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| From The Editor | | Chris Green (7614) |

This issue of Small Printer contains 
more photographs, and less 
text, than most. As promised, 

it is predominantly concerned with 
this year’s Annual Convention. You 
will be familiar with the adage ‘A 
picture is worth a thousand words’ . . . 
(incidentally, you probably didn’t know 
that this phrase is usually attributed to 
Frederick R. Barnard, who used it in 
Printer’s Ink, an American magazine, in 
1921. However, I digress).
 My thanks, on your behalf, go to 
the various members attending the 
Convention who were kind enough to 
take these photographs and send them 
to me. That’s one reason why there are 
so many pictures.
 The second reason is that there are so 
few words. There must have been about 
30 or 40 members at the AGM, and I 
am sure that they all heard me when 
I invited all those present to send me 
their own impressions of the weekend. 
As you will see in the following pages, 
fewer than half-a-dozen people have 
responded.
 The majority of the pages are taken 
up with a review of the entries for the 
Rosen Award, written jointly by the two 
judges. Space doesn’t allow reproduction 
of all the work submitted, but you will 
be able to gather, from the description 
of the various pieces, that the work was 
of a very high standard. Each Branch 
Secretary has received a full set of all the 
entries and if you belong to one of the 
Branches I hope that you will have been 
able to see them for yourself.
 You will see – on pages 140 and 145 
– that two non-executive positions are 

inviting a response. Both these tasks are 
vital to the running of the Society as we 
know it; Peter, the Society Secretary, 
will be pleased to provide further 
information on either or you could, if 
you wish, contact the present incumbent. 
At a time when (at last) Society 
membership is on the increase it should 
not be difficult to find two people who 
are willing to take on these tasks. One of 
the problems faced by the new Editor – 
there’s no point in trying to ignore this 
– is the lack of material provided by the 
membership.
 Many people have more than one 
interest, and may well belong to more 
than one organisation; and these, in 
general, fall into one of two categories. I 
shall put myself forward as an example. 
I belong to my local church, I am a 
volunteer at the Bluebell Railway in 
Sussex, and together with my wife I am 
a member of both the National Trust 
and English Heritage. My membership 
of the last two requires nothing from me 
(apart from payment of the subscription) 
– I am free to participate, or not, as 
I choose. The other organisations 
rely heavily on volunteers to make 
them work, and the BPS falls into 
this category. Without input from the 
membership there will be no Society. 
None of the officers is paid – everything 
is done voluntarily by members for 
members. A short article is not a lot to 
ask – could this be your contribution?

Cover Image: David Wood (10848) at 
the Newport Convention trade show with 
his prototype Letterpress Proofi ng Press.

Views expressed by individual authors are 
not necessarily the views of the Society.
All advertisements are accepted in 
good faith, the Society cannot take 
responsibility regarding the condition of 
the goods sold from the advertisements 
nor can it vouch for the accuracy of any 
statements in any advertisement.
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| Stow Park Printers | | Kim Lowe  (6026) & Peter Salisbury (5510) |

Those BPS members who were 
able to attend the Convention 
would have heard Mike Scott, 

the Guest Speaker at the Convention 
Dinner, speak of the Stow Park 
Church Printing Project. Members of 
the project were also at the Bristol 

Convention last year. Three of our 
number, Kim Lowe and her mother 
Anne, and Peter Salisbury, made 
their own journey to see the project. 
Both Kim and Peter have kindly 
written about their visit.
    Kim and Anne attended the 
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service at Stow Park church on 
Sunday, and afterwards were 
shown round the Print Room by Ron 
Prosser; Peter stayed an additional 
night at the Convention hotel 
and visited on Monday morning. 
Mike (the guest speaker at the 
Convention Dinner) was his guide.
   The project was set up by Ron 
Prosser to help local unemployed 
and disadvantaged young people to 
get a good training for future work 
(hopefully in the printing industry). 
At any one time there are two or 
more trainees who train towards 
nationally recognised printing 

