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| From The Editor | | Chris Green (7614) |

You may recall – back in September 
– that the magazine featured a 
rather unflattering picture on the 

front cover. It was of a sadly neglected 
hand platen press, which was apparently 
a ‘Clipston’ self-inking hand press.
 We offer another similar machine to 
you this month. This was discovered on 
the roadside and became the property 
of Geoff Moor – read more about it 
on page 257. If you are puzzled by his 
first paragraph (“I’ve just received my 
September issue of Small Printer”) I 
should point out that Geoff lives in Perth 
(the Australian one, not the one across 
the border).
 Quite by chance, Geoff had earlier 
sent me an item about the ‘John Bull’ 
rubber-letter printing outfits. How 
many of us can trace our involvement in 
printing back to one of these? Somewhat 
bizarrely, entering ‘John Bull’ into the 
Amazon search engine brings up several 
instances of a different kind of kit – one 
for making your own home-brew.
 I wish to draw your attention to an 
article on page 253. This was sent to  me 
by St Bride Library and – well, you can 
read it for yourself. Probably only of 
interest if you live within easy reach of 
London, but quite a lot of our members 
do.
 If you have been a member for any 
length of time you will know (or know 
of) John Easson, who runs the Quarto 
Press near Perth (the one north of 
the border, not the Antipodean one). 
Barbara Morton has written a wonderful 
description of her visit to the ‘Press Here’ 
printing office and her reason for being 
there.
 Once you have read that piece (it starts 

overleaf and continues to page 251) 
please note the panel at the foot of that 
page. Next year’s Annual Convention 
will be held, as you see, in Bournemouth. 
By my reckoning this will be the sixth 
Convention organised by the Dorset 
Branch, and if you have been to one of 
their previous ones you know what to 
expect. If not, then I urge you to consider 
this – it’s a great deal more than a 
weekend by the seaside.
 We continue our occasional series 
of visits to far-flung print workshops 
on page 260, this time with a visit 
to Orkney. Kim Lowe describes the 
treasures to be found there and it’s 
certainly a good place to visit if you 
happen to be passing (not very likely, I 
agree, but you never know).
 When you’ve read Kim’s article, take 
a look at the Diary dates on page 261. 
If you are in the habit of visiting Print 
Fairs, you have a selection to choose 
from this month – ranging from IPEX 
(you should get this reminder just in 
time) in Birmingham to Llandudno. And 
for those who specialise in long-term 
planning, you can choose from Coventry, 
Plymouth and Hay-on-Wye, all next 
March.
 Before I go, please take note of the 
Bundle item describing the printing 
equipment belonging to Ken Hudson, a 
recently-deceased member. His widow is 
anxious to clear it, but she would prefer 
that it went to a good home (or homes). 

Cover Image: The Quarto Press. See 
article on page 248 by Barbara Morton.

Views expressed by individual authors are 
not necessarily the views of the Society.
All advertisements are accepted in 
good faith, the Society cannot take 
responsibility regarding the condition of 
the goods sold from the advertisements 
nor can it vouch for the accuracy of any 
statements in any advertisement.
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| Quarto Days  | | Barbara Morton (10837) | 

‘If you look for a letterpress printer, bear in 
mind that these days most are small-scale 
craft workers, hand-setting their texts in 
a carefully-chosen but limited range of 
typefaces and sizes, and using slow hand-
operated presses.’
John B Easson The Quarto Press, Coupar 
Angus

September 2016 and, together with 
my husband Jim, I had recently 
completed small editions of my three 

books, White Porcelain Bowls, Contain 
Symphonies of Yellow, and Origami. These 
we produced by screen-printing the text 
and binding the books in the Japanese 

wraparound style. 
 The books have been well received, and 
exhibited by The Royal Scottish Academy, 

Frames Gallery, Perth, and McNaughtan’s 
Antiquarian Bookstore and Gallery, 
Edinburgh. We are very pleased that a copy 
of White Porcelain Bowls is now held on 
the catalogue of the Scottish Poetry Library.
 However, in addition to these Artists’ 
Books we were keen to publish smaller 
pamphlet-style editions of my writing 
which could be produced in greater 
quantity at moderate cost and (as White 
Porcelain Bowls had taken a year to 
produce an edition of twenty-four) within a 
shorter time-frame. How would we achieve 
this using traditional print techniques? 
With concern for the arrangement of words 
upon a page and the visual, near structural 

relationship between the 
text and its environment, 
namely the book, being 
foremost, the solution 
seemed to lie in the realms 
of letterpress.
 Except we had no 
previous experience of 
letterpress, and, critically, 
no access to a printing 
press. The plan for a 
typeset pamphlet seemed 
wishful. And then, a friend 
told us about Perth Open 
Studios. These are held 
in September each year, 
and artists throughout 
Perthshire and Kinross-
shire open their studios 
to the public for this 
nine-day event. I browsed 
the catalogue and to my 
absolute delight came 
upon the Quarto Press.

