimal currency came into 
use on 15th February 1971), Making print 
measurable, A mind-opener, Tokyo print-
shop, At the press (series), H Herbert Ward, 
Multicolour linocuts, An ancient quar-
rel (by W R Brace), Man’s inhumanity to 
man, ABZ, Rider Roller, The Little Press, A 

Small Printer 
Regular items in all volumes include mem-
bers’ letters, review of Bundle items, book 
reviews and Branch Reports. Also Annual 
Report, Convention Report and Executive 
Council Minutes.

3. Volume 1, 1965, Nos 1-12 Editor Derek 
Maggs Articles: A Business of One’s Own 
(series), Some problems solved, Printer’s 
Pleasure, DIY: A hand operated single 
folder, Confessions of a Typomaniac, His-
tory of ISPA (series), Enchanted country 
of type, Outlook for the British Printing 
Society, More problems solved, The Adonis 
Family, The magic lure of print, Smallness 
a trump card, BPS emblem designs, Old 
Jemmy’s penny sensations, Small offset is 
big business, Handy case for small founts, 
DIY: Thermographic printer, Decorated 
typefaces, The story of a school press, Tea-
time doodling (series), Absolute Beginner, 
Kinds of typefaces, I chose the Vicobold, 
Printing for a living, Paper plates (series), 
A visit to RISCA, Type storage in a limited 
space, An introduction to silk screen, One 
man paper to appear again.

4. Volume 3, 1967, Nos 25 – 36 Articles: 
Henry VIII and the BPS Convention, 
Hampton Court, The Shoestring Press, 
Music in print, Teatime doodling 
(series continues), All Sorts – a printing 
miscellany (series), Rowland Hill’s cylinder 
press, Fitting a reset counter to an Eight 
Five, Setting text, My first press was a 
“mini”, When opportunity knocks, Basic 
Letterpress (series), Come into the den, 
Taurus Press productions, The parts of 
a book, Living with litho, History of ISPA 
(series continues), Pictures from lino, Most 
delicate profundities, Modernising a Scout 
block, A few hints on offset, An impression 
of the Monotype visit (1967 Convention), 
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series), Screen Printing, Pictures from 
Type, Measure for Measure, Copyright, 
Punctuation (series), Variable speed drive 
for Thompson Platen, The history of some 
Sans-Serif, types, An Innocent at Litho 
(series,parts 1 & 2. By John Easson), Using 
shading tints.

7. Volume 18, 1982, Nos 1-12; Editor Derek 
Fordred. Articles: Exhibition (of printing 
equipment in the Science Museum), Bedsit 
Printer(series), Embellishment (series), 
Lincoln cathedral Library, Mixed Sorts, 
Bookbinding for Beginners (series), Contro-
versy Corner (occasional series continues), 
Hot Foil Nyloprint, Hints and tips on an 
8-5 Adana, Removal Experiences (David 
Lund), Miraclon at the Halcyon Press, TP48 
Gripper Problem, Line drawings from 
photographs, Places of printing interest in 
the Lake District, Miniature screen print-
ing (series), Giving the wrong impression, 
Antique types, High Flying printing, Typo-
graphic style, Stitching small leaflets.

8. Volume 19, 1983, Editor Derek Fordred. 
Articles: Hints, Bedsit Printer (continued), 
Producing the Parish Magazine, From 
heavy art platen to hand quarto, Obituary: 
William Brace, Looks are everything, One 
man and his wayzgoose, The Sterling Type 
Foundry, Getting a quart from a pint pot, 
The Black and Blue Brigade (part 1; contin-
ues in May 1984), Jarrett, A Hand-Operated 
Folding Machine, Photocopiers as Plate-
makers, The Trials and Tribulations of an 
Apprentice Blockmaker, Miraclon Block-
making, The Novice’s Journal, The Boys of 
the Old Brigade (occasional series).