qualifi cations. The work carried 
out is ‘proper’ jobs for the public 
so that the Project earns money 
to continue. Recently two trainees 
who have gained qualifi cations have 
found full-time or part-time jobs and 
have left, enabling more trainees to 
start.
   The room (see photo) has an 
amazing amount of machinery 
in it. Just off to the left are two 
computers and further down are 
a duplex printer, guillotine, folding 
machine and laminator. On the right 
there is another folding machine, 
shredder, colour printer and a 
wide format printer, with paper on 
a roll. It will also print on canvas 
so that banners can be produced. 
Equipment used less frequently 
is stored upstairs in an ‘overfl ow’ 
room. Shelves for completed work 
ready for delivery are all spread 
around the space. Ready to go out 
were folded and stapled booklets, 
perfect-bound books and election 
material. The Stow Park Printers 
have a number of regular contracts 
and customers such as newsletters 
and a series of books for children.
   The room opposite is the 
Head Offi ce of HHI (Health Help 
International), which members of 
the BPS have supported over the 
years.
   This is a really interesting place, 
doing excellent work for the 
community. Prices are competitive 
(so the website says) so if there is 
a job outside your area or expertise 
give them a call, as they may be able 
to assist. Their website is:
www.stowparkchurchprinters.org.uk.





127

Letterpress in the 21st 
Century

Amongst BPS members 
letterpress is now well on 
with the transition from 

small commercial printing into craft 
printing. One symptom is that we 
remember the time when the kiss 
had to be precise such that there 
was no obvious indentation on the 
receiving medium (mostly paper), 
but now it seems necessary to 
make it obvious that letterpress 
has been used by making a defi nite 
indent.
 Another change of signifi cance 
is the price realised for Adana 
presses. Fifteen years ago an 8x5 
was unlikely to fetch more than £25 
but those bargains are no more, 
and recently I saw a 5x3 sold at 
£135. Who would have thought 
that fi ve years ago that it would be 
worth developing a new letterpress 
proofi ng machine?
 There has always been a strong 
craft element in the BPS and 
when I joined there was some 
wonderful craft work, but not many 
practitioners declined to do any 
work that was commercial. Adana 
advertised its machines as the 
way to make a useful income. We 
now have a number of members 
with no thought of doing paid 
work, but who see it solely as a 
creative hobby, perhaps to counter 
a stressful work life. As we all did, 
they would like to sell some work, 
as a hobby which pays for itself was 
always a BPS member’s ambition. 
What was being sold at Newport 
was not leafl ets or letterheads but 

works of art.
 I was much impressed with the 
letterpress work shown by the 
table holders. Congratulations: our 
Society is being enriched by the 
intake of recent members, often 
younger, bringing creativity and 
imagination to our community of 
lifetime enthusiasts.

Cornelius Cornes (5990)

Convention 2017

First thing to say is how easy 
it was to fi nd the hotel, and it 
had a massive car park. So all 

was well in my world and it stayed 
that way throughout weekend.
 Food: excellent. Hotel staff: very 
helpful. Room: spacious. Convention 
tables: all interesting. Items for sale: 
yes (for many of us an important 
component of the weekend. 
Talks: all the talks I attended were 
fascinating. Saturday night dinner: 
the food was good and so was the 
speaker. The Sunday morning Forum 
provided some very constructive 
ideas for BPS sales goods.
 Margaret and I thoroughly 
enjoyed this year’s Convention, 
so congratulations to all the 
organisers. Who is organising next 
year’s Convention? Oh yes, Dorset 
Branch at Bournemouth . . . see you 
there!
 I have left perhaps the most 
important part of any Convention 
until last, but so much of the 
pleasure of these weekends is 
meeting ‘old’ friends again. It is 
indeed a Society of Friends.

Pat Swadling (10453)

| Convention 2017 - Collective Thoughts & Images |



| Collective Thoughts & Images | | Continued |

Newport Convention
  

Well, it was easy to fi nd. 
Straight off the M4 to a 
roundabout and, if you got 

the right exit, the hotel was there on 
the left. We were sharing the hotel 
with other groups but our rooms 
were so compact and conveniently 
close together we didn’t notice. 
Straight in with two talks on Friday 
evening, though I think a few 
were nodding off during the ship 
restoration one – I confess I was.
   Saturday’s Trade Show was well 
attended and popular with goods 
and money changing hands. It’s 
always exciting to say goodbye 
to something you’re bored with 
and not using, and acquire what 
somebody else wants rid of, even 
though you may not use either!
   The talks over-ran due to the 
content and enthusiasm shown 
so the AGM started half-an-hour 
late, but ran smoothly, non-
controversially and with good 
humour. The 2019 Convention was 
announced for Lincolnshire.