 The journey from our home in
St Andrews to Coupar Angus, home of 
Quarto Press, is a scenic 40-minute drive 

Part 1: In the beginning . . .

White Porcelain Bowls Volume I
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taking us across the Tay Bridge into Angus 
and onto Perthshire. As we approached 
Coupar Angus, a village on the south 
side of the meandering River Isla, we 
followed closely the directions given in the 
brochure and, having taken all the correct 
turnings, arrived sooner 
than expected at the 
gate entrance to Quarto 
Press and the Press Here 
Letterpress Studio of John 
Easson.
 Our fi rst impression 
was – colour. A wonderful 
fl ourish of plants in pots 
and fl owers in baskets 
leads the way to the doors 
of the studio. These, we 
discovered, were the 
fruit of the labour of 
John’s wife Anne, whose 
talent overspills into the 
village centre where she 
creates, with her team of 
volunteers, stunning and 
award-winning fl ower 
displays.

 We were warmly greeted by John, who 
gave us a tour of his well-stocked studio 
followed by a typesetting and printing 
demonstration from a selection of one of 
his many printing presses. Encouraged by 
John to have a go, I managed to set type 

Origami

White Porcelain Bowls Volume II
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| Quarto Days  | |  Continued | 

and, with his help, print a sample of work 
to take home. It was magic.
 We stayed till closing, with John 
answering questions, telling us about his 
many years of letterpress experience and, 
in short, enchanting us with visions of 
the enormous potential of letterpress. We 
left via the conservatory, full of gorgeous 
greenhouse plants, and made one more 
acquaintance – the graceful Jenny – the 
beautiful print studio cat.
 The most striking thing for us was, 
arriving as we did with no knowledge of 
letterpress printing other than knowing 
this was a method of printing that would 
allow us to retain ownership of publication 
without compromising on the aesthetic 
appearance of the text on the page, was the 
enormous welcome we received from John 
who gave so generously of his time and 
shared so willingly his learned experience. 
Smitten by this enthusiast, encouraged by 

him that our objective was possible, we 
left as the doors were closing with a loan 
copy of Printing for Pleasure by John 

The ‘Press Here’ Letterpress Studio

Jenny the studio cat
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Ryder and a wonderful belief that we, total 
beginners, would soon be setting type for 
my fi rst pamphlet of poetry. We made 

arrangements to return to the Press Here 
Letterpress Studio: our Quarto Days had 
begun.

BPS Bournemouth Convention 2018
Hosted by the Dorset Branch

To be held at
Marsham Court Hotel, 3 Russell Cotes Road, Bournemouth,

Dorset, BH1 3AB

On the weekend of 20th to 22nd April 2018

Book Now
Send your Booking Form to:

Win Armand Smith,
Westbury Lodge,

Tarrant Gunville, Blandford Forum,
Dorset, DT11 8JW

The ‘Press Here’ Letterpress Studio
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For about the fi rst half-centenary 
of the Society’s existence, the 
‘membership year’ ran from January 

to December. Clearly this was convenient, 
but it did bring a couple of disadvantages.
 I’m sure you have noticed how busy 
the month of December is every year. 
It’s mainly due to that religious festival 
– perhaps we should call that a frenzied 
retail activity – a week before the end of 
the month. Last-minute presents (and 
cards, if you haven’t had the forethought 
to send them out in early November), 
end-of-term for the children, visits to plan, 
shopping to arrange . . . and then to add to 
all of this you would have had to remember 
to renew your BPS membership!
 Spare a thought for the Membership 
Secretary at that time. Membership was 
in the high hundreds, PayPal hadn’t been 
invented, and direct bank transfers were 
quite uncommon. Almost all renewals 
were paid by cheque (remember those?) 
and the task of banking several hundred 
cheques and updating the corresponding 
membership records was enough to spoil 
anyone’s turkey dinner.
 In the 1990s the renewal system was 
amended so that each new member’s 
‘year’ started with his or her date of 
joining. In an ideal world this would 
distribute membership evenly throughout 
the year, and to an extent this has 
happened, although about 20% of the 
membership still renews in December.
This may have made life easier for the 
Membership Secretary, but life brings 
so many things to remember (all those 
usernames and passwords, for instance, 
which security dictates must not be 
written down) that few people can be 
expected to remember the date of their 
membership renewal. Take heart: life is 
about to get just a little bit easier.
If you haven’t already recycled the 