9. Volume 20, 1984, Editor Derek Fordred 
then Vernon Mason from June. Articles: 
Unusual presses, The Printer’s Beanfeast 
(about the Wayzgoose) (3 parts plus letters 

justification of justification, Colour and the 
printer (series), A world traveller by reason 
of his trade, Nyloprint, Papermakers 
against the small printer, After a life-time 
of sailoring (letter), BPS members welcome 
at St Bride’s – New exhibition room open, 
What is St Bride’s?, Northprint 70 at Leeds, 
Britain postcoded, He wears his BPS tie at 
the Prince’s birthday party (letter), From 
HS2 to golfball heads (the Adana HS2, not 
the one which springs to mind today!).

6. Volume 16, 1980, Nos 1-12; Editor Derek 
Fordred. Articles: Type, All Sorts (series 
continues), At the press (occasional series), 
Who was Plantin?, From Case to Chase 
(series), The BPS Proficiency Scheme 
(series), Thoughts of an Idle Heidelberg 
(series), Wastepaper and Wellies, Not 
Friday the 13th Again!, Typographic 
Design, Controversy Corner (occasional 

FEATURE LIBBY GREEN (10855)
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Budget, An Abecedeum of Terms used in 
Book Publishing, A Type Picture Christmas 
Card, Special feature: In the “Know Your 
EC” series, photos of our President, Jean 
Watson, when she was the Hon Secretary 
and of John Easson who was then 
President.

11. Volume 25, 1989, Editor Reg Allenby. 
Articles: Engraving on Vinyl, Letterpress 
8-5 (4 – 5), Design Faults in BusinessCards, 
Just in Case, At the Press, The Society 
Device, Photopolymer Plates for the Small 
Printer, Two Remarkable Printers (an 
article about visits to David Winkworth 
and George Wright)., Gill Sans Nimbus, The 
Printing of Music, An Ancient Quarrel (by 
W R Brace), Our Branch, A new series on 
Desk Top Publishing and much resulting 
correspondence. More pictures of Mrs 
Watson and Mr Easson!

on page 277), Photocopiers for Platemak-
ing, Nature study in the printshop, Biblical 
bloomers, Making a process camera for 
Miraclon blockmaking, Making Hair 
Spaces, Print from Copiers, A working 
Victorian printing office in Manchester 
(in the Manchester Craft Village, now 
the Manchester Craft and design Centre 
and the Printing Office is probably no 
longer there)., The Black and Blue Brigade 
(Part 2, continued from Nov 1983)., At the 
Press – The Novice’s Journal, Publish-
ing for Beginners (by Alan Brignull), The 
Master Printer of America (short article 
about Benjamin Franklin), Small Letter-
press Printing for Profit (series), A Sight 
Less Obvious (an amusing article about 
age and small print) plus letter page 296, 
Comments and Ideas relating to Screen-
printing, Results of a membership survey, 
Have a go at Thermography, Limericks sub-
mitted by members for a competition at 
the Convention “There was a keen printer 
fanatic…”, Sagas and Printing Ink, What 
Price a Hot-foil Blocking Press?, Hints for 
Adana TP48 users.

10. Volume 24, 1988, Editor Reg Allenby. 
Articles: A Brother of the Chappel: Wood 
in Printing by Brother Democritus, 
The National Museum of Printing and 
Publishing, Private Production Notes, 
Orders by Design, Converting a mangle 
to a Press, Letterpress 8-5 – articles 1-3 - 
continued in 1989., Desktop Publishing 
– Another Revolution, Adana Arm! 
Compositor’s Leg!, The Lay of the Case, 
A Visit to “The Printer’s Arms”, Adapting 
th Adana QFB to take A4 sheets, Moving 
Experiences (1) – continued in 1989., New 
Perspectives on Desktop and Corporate 
Publishing, Technical Terminology (by 
the late W R Brace), Bookbinding for 
Beginners, Desktop Publishing on a limited 



REPORT

Southampton Wayzgoose

The inaugural Southampton Wayzgoose took place 
on Saturday 22 September. Organised by members of 
the newly formed Solent branch and Dorset branch, 
it had something for everyone from hard core type 
hunters to members of the public buying cards and 
printed gifts, and discovering the joys of printing..