   The Annual Dinner was blessed 
with an entertaining speaker, 
Mike Scott, one of Ron Prosser’s 
contacts: and Ron was in evidence 
throughout, from accepting 
Honorary Membership of the 
Society at the AGM to putting his 
book on Newport in everyone’s 
‘goody bag’. These bags were made 
of Indian newspaper and the pretty 
name badges came from India too. 
I suspect Ron had something to do 
with that too.
Both the hotel and the catering 
were excellent and everyone had a 
good time.
   I have just had the daunting task 
of deciding what to keep; you get 
so much paper and card stuff given 
at a Convention. If your partner 
comes too, you get it twice! So 
many nicely printed ‘keep-sakes’ 
which members have spent hours 
creating, but they can’t all be 
kept. You just put them in a folder 
somewhere and probably never look 
at them again, and you can’t store 
everything for ever. Do others have 
the same problem?

Adrian Towler (10068)
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| The Rosen Award | | Colin Angior (4219) & Ron Prosser (9405) | 

Once again, we have been 
favoured with the task 
of judging the entries for 

the Rosen Award, this time for 
2016. We are very pleased to see 
that fi ve branches have compiled 
presentations to compete for the 
award. This year the Society has 
provided a replacement trophy, in 
the form of a silver cup, with plenty 
of room for engraving the names of 
successive winners.
 The following descriptions of the 
entries are in alphabetical order, 
and the winning branch will be 
announced elsewhere in Small 
Printer.

Dorset Branch

Dorset Printers Pie, Flight of Fancy, 
makes a real impact on the reader. 
I loved it as an excellent piece of 

cooperative printing and was disappointed 
when I reached the last page that there was 
not more to enjoy, so thank you, Dorset 
Branch.
 The Cover and Title Page made it clear 

what to expect and to ensure that I didn’t 
miss this fact, I was treated to two copies 
of the Title Page! I did like the fact that 
the year 2016 was set in a curve to help 
the appearance of being part of the pie 
dish but I was left wondering about the 
missing apostrophe in the title. Should it 
have been Dorset Printer’s Pie indicating 
one printer who had produced that sheet, 
or Dorset Printers’ Pie to include all who 

had contributed to the book? The 
fact that there was no apostrophe 
perhaps showed that the printer was 
not sure either. Or was it a clever 
ruse to leave it up to the reader to 
decide for themselves? I hope the 
latter.
 The quotation by Vladimir 
Nabokov printed in white, a brave 
thing to do, and a delightful green 
ivy leaf border on a midnight blue 
board made a striking contribution: 
well designed, thought through 
and letterpress printed. It was 
just a little disappointing to see 
the slurring on the y V m and v 

on the bottom two lines. The colophon on Suzanne Parsons - Dorset

Roderic Findlay - Dorset
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the reverse printed surprisingly well in 
light blue on the dark blue board, perhaps 
a heavier typeface might have reduced 
eyestrain. A lovely contribution.
 Two eyes made from six exclamation 
marks and four parentheses stare at you as 
an introduction to the next leaf. You have 
to make up your own mind on whether 
the eyes are open or closed. I fancy they 
are closed, although the blurb asks you 
to shut your eyes and open your mind, 
but whatever, they are a very clever piece 
of typographic art and the whole is well 
letterpress printed in three colours. 
Great fun.
 Many people’s fl ight of fancy 
is next – a million pound win 
on the National Lottery. Again 
letterpress printed in red and 
black on parchment paper using a 
traditional letterpress stock block 
for the illustration. I wonder if this 
was purchased at a BPS Convention 
at some time in the past? The 
printer was inventive enough to use 
a numbering box on the reverse to 
indicate his BPS number. Perhaps 
not enough pressure was used on the 
platen to get a clear number, but I 
like the idea.
 Next was an item that has intrigued me 
ever since I saw it. On the surface it looks 
like a forme of type locked up in a Cropper-
Charlton chase. But is it metal type, or 
composition type? Are the letter spaces 
type-high and will they therefore print when 
inked? What is the grey background? Is it 
the bed of the machine or has the forme 
been placed on a galley for photography? 
Very intriguing, but oh, I wish the type 
had been set as a professional compositor 
would have set it and photographed 
as a compositor would have read it 
instead of creating an interesting picture 
which, however, is not true to the craft. 