envelope that brought you this magazine, 
take a look at the address label. If it is 
printed in red, then this is the last Small 
Printer you will receive unless you renew 
within the next few weeks (just to make 
it clear, a small notice to the right of 
your address is there to remind you). If 
your address appears in blue, then this 
magazine is the penultimate one – next 
month the label will be in red, and you 
know what that means.
 Most of the year the address will be 
printed in plain boring black – but there’s 
a bit of excitement still to come. To the 
right of your name you will see a number; 
this is the number of magazines (including 
the one in the envelope) you will receive 
before your membership expires. So if 
the label that brought you this magazine 
reads ‘3’, you will know that apart from the 
November magazine, you will receive two 
more – those for December and January. 
This is confi rmed by the expiry date shown 
at the top of the label.
There’s no need to wait until the last 
moment to renew your membership. 
You can renew at any time during the 
year – today, should you choose – and 
your membership will be extended by 
twelve months from its current expiry. The 
easiest way to pay is by PayPal: go to the 
Society website and click on ‘Membership 
Renewal’ from the menu on the left. Bank 
transfer is another way to pay, or you can 
go to the trouble of writing a cheque and 
posting it to me. All these methods will 
be explained in more detail when your 
renewal becomes due.
 This is not a life-changing moment, but I 
hope it might serve to remove a tiny (and 
unnecessary) bit of stress from your life. 
Should you have any comments on this – 
favourable, I hope, but any are welcome 
– email me at the address shown on the 
inside cover.

| Membership renewal | | Chris Green (BPS Membership Secretary) | 
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| Great-uncle George Dalziel | 

The 19th century was a great 
time of change and upheaval in 
commerce and industry, and one 

of those industries which changed 
drastically was the printing industry. 
By the mid-19th century the mass 
media was a burgeoning market and 
as people became more literate so 
did their sensational appetite for 
more reading materials, such as 
books, newspapers and ephemera.
 One company that capitalised on 
this growing commercial industry was 
The Camden Press, commonly known 
as The Brothers Dalziel. The brothers 
originated from Northumberland 
and came from a very large family of 
eight brothers and four sisters. In the 
second quarter of the 19th century 
the family moved from Newcastle to 
London to set up their own engraving 
workshop, The Camden Press.
 They were certainly not the only 
engraving fi rm at this time, but it is 
the wealth of information and the 
abundance of archival material they 
left behind that today enables us to 
see the wonderful array of people 
they worked with and the engraving 
work that the brothers undertook 
during the 60 years the engraving fi rm 
was in existence.
 Douglas Downing is a descendant of 
the family. As a child he liked nothing 
more than looking through the old 
family photographs and piecing 
together the family history. Thanks 
to his grandparents, storytelling was 
a common occurrence, and they 
often recounted stories about their 
life in east London during the Second 
World War, or going to school in 
the shadow of St Paul’s Cathedral. 
It was several years later, with the 
internet at his fi ngertips, that Douglas 

started to search for the names and 
dates of his ancestors, but he wasn’t 
expecting what came next! When 
he fi rst came across the unusual 
surname Dalziel it was just another 
name to add to the list, but on further 
exploration a different story revealed 
itself, one which was rich in social 
and art history but ultimately told 
an everyday human interest story of 
life, home and family in 19th century 
Britain.
 On Friday 24 November Douglas 
will give a talk on the Dalziel Brothers 
at St Bride Institute, starting at 7.00 
p.m. It will be a very rich and detailed 
talk about his research into the 
family and their work throughout the 
60 years that they ran the Camden 
Press. It is a culmination of 11 years’ 
worth of research and like any good 
story there is always a prequel. So to 
enliven the Dalziel story he unlocked 
the door and brushed off the dust and 
immersed himself in the archives. He 
started to look at the Dalziel family 
in 19th century Northumberland and 
how it all began, tracing the family 
footsteps. By doing this Douglas 
started to uncover some remarkable 
stories about the origins of the 
Brothers Dalziel; along the way he has 
created some new stories, and this is 
what he will discuss with you during 
his talk.

 Tickets £8.00 – £12.50 (online box 
offi ce closes at 6.00 p.m. before the 
event; doors open 6.30 p.m.)
 
For more information, visit the 
website at: http://www.sbf.org.uk/
events/pictures-in-the-fi re-or-great-
uncle-george-dalziel-discovering-a-
long-lost-family-history.