The Wayzgoose brought together 20 stallholders 
from many diverse backgrounds, not just traditional 
letterpress printing. The aim was to show the public 
the wide range of ‘graphic arts’ available to buy and 
take part in. So we had fine printers from BPS and 
OGP, fine art printmakers, book artists, student 
printers, book dealers and the ubiquitous Mr Beever 
from Urbanfox Letterpress who is always a major 
draw and seems to bring his own fanbase with him.

At 10am people were queuing in the drizzle to 
get in and be one of the 20 to get their hands on the 
well filled goodie bags. People continued to come 
through the door from opening time until closing 
time and there was never a quiet lull. We counted 
around 200 visitors throughout the day.

The BPS information stall was busy all day and 
we signed up 4 new Society members while the 
Solent branch cranked its membership up to 12 
(with another 6 in the wings), which considering 
we formed at this year’s convention with 3 is no 
mean feat. 

Several BPS members came along and some 
were running stalls including Owen Legg, Rachel 
Marsh, Paul Hatcher, Kim Lowe, Katherine Anteney, 
Art England, and Hannah Fitzpatrick. It was great 
to see brand new society member Simon Trewin 
of The Garage Press dipping his toes in the water 
with a fabulously packed stall. Liz Kirby, Ron Watson 
and Tim Bowman did sterling work manning the 
BPS info stall all day.

Tea, buns and cakes were provided by those lovely 
ladies of Dorset: Jean, Margaret and Win, keeping 
everyone fed and watered throughout the day and 
raising funds for Dorset branch.

All in all it was a great day out and so nice to see 
so many friendly faces. We will be back again next 
year but for now we need a bit of a nap.
Katherine Anteney 10784

Picture: Simon Griggs

The large number of reports received this month has forced me to set some of them in a more condensed 
face than I would normally use. This is just a one-off measure for this publication. Mike Edwards
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Bristol
Ian Knight
t 01179 854944 e bristol@bpsnet.org.uk 
Dorset
Win Armand Smith
01258 830628 e dorset@bpsnet.org.uk
Essex
Margaret Rookes
t 01245 611484 e essex@bpsnet.org.uk
Lincolnshire & District
Mike Edwards
t 01733 562867 e lincoln@bpsnet.org.uk
London
Matt McKenzie
t 07836 785505 e london@bpsnet.org.uk
Maidenhead
Paul Hatcher
t 01189 666124 e maidenhead@bpsnet.org.uk
Overseas
Kevin Thorp
t 00 353 1 8438346 e overseas@bpsnet.org.uk
Scotland
John Easson
t 01828 628001 e scotland@bpsnet.org.uk
Shropshire
Peter Criddle
t 01743 350208 e shropshire15@bpsnet.org.uk
Solent Branch
Elizabeth Kirby
t 01980 863143 e solent@bpsnet.org.uk
South Wales
Dominic Hartley
t 07970 722029 e swales@bpsnet.org.uk
Surrey & Sussex
Libby Green
t 01737 644145 e surrey@bpsnet.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES

BRANCH 
SECRETARIESNew members

10913 Mr Glenn Sherwood  
Swansea info@thesalthousepress.co.uk
10914 Mr & Mrs Tim Howard 
Eastleigh annetim81@sky.com
10915 Mrs Caroline O’Callaghan 
Lymington ocallaghan.caroline@gmail.com
10916 Ms Eliza Bruml 
Winchester elizabruml1@gmail.com
10917 Mr Mark Tanner 
Southampton info@blunt-print.com
10918 Mrs Heather Prescott 
Shrewsbury heather_prescott@btinternet.com

Donations
9355 William Overington

Any member who requires contact details of 
any other member should initially contact the 
Membership Secretary.