Nevertheless I really enjoyed this item and 
felt the message was true to many of us 
letterpress printers – happy to do all sorts 
with the type except diss it!
 What an outstanding leaf was next, a 
brilliantly produced set of initial letters 
where every dot and nuance of each 
character was clear and well-defi ned. This 
says a great deal about the expertise of the 
digitiser at the Bridport Type Foundry. Not 
much more is needed to be said, except 
perhaps to ask if the Chiswick crest was also 
produced at the Bridport Foundry which is 

also of excellent quality, and what happened 
to all the full points in the colophon text? 
Too many were missing to think it was 
unintentional, but I wonder about the 
reasoning for their omission.
 Beatrice Warde’s famous words were 
the next off ering printed in Baskerville 
and Glint Border in grey and maroon, a 
favourite colour combination of mine. 
Expertly laid out and letterpress printed 
with a clear and easily read colophon of 
information. A dignifi ed piece of work.
 Two fl ying ff ’s and a bold B fl ipped and 
turned to make an eye-catching item. But 

George Webb - Dorset



132

of fancy are by a younger member of our 
fraternity, for who of my age would want to 
go on more trains these days? Yes, I would 
like to go sailing, although as I don’t have a 
boat I couldn’t use it more, and I only have 
one car so would not be able to get my cars 
on the road. I could go cycling, if I still had 
my old trusty and rusty bicycle if my stiff  
legs would allow me, but most certainly, I 
would agree with Nick, I would really love 
to relax – not as a fl ight of fancy but as a 
reality. Congratulations on a well-illustrated 
and thoughtful piece of printing.
 The next contribution in the book 
illustrates a stock block shovel, printed in 
black, a snowman printed in silver and a 
little ditty about slippery pavements because 

printed on what? This publication gives 
me much to think about every page I turn. 
Is it printed on duplex paper or has the 
craftsman very cleverly and carefully printed 
the mottled blue/green side of the white 
paper? If this is in fact the case, then he 
is certainly an expert printer. But if it is a 
duplex paper, please tell where you obtained 
it for it really does add to the interest of the 
sheet. 
 Was it a real fl ight in the now defunct 
Concorde, or a mere ‘fl ight of fancy’? Again 
I can’t make up my mind, which I suspect 
is part of the cleverness of this publication. 
Excellently composed and printed in three 
colours, undoubtedly by letterpress.
 I expect that the next sheet of six fl ights 

| The Rosen Award | | Continued | 

Chris. & Jenny Brinson - Essex

Margaret Rookes - Essex
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employees; for I never wore a wig nor 
leggings, nor a hat, at work. It is a nicely 
reproduced illustration with a male 
compositor and a lady compositor with her 
daughter hanging on to her skirt – again 
not in my days: the NGA would not have 
allowed that and presumably the man 
kneeling by the tub of water is damping the 
paper in readiness for printing. But what 
of the actual press? The skeleton tympan 
looks odd to me and what is the cord which 
runs from the ceiling over the tympan and 
attached to the right foot of the operator all 
about? No doubt cleverer people than I will 
have the answer. Perhaps it is a device used 
in Holland, as I see the artist is Mr Abraham 
von Werdt, who wasn’t averse to scattering 
his initials around his work as I discovered 
he has included them twice in addition to 
his full name.
   The inside back cover lists the Branch 
members, whom I would like to complement 
and thank for a most interesting publication. 
It has caused me much fun in trying to 
answer the many questions you posed – 
intentionally, I wonder? If so it was an 
imaginative way to create an enjoyable read.

Essex Branch entry: 
‘Essex Flora and Fauna’

Essex Branch contributed a 15 page 
A5 booklet, Wire-O bound in portrait 
layout. It comprises a mixture of 

stocks ranging from 80gsm tinted bond to 
300 micron white board. Using a variety 
of printing techniques from hand-set 
letterpress to full colour (litho and digital), 
the overall eff ect is pleasing. I felt that 
the irregular mix of stocks led to a slight 
diffi  culty in turning the pages, but all pages 
were carefully trimmed before binding, 
which helped the ‘usability’ considerably.
 Now for the detail. Ron Rookes has put 
in fi ve pages, mostly covers and contents 

of snow (which is where the shovel comes 
in, I presume). What is the fl ight of fancy? 
Making lots of dough by clearing people’s 
paths, I imagine. Or am I completely wrong? 
I can’t believe it but once again you have 
given the reviewer his own fl ight of fancy. As 
I sit back in my chair and look at this page 
from a distance the silver snowman on the 
blue/green paper shines out and gives me a 
huge smile which cheers me up no end, as 
does the whole of this Dorset Booklet.
 Not quite the end, but the last leaf is 
a fascinating copy of an engraving of 
how a 17th century printing offi  ce would 
have looked. I can confi rm that a mid-
20th century printery would have looked 
very similar, except for the dress of the 