When I am out and about 
I usually go looking for 
letterpress and rubber 

printing press items – I have a small 
collection of John Bull outfi ts and a 
couple of others too. I had a John Bull 
set as a child, but I can’t now remember 
which one it was.
   On a recent trip I didn’t manage to fi nd 
any in the various country antique and 
second-hand shops we visited. Being in 
the Wheatbelt area of Western Australia, 
the second-hand shops had mostly bits 
of farming equipment and the like, 
whilst the ‘antique’ shops were mostly 
full of china and glassware – not greatly 
diff erent from shops everywhere.
   Here are a few shots of the rubber 
stamp outfi ts I have. The little rubber 
stamp printing press came with a few 
boxes of type. I found most of them 
down here in Australia although the No 
125 came from eBay.
   Several have a price written on them: 
I believe this is the original selling price 
since it is in the ‘old money’, and apart 

from one are written in pencil or ink. 
The John Bull Outfi t with no series 
number on it was sold for 2/4d; the No 
4 was 5/-; one of the No 6 was 3/6d 
and another 5/9d. The No 18 attracted 
a discount as the price is shown as 11/3 
less 1/3d with a total of 10/-.
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| John Bull  | | Geoff Moor  (10377} | 

No 3 Offi ce outfi ts with holders

No 3 Offi ce Outfi t Commercial Printer
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Excelsior rubber stamp No5

John Bull Printing Outfi t 
No 18 Instruction Book 

John Bull Printing outfi t various 
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Some fi ve years ago a new type 
of printing technology was 
announced. This was nanography, 

a process that uses ultra-small particles 
of ink to compile the image that is then 
transferred to the substrate. I have used 
the term substrate as this could be 
paper, card, and possibly even plastic. 
That is a very simplistic description of 
what it happens.
 Digital images can be created by laser 
or inkjet where the ‘dot’ is deposited 
onto the substrate and either fused (in 
the case of a laser) or allowed to dry (if 
by inkjet). Sometimes the toner method 
builds up the layers of toner in the case 
of a colour image on to a belt and then 
transferred to the substrate.
 Nanography deposits in a similar way, 
but it uses ultra-small droplets fi red at 
a heated blanket that dries the ink into 
an ultra-thin polymer fi lm, which is then 
pressed onto the substrate. The dots are 
smaller than those normally produced 
by inkjet and much smaller then litho. 

| Something new | | Ron Watson (6955) |

At present I am not sure which type of 
press is going to be available to come 
to the market place fi rst. Apparently the 
fi rst test machine will be in the packaging 
area. There are sheet-fed and web 
machines under test.
 With any new technology, from the 
idea to production can take some time 
and there can be several re-designs 
along the way. This has happened with 
this technology. This means that we still 
wait to see what can be achieved on 
the press and only then will be able to 
compare and decide if once again there 
is a serious challenge to litho.
 It is doubtful that any of these 
machines will be on show at IPEX at the 
end of October this year, but you never 
know. This show takes place from the 
31 October to 3 November at the NEC 
Birmingham. It will be a very truncated 
show compared to previous years and it 
is being staged despite the “Print Show” 
taking place at Telford less than a month 
earlier.

Publishing Group Annual 2016
‘Outrageous Fonts’

£7.50 including UK Postage

£9.75 including Overseas Postage

Purchase via the website at
http://www.bpsnet.org.uk/

PGSmallPrinting/pga2016.html

or send cheque payable to
BPS Publishing Group

to Ron Rookes
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I’ve just received my September issue of 
Small Printer and read with interest (as 
I do all the articles!) the request for help 

with the ‘unknown’ press. I too have a 
problem with identifying a press. Like the 
one in Richard Paterson’s article, it also 

is completely unmarked with regard to a 
maker or agent and is weighty.
 The press was discovered by friends 
of mine sitting outside a gardener’s 
shed in a public park where they’d been 
walking. They weren’t sure what it was, 
but thought it looked like a press and 
naturally let me know about it. After a bit 
of sleuthing I managed to fi nd out how it 
got there. 
 In the suburbs of Perth (Western 
Australia), once a year local councils 
arrange for residents to put out on the 
road verge large or heavy items of rubbish 
for collection. The rubbish truck crew 
had found this press on the road verge 
and given it to one of the gardeners for 
her to put in her garden as an ornament. 
Due to its weight it is a two-person lift, 

and she had not yet taken it home. A 
couple of trips to the shed enabled me to 
make contact and let her know what she 
had and whether she would be willing to 
part with it. A trade was arranged that 
involved a couple of bottles of champagne 
and I became the new owner. 
 The press is heavy: I have no idea of 
its weight but I can’t lift it. Two big burly 
blokes lifted it onto my trailer and I had 
to use my small engine lifter (the type of 
crane that mechanics use to remove a car 
engine) to unload it.
 The press has no markings of any 
description that I can fi nd. An attack with 
penetrating oil and a good period of time 
has freed up the movements so that it 
works smoothly. It is complete with rollers 
and a chase, fortunately. It is missing 
one of the delivery board brackets but 
that won’t be a problem as I can use the 
existing one as a model. I’ve had the press 
now for about half-a-dozen years, and one 
day will see if it will print. Any clues as to 
its make would be greatly appreciated.

| Another unknown  | | Geoff Moor  (10377} | 



258

Rod couldn’t fi nd one to fi t, but said 
he could probably make one for me. A 
search for information led me to the 
Pearl Restore group in the States who 
were very helpful, supplying drawings 
and photographs. Rod offered to modify 
or make a chase, and it is being done. 
Hopefully by the time this article is in 
print I shall have it up and running with 
my Cropper.