NEW SOCIETY MEMBERS

Membership renewals Currently £30 for UK, 
£45 for Overseas, or £30 Overseas Online only, and 
notifications of change of any personal or contact 
details should be sent to the Membership Secretary: 
Chris Green, Noddyshall, Rockshaw Road, 
Merstham, Redhill RH1 3DB Please make cheques 
payable to the ‘British Printing Society’.

COMPLETE HOME BOOKBINDERY FOR SALE Trough 
& Plough, Sewing Frame, Nipping Press, Laying 
Press,, Rolls of Bookcloth, Grey Boards, Card Cutter, 
Thread, Tape, Needles, etc. To be sold complete. 
Buyer to collect (Chester). For detailed list, e-mail Dr 
Derek Nuttall (9693) at nuttall.r.d.n@btinternet.com

FOR SALE

WANTED: 36pt Playbill, upper case O. 18pt Garamond, 
upper case J K Q R and lower case q x. Richard 
Paterson (9575). OFFERED: 18pt Cheltenham Bold 
Condensed (Monotype?) about 200 u & l case letters. 
No cap C, only one E. Adrian Towler (10068).

SORTS CORNER
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Line adverts (text only) per month Members Only Free (up to 50 words) then 10p per word

Display advertisements 1/4 page per month £7.00

Display advertisements 1/2 page per month £15.00

Display advertisements Full page per month £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A5) £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A4 folded to A5) £30.00

The Editor and Advertising Manager reserve the right to refuse any advertisement. Although every 
effort will be made to publish an advertisement in a specified issue if requested, this cannot be 
guaranteed.
The same display advertisement appearing in four or more consecutive issues is subject to a 10% 
discount and when in seven or more consecutive issues subject to a 15% discount.
Cheques payable to “British Printing Society” and material should be sent as follows or contact the 
Advertising Manager if you wish to pay by PayPal.
Line Advertisements should be sent to the Editor by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Display Advertisements should be sent with payment to the Advertising Manager also by the 10th.
Printed inserts (350) must be sent with payment to the Mailer so as to arrive by the 25th of the month.

Small Printer Advertising Rates

Supplier of secondhand type and letterpress miscellany.

Rapidly changing stock. Worldwide shipping.

After many years trading on eBay, a new website will be launching February at
www.urbanfoxletterpress.co.uk

Stay up to date by following on Instagram - search urbanfox.letterpress and
see new and current stock posted daily.

URBANFOX LETTERPRESS

wanted☞
All letterpress items of interest. Fair prices always
paid. Nationwide collection. I've worked with many
BPS members in the past and always ensure
everything goes on to be used again as intended.

07950 953 543 or hello@urbanfoxdesign.co.uk☎

☞

☞

☞

☞

Based in Broadstairs Kent - Visitors always welcome



Ye Olde ‘One-Stop’ Letterpress Shoppe!

Why would you go anywhere else?

Re-manufactured Adana machines including treadle platens and proof presses - Composing sticks, 
typescales, galleys, furniture, quoins, quoin keys, planers, tweezers, bodkins - New & second-hand type 
laid in cases and/or wooden cabinets, @ signs, # signs, + signs, borders, dashes, rules and spacing 
materials.  High definition Rubber inking Rollers, a full colour range of letterpress inks, tympan manila 
platen dressing sheets and gauge pins. We also service and refurbish customer’s own machines.

www.caslon.co.uk
+44 1727 852 211

Our AdanaLite Photopolymer system enables you to easily make negatives and 
letterpress plates at home. We supply a range of polymer plates at competitive 
prices and make mounting bases to order to suit your machine and thickness of 
plates you wish to use. Professional, Reliable & Expert advice always available.

� 

Moulton Printing 01253 342992 www.moultonprinting.com