Alan Brignull - Essex
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page plus a lovely pic of a butterfl y on a 
Buddleia bush. On photo quality paper it 
is just beautiful and almost immaculate 
(an unnecessary apostrophe…). Preceding 
this page is an unidentifi ed item (it may be 
Margaret Rookes’s) entitled ‘Ringer’s Wood’. 
The pinks and oranges of the woodland 
scene are fantastic, and defi nitely benefi t 
from being printed on matt paper. I won’t 
comment about spelling anomalies, because 
they may be quirks of the un-named poet!
 Also in full colour, from Len Friend are 
fi ve pages of, successively, bluebells, 
green-winged orchids, heather, a 
red squirrel, and some tasty-looking 
blackberries. The stock used is 170 
micron coated board, but there is 
no indication of which machine was 
used. All I can say is that the pages 
are well up to Len’s usual standard. 
The brightness of the colour 
indicates good choice of stock and 
process.
 Now for some letterpress off erings. 
Alan Brignull’s composition well 
illustrates the ‘sex’ part of Essex, as 
he not only mentions that well-
known aphrodisiac Oysters, but gives much 

detail about its predecessor ‘Eryngo’ 
or ‘Sea Holly’. Tasting of liquorice, it 
was candied and fed to maidens as 
appropriate. There’s a short poem 
describing its administration, but 
modesty prevents my going further! 
Alan’s printing in Sage green of 
a block is well done. No braille 
impression, perfect ink coverage 
and a balanced layout.
 Chris Brinson, with a two-sided, 
two-colour piece on 90gsm tinted 
bond, depicting Harvest Mice and 
the perils they face around harvest 
time, has very cleverly printed two 

quite large (19 x 6 cms) blocks in green, 
plus in red, two short poems. The blocks are 
perfectly printed, as are the verses. As Jenny 
Brinson’s name appears on the reverse, I’m 
assuming she helped in this lovely job, and 
may have written the poems as well.
 The fi nal item, from Mike Perry, tells us 
about the Saff ron Crocus. He has chosen 
230 micron white matt board, and printed 
an image of the crocus in predominantly 
mauve, and also a small scale map of Essex. 
I have to say that I think it might have given 
a better result if coated board had been 
available. There is no information as to 

| The Rosen Award | | Continued | 

Graham Jackson - Lincolnshire

Lincolnshire Poachings
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which press was used, so I cannot say much 
more at this stage.
 Overall, Essex has produced an attractive, 
well-printed readable corporate eff ort. There 
are very few errors and I like it!

Lincolnshire Branch: 
‘Lincolnshire 
Poachings’

What a joy it was to open the 
envelope and discover this. It was 
as if it was made just for me! I 

have a large collection of ‘Pop up’ Cards and 
publications and so can appreciate the craft 
and skill that has gone into the making of 
this magnifi cent production. The back cover 
explains the whole procedure and is very 
informative and an absolute necessity to the 
understanding of the production process.
 Ten pop-up excitements await the reader 
as they open each section, the fi rst being 
‘poached’ from the original entry of the 1994 
Branch Publication, appropriately designed 
by the founder member Bernard Rosen, 
illustrating a printer’s devil setting a trap 
on an Adana 85 for a poacher printer. This 
makes a great start to the pages.
 Then a beautifully printed map of 
the area in which to go a-poaching 
followed by an advertisement for 
Britain’s (no apostrophe used in the 
sheet – tut-tut) oldest remaining 
classic one-day cycle race, still to 
be held as I write this review on 
14th May 2017. This is multicolour 
printed showing the track and many 
impressionist cycles.
 Another map. This time in black 
only but showing where the 3,491 
Bomber Command aircraft took off  
from. It was sad to read that 46% of 
all Bomber Command’s casualties 
were based in Lincolnshire.

 The well-known and evocative poem, 
The Brook (I come from haunts of coot and 
hern) is next, complete with a lovely sketch 
of the Mill Race nicely letterpress printed on 
a 1960 Korrex Berlin Press.
 Then, turning over to the back of the 
publication, you open up a very clever 
picture of a New York Skyline composed by 
letterpress border units with the caption ‘I 
love New York’. Well, I love the clever use of 
the border pieces.
 This is followed by a full-page illustration 
extolling the joys of stealing game as 
expressed in the folk song ‘The Lincolnshire 
Poacher’. The caption explains that it was 
poached from the pavement at Lincoln 
Castle during the Branch visit in 2016. Then 
the full lyrics of that song are produced as 
you open up the next section which also 
has four miniature pictures, presumably 
of Lincolnshire, as the pictures are not 
captioned.
 Next on the menu is a beautiful seascape 
entitled ‘Morning Light on Theddlethorpe 
Beach’ by a local artist, Jack Stainton. 
 An emotive remembrance of Lincolnshire 
Branch member Robin Clarke follows. 
Nice photographs of Robin are reproduced 

Charles Hull - Lincolnshire



showing him in attendance at Branch 
meetings and outings with the inscription 
stating that he is sadly missed and that 
this publication is the fi rst Rosen Book 
that he has not been a part of. I am sure 
he would have been proud of all your 2016 
contributions.
 A remarkable production, showing 
entrepreneurial skills and illustrating what 
can be achieved as a corporate publication, 
which is surely what the Rosen Award is all 
about. Thank you and I trust you will allow 
me to add your book to my collection.