A visit to the Nonpareil Press at 
Slad, near Stroud (yes, the ‘Cider 
with Rosie’ Slad ) produced not 

only a great welcome from Rod Shaw 
and his engineer son-in-law Ben, but two 
Aladdin’s Caves stocked with more proof 
presses under one roof than I had ever 
seen, all patiently waiting to be restored.
 My visit was prompted by my search 
for an 8 x 5 chase for my Cropperette. 

| The Nonpareil Press | | John Tittley (10440) | 

Rod Shaw and Ben Presses awaiting restoration

A restored Korex proof press
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suffering. I heard about the BMA through 
the Jimmy Young programme (Radio 2). 
Through the Association I met people 
worse off than I was, and, believe me, to 
know you are not alone in your suffering 
is psychologically helpful. I also learnt a 
lot about how to control the problem, and 
about the triggers and ways to avoid them. 
Fortunately matters are much better for 
new sufferers nowadays.
   I feel that little or no research was done 
in those days because 90% of sufferers 
are women, and most doctors were men 
who did not believe migraine was a real 
problem. Migraine sufferers would have 
found it hard to qualify in medicine; my 
own exam results were much worse than 
they should have been because of my 
migraine. So you see why I respected Joan 
and, of course, her amazing and talented 
husband.

The Russell-Cotes museum, which 
is just across the road from our 
Bournemouth Convention hotel, 

is currently staging an exhibition of 
‘Miscellany, Linocuts, Woodcuts and Wood 
Engravings’ by John Liddell. Sadly, the 
exhibition fi nishes in mid-January so won’t 
be on during our Convention weekend. 
   John Liddell was a member of the former 
Wessex Branch. I met him when we moved 
to Dorset years ago: I went to see him at 
home, and I was greeted by his wife Joan. 
It was a ‘Goodness Gracious!’ moment; we 
already knew each other.
   I am a life-long migraine sufferer, and 
Joan was President of the British Migraine 
Association, which has been very important 
in my life. When I was young people blamed 
me for so-called bilious attacks, and I 
received no sympathy or support. I never 
saw a doctor who had any clue about my 

| My friend John | | Cornelius Cornes (5990) | 

| Whittington ‘Presstival’ | 

Each year on the fi rst Saturday of September as part of the village of Whittington’s 
Country Fair the Whittington Press opens it’s doors to the public. This year BPS 
Member David Wood joined them to  demonstrate his prototype proof press.
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When we were planning our 
holiday to Orkney, I found an 
advert for a studio off ering 

courses in a new print technique, 
and I spoke to Jeanne at ArtWorks 
of the Earth in Stromness. She off ers 

courses in a print technique which I 
will describe for a future issue of Small 
Printer. 
   She also recommended we make 
contact with Solisquoy Printmakers, 
also in Stromness, and I had the 
opportunity to visit their premises in 
the WASPS (Workshop and Artists 
Studio Provisions Scotland). There 
are WASPS studios located all over in 
Scotland, including in my home town of 
Kirkcudbright.
   Solisquoy Printmakers are a group 
and registered charity providing open 
access for printmaking. They have 
an Eagle Columbian along with an 
impressive collection of wooden type, 
lead type and some other equipment. 
The larger items are in their main space 
in WASPS which is the old Library for 
Stromness, and some smaller items are 
stored elsewhere. They off er courses in 
letterpress, etching, lino cuts, screen 
printing and colographs, and in print-
related activities including paper-
making and bookbinding. 

   The press and type were the collection 
of William Rendall in 1877. This was 
then taken over by his son W (William) 
R. Rendall, and also at one point 
owned by The Orcadian newspaper. 
In 1987 a grant from the Orkney Arts 
Society allowed for the purchase of the 
collection from Wilf Marr, printer and 
photographer, on his retirement (he 
had bought it in the 1960s). The cost 
of refurbishing the Eagle press and 
moving the collection was covered by 
the Heritage Lottery ‘Sharing Heritage’ 
Fund in January 2017.
   The collection also includes the fi rst 
Day Book from 1877 showing all the jobs 
printed by William Rendall, a fantastic 
social record of life in Victorian times.
   Interestingly, William Rendall fi rst 
used the equipment in a building very 
near the old Library building, so there is 
defi nitely a feeling of the press ‘coming 
home’.
   I was made to feel very welcome by 
a member who opened up for me after 
her work hours in a nearby gallery, and 

I now follow their activities closely on 
their Facebook page, which I hope you 
will look at. If you get to Orkney at all, 
they would welcome a visit from any 
fellow printers by prior arrangement. 
Email carol.dunbar@btinternet.com or 
send a message via the Facebook page.

| A visit to Solisquoy Printmakers  | | Kim Lowe (6026} | 

Solisquoy Day Book 1877

Solisquoy wooden type



Diary of Events
31st October to 3rd November
IPEX
NEC, Birmingham.
http://www.ipex.org/

Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th November
Leeds Print Fair
Leeds Corn Exchange, Call Lane, Leeds, 
LS1 7BR.
https://leedsprintfair.co.uk/

Friday 10th & Saturday 11th November
Small Publishers Fair
Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square, 
London WC1R 4RL
http://smallpublishersfair.co.uk/

Saturday 11th November
North Wales Print Fair
MOSTYN, 12 Vaughan Street, 
Llandudno LL30 1AB.
http://tinyurl.com/y9s27nhp

Saturday 11th November
Sheffi eld Print Fair
St Mary’s Church & Community 
Centre, Bramall Lane, Sheffi eld.
http://printmakingcentral.tumblr.com/

Tuesday 14th November
Surrey & Sussex Branch
AGM at Libby & Chris’s, Merstham.

Monday 20th  November
Shropshire Branch
AGM at Red Barn, Shrewsbury.

Wednesday 22nd  November
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, Dorchester.
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Saturday 16th  December
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, Dorchester.

Wednesday 7th & Thursday 8th March
Print Week Live
Wasps Arena, Foleshill, Coventry,
CV6 6G.
http://www.printweeklive.co.uk/

Saturday 17th March
Plymouth Art Book Fair
Ocean Studios, Royal William Yard, 
Plymouth PL1 3RP.
http://counterplymouth.com/

Saturday 31st March
Baskerville Wayzgoose
Baskerville Hall, Clyro Court, Hay-on-
Wye. HR3 5SB.

Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd April
BPS Convention 2018
Marsham Court Hotel, 3 Russell Coates 
Road, Bournemouth, BH1 3AB.

Tues 24th to Thurs 26th April
Sign & Digital UK
Halls 17 - 18, NEC, Birmingham.
https://www.signuk.com/welcome

Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th May
PRINTFEST
Coronation Hall, County Square, 
Ulverston, Cumbria LA12 7LZ.
http://printfest.uk/

Branch meetings are open to all Society members. Anyone who plans to attend a 
meeting who is not a member of the Branch concerned should check with the 
Branch Secretary in case details have changed.
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Branch Secretaries
Bristol
Ian Knight
01179 854944
bristol@bpsnet.org.uk

Dorset
Win Armand Smith
01258 830628
dorset@bpsnet.org.uk

Essex
Chris. Brinson
01255 813630
essex@bpsnet.org.uk

Lincolnshire & District
Michael Edwards
01733 562867
lincoln@bpsnet.org.uk

London
Matt McKenzie
07836 785505
london@bpsnet.org.uk

Maidenhead
Paul Hatcher
01189 666124
maidenhead@bpsnet.org.uk

Overseas
Kevin Thorp
00 353 1 8438346
overseas@bpsnet.org.uk

Scotland
John Easson
01828 628001
scotland@bpsnet.org.uk

Shropshire
Peter Criddle
01743 350208
shropshire15@bpsnet.org.uk

South Wales
Dominic Hartley
07970 722029
swales@bpsnet.org.uk

Surrey & Sussex
Libby Green
01737 644145
surrey@bpsnet.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP
NEWS & UPDATES

NEW MEMBERS:
10870 Mr Nigel Montgomery
Forest Farm, Pembury Road, Tonbridge, 
TN11 0ND
montgomery.nigel@gmail.com

10871 Ms Sarah Rapley
127 Heol Cae Gurwen, Gwaun Cae 
Gurwen, Ammanford, SA18 1PD
sarah.rapley@gmail.com

10872 Mr Peter Knight
161 The Common, Crich, Matlock,
DE4 5BJ
pandaknight161@btinternet.com

Please note that the October Small Printer 
incorrectly showed Mr Roy Proctor’s 
membership number as 10868; his 
correct number is 10869.