Maidenhead Branch 
entry – Calendar 2017

Maidenhead Branch’s entry is 
presented in a disc case (as used 
for CD-ROMs and DVDs). Each 

sheet (fourteen of them) is approx. 12 x 
13.5cms. Printing methods vary, from 

full colour litho to hand-set letterpress, 
travelling via linocut and digital colour. 
There is a full range of stock, from 80gsm 
bond to various grades of tinted board, 
including a mould-made tinted board 
225gsm, 290 micron, from Helen Westhrop. 
Her printed off ering is a combination of 
letterpress and two-colour Linocut. The 
colour background on ‘August’ looks a little 
thin, and her imprints on the reverse look 
very slightly askew, but otherwise are very 
appealing. I’m impressed by Paul Hatcher’s 
‘June’ and ‘October’: both are printed in 
two-colour letterpress, and I love the good 
old-fashioned Adana calendar sets (they 
don’t date, do they – or maybe they do!). 
Seriously though, Paul’s layout is exactly 
right, only a tiny amount of embossing 
but perfect inking on tinted board. Chris 
Daniells’ sheets are also letterpress, in black 
on 280 micron tinted board (similar to 
Paul’s – Vanguard brand?). He off ers ‘July’ 
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and ‘December’, and his number spacing is 
delightfully and accurately centred, with just 
a tiny bit of embossing.
 Now to the litho printed off erings: Andrew 
Dolinski’s two colour ‘January’ looks good. 
It is clearly printed, with excellent register, 
the numbers being centred accurately in 
their boxes. We’re told that the 28th is the 
Chinese New Year of the Cockerel, and 
the whole layout is neatly balanced. Janet 
Tweedy’s ‘April’ and ‘November’, in full 
colour on 80gsm bond, are surprisingly 
complicated. The London Marathon is 
commemorated in April, and has some 
miniature cartoon characters running round 
the periphery of the sheet. I had fun trying 
to interpret the expressions on their faces. 
November commemorates Remembrance 
of the Great War, depicting a memorial 
stone with wreaths at the base, but with no 
further detail. Richard Owen’s sheets, for 
March and September, are slightly puzzling. 
I’m guessing they are digitally printed. The 
colours are solid and the detail is good. I’m 
not sure where the March image originates, 
but there is some pixellation which shows 
up under close inspection. Interestingly, 
Richard’s membership number on his sheets 
diff ers from that on the ‘contents’ page. 
Curiouser and curiouser . . .
 The only month left, February, and 
the back and front covers, are printed 
by Anke Ueberberg. She has done the 
acknowledgements with letterpress on 
100gsm bond, and the layout is beautifully 
balanced and clear to read. The front cover, 
printed yellow on orange board, could do 
with a few more layers of ink to beef up 
the image (or use silk screen?). Likewise 
the various (wood) letters of ‘February’, 
carefully scattered about the page (must 
have been a nightmare to set and lock-up) 
could do with a lot more ink, being printed 
white on beige board, and then overprinted 
in black with the dates of the month cleverly 

interspersed around the white print. As 
they say, it’s all there in black and white! I 
quite liked this collection, feeling it would 
be better housed in a stronger case if 
available. A good composite eff ort, produced 
by an encouraging number of contributing 
members.