CHANGE OF DETAILS:
Mr Cornelius Cornes [5990] has changed 
his telephone number to 01202 900038

DONATIONS:
5265 George Webb
6714 Philip Barnett
10458 Roderic Findlay

ALL MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
currently £27 for UK, £42 for Overseas, 

or £27 Overseas Online only,
and notifi cations of change of any 

personal or contact details should be 
sent to the

Membership Secretary:
CHRIS GREEN

NODDYSHALL, ROCKSHAW ROAD, 
MERSTHAM, REDHILL, RH1 3DB

Please make any cheques payable to the
‘British Printing Society’.
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found himself lamenting the loss of the 
letterpress equipment that had been 
such a mainstay of his work. So with the 
benefi t of a spacious workshop he set 
himself to restoring and using several 
letterpress machines that came his way. 
They include a Thompson, a Colt and a 
Vandercook, together with a Waite and 
Saville ‘Falcon’ die-stamping press rescued 
from a cement works and lovingly brought 

back to life. Together with a huge array 
of type and typesetting materials, looked 
after by Adrian, the Berrington Press 
is a letterpress enthusiast’s absolute 
delight. Also on display, for the benefi t 
of any visitors new to the scope and 
legacy of letterpress, were work samples; 
these included prints of iconic machines 
including an Elliott cylinder press, a Victoria 
Platen, a Model and a Cropper. Smaller 
versions of these prints were included in 
presentation wallets that David had taken 

Branch Reports

South Wales Branch
September Meeting

Our September meeting was a half-
mile foray over the border into 
Herefordshire, and to the Berrington 

Press, near Pontrilas, where we were 
welcomed by new BPS member David 
Wood. Those who attended the Newport 

convention will recall David demonstrating 
the prototype of his new proofi ng press, 
since named ‘The Berrington’ (see the 
cover of the June Small Printer). Happily, 
Berrington Press were participating in 
the wonderful Herefordshire Art Week 
(h.Art) and so everything was geared up to 
demonstrate the machinery and some of 
the work produced by David, his daughter 
Sarah and his friend Adrian. 
 Having retired after a working life 
in the printing industry, David had 

David prepares to ink up ‘The Berrington’ while Ron, Dominic and Rob look on
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the trouble to prepare for us. 
 David used the opportunity to 
demonstrate some refi nements he has 
made to his proofi ng press, taking it 
beyond the prototype stage, and with 
orders now starting to come in. Those 
who were keen to try their hand at 
pulling a proof were invited to do so. 
The superb quality of work produced is 
sure to generate considerable interest in 
‘The Berrington’ amongst printmakers. 
There was much animated discussion and 
reminiscence amongst the ‘old stagers’ 
in our group, while our two young guests, 
Rob and Isaac, found plenty to interest 
them. We were also pleased that Dulcie 
Fulton of the Shropshire Branch was 
able to join us. Altogether, the visit was 
a thoroughly enjoyable reminder of the 
heritage of letterpress, and also a telling 
demonstration that, both as a process 

and a rewarding occupation, it is still very 
much alive and kicking. 
 Finally, as we enjoyed the welcome 
refreshments with which we concluded our 
visit, David was able to share with us some 
excellent news. He told us that Berrington 
Press has reached an agreement with 
Bernard Wheeler to relocate and refurbish 
the Albion, Wharfedale, Heidelberg and 
Arab machines from Bernard’s Severnside 
Press. David hopes that, towards the 
end of 2018, BPS members will be able 
to visit the Berrington workshop to see 
this remarkable machinery once more 
in operation. So, a very positive note on 
which to end a most rewarding evening, 
and our grateful thanks to David, Adrian 
and Sarah for their hospitality, time and 
enthusiasm.
 

Richard Paterson  (9575)

| Branch Reports | | Continued |

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST 
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SOCIETY ELECTIONS 
Any eligible* member may be nominated for a position on the Executive Council 
to take offi ce from the 2018 AGM.
 The seven positions available are:
PRESIDENT,  VICE-PRESIDENT, SECRETARY,  TREASURER and THREE 
COUNCILLORS.
 A Nomination must be proposed and seconded by two eligible* members in 
accordance with Rule 23 and sent so as to reach the Society’s Secretary no later 
than 31st December 2017.
 *An eligible member is any paid-up voting Member who is over 18 years old 
and has been a Member of the Society for at least 12 months.
 A sample Nomination Form can be downloaded from the website at
http://www.bpsnet.org.uk/members/election.html

PROPOSITIONS FOR THE AGM
Members wishing to place any propositions before the 2018 Annual General 
Meeting of the Society should submit them to the Secretary before 31st 
December 2017. Such propositions must be in writing and signed by a proposer 
and seconder, both of whom must be members of the Society.

THE ROSEN AWARD
The Rosen Award is given for the best publication printed jointly by Members of 
a Branch of the Society.
 The printing and fi nishing must be done entirely by Branch Members who 
must also be paid up Members of the Society. It is not necessary for every 
Member of the Branch to participate, although as many as possible should be 
involved in it’s production.
 Every sheet including the cover should be identifi able with the Member or 
Press Name and BPS membership number on either the front or reverse.
 Fifteen copies should be sent to the Society’s Secretary to arrive by 15th 
January 2018.
 Claims for reimbursement of carriage costs may be sent to the Society’s 
Treasurer.