Shropshire Branch 
entry – Wings

Shropshire Branch’s entry is a 16-page 
compilation in A5 landscape format, 
bound at the left with plastic. Its 

theme is ‘Wings’ and, goodness me, they 
have searched high and low to fi nd ‘things 
with wings’. There is a selection of suitable 
subjects on the front cover, printed by the 
Criddles. Here’s a few for tasters: Oozlum 
birds; Hospitals; Simurghs; Uroboros; 
Dragons; Huitzilopochtli. I could go on, but 
there are almost sixty. Plenty of scope, then. 
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in sublimated hotfoil, and also 
some doves, similarly outlined. He 
dedicates the pieces to the late Bob 
Edwards, who inspired him to try 
this diff erent method of putting 
image on paper. His third item is 
an allusion to the recent articles in 
SP about ‘Print with Glint’, and has 
assembled three butterfl y shapes 
from glint ornaments. Together 
with an allegorical bird block, his 
piece is around 16 x 11 cms, and 
appears to have been printed with a 
gold-eff ect ink on an Adana 85. Very 
impressive stuff .
 Peter Snelson (who actually lives 

in Wales) gives us two items, one of which 
enumerates the huge range of ‘wingy’ things. 
He also screws out some dreadful puns 
which always make me smile (Peter, winge 
has an ‘h’ in it – just thought you’d like to 
know!). His second item is about the village 
of Wing in Rutland (I thought it disappeared 
as a county in 1974 . . .). Just a general 
description and history, but very interesting.
 And, fi nally, the piece by Ian and 
Margaret Hutchings. Entitled ‘Wing 

They have printed the cover and title page 
in russet on 160 micron Ivory stock, and 
their unprinted back cover is 330 micron 
ivory laid board. Inside, Peter C. tells us a 
bit about paper gliders and thoughtfully 
provides us with one to play with, and, no 
doubt, to experiment with. Margaret C. has 
produced a most informative four-page, 
mostly black print, all about The Doves 
Press from 1913 (MCMXIII, for the Latin 
scholars among you). I won’t try to 
distil it for you, but please read it if 
you can. Finally from the Criddles, 
Margaret gives us the Brooklyn 
version of ‘The Spring is Sprung’, 
printed green with black ‘boids’ on 
green 200 micron board.
 My attention was swiftly drawn 
to the items from Graham Skitt 
(who also did the binding). He 
has submitted three pages printed 
digitally in brilliant full colour on a 
coated stock of unknown origin of 
two varieties of Butterfl y, and a lovely 
study of the Vulcan Bomber in fl ight. 
They are, quite simply, beautiful. 
Brian Foster has been quite prolifi c, 
as well. He has depicted a biplane, outlined 
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Election of Offi cers

Executive Offi cers were appointed at the AGM in line with the list shown in the 
March Small Printer (page 69),

and the following appointments were made at the AGM:
Libby Green and Roderic Findlay were nominated as Councillors by the EC and 

assumed offi ce following the AGM.

The Publishing Group appointed  Win Armand Smith as their representative on 
the EC.
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Warping’, it details the Wright 
brothers’ eff orts to steer planes by 
twisting the fl ying surfaces to meet 
the fl ow of air. All very clever, but 
who knew that Orville Wright built 
a printing press from scrapyard bits, 
including a discarded tombstone for 
the press bed? Within weeks of its 
manufacture, it was possible to print 
1,000 sheets an hour. Amazing! The 
whole booklet was a good example 
of co-operation. However, last year, 
this Branch’s product was a pack of 
Pelmanism cards which I felt could 
be improved. I really was hoping to 
receive one this year! Maybe next 
year?
 The search for a winner this year has 
been made more diffi  cult, but pleasurably 
so, simply because the quality of entries has 
improved considerably over the years. Don’t 
be put off  by our hypercritical comments – 
they are meant to help you excel next time! 
Many of this year’s entries would qualify for 
a second prize, if one were to be off ered by 
the society. Watch this space! 
 We always read each submission carefully 
in order to spot errors of spelling, grammar, 
punctuation and layout, and we always 
manage to fi nd something. May we suggest 

that branch members perhaps appoint an 
editor to oversee output to ensure accuracy? 
One of these years we will fi nd the ‘perfect’ 
entry. Will it be yours?

These scans of some of the Rosen Award 
entries do not do justice to the originals, 
but they might give some idea of what the 
judges are looking for.
Oh, and in case you haven’t yet heard, 
the winner of the 2016 Rosen Award was 
Lincolnshire & District Branch.

Brian Foster - Shropshire 2
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Wanted - a new Mailer
for Small Printer

The current Mailer, Ron Rookes, has decided to relinquish the position 
immediately after despatching the June issue of Small Printer. The Society 

therefore is looking for someone to take on this job.

Peter Salisbury has offered to deal with the mailing on a temporary basis, but 
this will be for a few months only.

The job entails receiving the magazines (numbering around 300) each month, 
along with any bundle items to be inserted. Address labels and second class 
stamps must be affi xed to the envelopes and they must then be taken to the 

Post Offi ce.

A short report is required by the Secretary for discussion at all E.C. meetings, 
covering the months since the last report.