THE COLES AWARD
The Coles Award is open to any young person under the age of 18. They should 
submit ten copies of each of four different printed specimens that have been 
their own work. Their parents or a member of the Society may offer supervision 
only and should submit details of how the work was carried out.
 The competition is open to members and non members of the Society.
 The winning entry will receive a shield to hold for twelve months along with 
membership of the Society for twelve months. All entries should be sent to 
the Society’s Secretary to arrive by 31st December 2017. The judging will be 
undertaken by the Executive Council at it’s fi rst meeting of 2018.
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sshhh!!!
we could be your 
best kept secret...

Our unique online ordering system gives 
you instant quotes, and puts you in total 
control of your trade ncr outsourcing.

We print directly from the reel and pass 
the savings on to you.  In many cases we 
can print and deliver for less than the 
cost of the sheetfed raw materials.

Register now
To access instant
trade only prices

The quickest and easiest

TRADE ONLY
online ordering system for 
NCR sets, books and pads
www.print4printers.co.uk

print for
printers

P4P
Print4Printers
Unit F Salcombe Court
Meadow Lane Industrial Estate
Alfreton DE55 7EG
Tel: 01773 743621
Email: info@print4printers.co.uk

OUTSOURCE
TO P4P
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FINISHED &
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£20 off your first order
Just select BPS SMALL PRINTER when registering

Line Ads

Letterpress items
for sale
Varied items including an Adana  press, 
good condition, but needs some TLC. 
Large amount of wooden type, furniture 
(mostly Bakelite), quoins, type holders x 
3, magnets for galley proofi ng, 3 galleys, 
inking rollers (tripod type) small quantity 
of new type, a line cutter for lead lines 
and amongst other items a large number 
of type specimen books.

Located in Charlton (southeast London).

Any reasonable offers for entire stock.

Any further information or images, my 
email is davidmills13.dm@gmail.com or 
ring 07773 159051.

Small Printer
Back copies of Small Printer  for the 
years 2009 to 2017, Volumes 45 to 53 are 
available via the website at:
http://www.bpsnet.org.uk/smallprinter/
index.html

They can also be purchased from the 
Sales Secretary, Terry Shapland (details 
on the inside front cover).

Terry also holds copies earlier than 2009



  Small Printer Advertising Rates
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Line adverts (text only) per month Members Only Free (up to 50 words) then 10p per word

Display advertisements 1/4 page per month £7.00

Display advertisements 1/2 page per month £15.00

Display advertisements Full page per month £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A5) £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A4 folded to A5) £30.00

The Editor and Advertising Manager reserve the right to refuse any advertisement. Although every eff ort 
will be made to publish an advertisement in a specifi ed issue if requested, this cannot be guaranteed.

The same display advertisement appearing in four or more consecutive issues is subject to a 10% 
discount and when in seven or more consecutive issues subject to a 15% discount.

Cheques payable to “British Printing Society” and material should be sent as follows or contact 
the Advertising Manager if you wish to pay by PayPal.

Line Advertisements should be sent to the Editor by the 10th of the month prior to publication.

Display Advertisements should be sent with payment to the Advertising Manager also by the 10th.

Printed inserts (350) must be sent with payment to the Mailer so as to arrive by the 25th of the month.

Moulton Printing
01253 342992 | info@moultonprinting.com

132 ig l  o  l c pool
www.moultonprinting.com

• Various Cases of Type 
(Mainly Stephenson Blake)

• Type Cases & Frames Etc

FOR SALE



Ye Olde ‘One-Stop’ Letterpress Shoppe!

Why would you go anywhere else?

Re-manufactured Adana machines including treadle platens and proof presses - Composing sticks, 
typescales, galleys, furniture, quoins, quoin keys, planers, tweezers, bodkins - New & second-hand type 
laid in cases and/or wooden cabinets, @ signs, # signs, + signs, borders, dashes, rules and spacing 
materials.  High definition Rubber inking Rollers, a full colour range of letterpress inks, tympan manila 
platen dressing sheets and gauge pins. We also service and refurbish customer’s own machines.

www.caslon.co.uk
+44 1727 852 211

Our AdanaLite Photopolymer system enables you to easily make negatives and 
letterpress plates at home. We supply a range of polymer plates at competitive 
prices and make mounting bases to order to suit your machine and thickness of 
plates you wish to use. Professional, Reliable & Expert advice always available.

� 

Moulton Printing 01253 342992 www.moultonprinting.com