Any member wishing to offer their services for this position should write, or 
email their interest, to the BPS Secretary, Peter Salisbury, at 4 Doran Drive, 

Redhill, Surrey, RH1 6AX (email secretary@bpsnet.org.uk).
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The following presentations were made at the Annual Dinner.

Society Awards

Vice President’s Chain of Offi ce Paul Hatcher
Printer of the Year  Peter Criddle
Bernard Rosen Award  Lincolnshire & District Branch
Brace Award  Chris Green
Beatrice Warde trophy  Kevin Thorp
President’s Award  Peter Salisbury
Sussex Cup  Paul Hatcher

Publishing Group Awards

Publishing Group Cup  Paul Hatcher
Publishing Group Award  Samantha King



Diary of Events
Saturday 10th June
Maidenhead Branch
Meeting at Paul Hatcher’s, Reading.

Saturday 10th June
Surrey & Sussex Branch
Meeting at Adrian Towler’s, Shoreham.

Wednesday 21st  June
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, Dorchester.

Thursday 29th  June
South Wales Branch
Factory tour of Lexon group, Crumlin.

Sunday 9th July
Maidenhead Branch
Dorothy Sydenham’s Barbecue, Thame.

Tuesday 11th July
Surrey & Sussex Branch
Meeting at Libby & Chris’s, Merstham.

Saturday 15th July
Essex Branch
Visit to the Hedgehog Press, Adanaland.

Wednesday 19th  July
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, Dorchester.

Saturday 19th August
Essex Branch
Visit to the Haven Press, Holland-on-Sea.

Wednesday 23rd  August
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, Dorchester.
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Saturday 2nd September
Prestival
The Whittington Press, nr Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, GH54 4HF

Sunday 3rd September
Essex Branch Roadshow
Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome, Maldon.

Tuesday 12th September
Surrey & Sussex Branch
Meeting at Mark Mitchell’s Dorking.

Thursday 14th  September
South Wales Branch
Visit to letterpress print-shop, Pontrilas.

Monday 18th September
Maidenhead Branch
Meeting at Anke Ueberberg’s, Reading.

Wednesday 20th  September
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, Dorchester.

Monday 2nd October
Maidenhead Branch
AGM at Dorothy Sydenham’s, Thame.

Tuesday 10th October
Surrey & Sussex Branch
Meeting at Peter Scarratt’s, Crawley.

11th to 13th October
The Print Show
The International Centre, Telford.
http://www.theprintshow.co.uk/

Wednesday 18th  October
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, Dorchester.

Branch meetings are open to all Society members. Anyone who plans to attend a 
meeting who is not a member of the Branch concerned should check with the 
Branch Secretary in case details have changed.



142

Branch Secretaries
Dorset
Win Armand Smith
01258 830628
dorset@bpsnet.org.uk

Essex
Chris. Brinson
01255 813630
essex@bpsnet.org.uk

Lincolnshire & District
Michael Edwards
01733 562867
lincoln@bpsnet.org.uk

London
Matt McKenzie
07836 785505
london@bpsnet.org.uk

Maidenhead
Paul Hatcher
01189 666124
maidenhead@bpsnet.org.uk

Overseas
Kevin Thorp
00 353 1 8438346
overseas@bpsnet.org.uk

Scotland
John Easson
01828 628001
scotland@bpsnet.org.uk

Shropshire
Peter Criddle
01743 350208
shropshire15@bpsnet.org.uk

South Wales
Dominic Hartley
07970 722029
swales@bpsnet.org.uk

Surrey & Sussex
Libby Green
01737 644145
surrey@bpsnet.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP
NEWS & UPDATES

NEW MEMBERS:
10854 Mrs Claire Palfreyman
73 Milton Road, London, W7 1LG  
cutandchaseletterpress@gmail.com

10855 Mrs Elizabeth Green
Noddyshall, Rockshaw Road, Merstham, 
Redhill, RH1 3DB
libby.noddyshall@btinternet.com

10856 Mr Simon Perry
38 Lynton Avenue, Claregate, 
Wolverhampton, WV6 9NG
saperry@gmail.com

10857 Mr Lukas Hornby
16 Spring Gardens, Bradford, BD1 3EJ 
lukas.hornby@gmail.com

10858 Mr Tim Hopkins
Flat 32, Rye Court, 214 Peckham Rye,
London, SE22 0LT
halfpintpress@gmail.com

10859 Mr Christopher Barker
The Smallprint Company,
2 - 3 Friary Street, Derby, DE1 1JF
chris@smallprintcompany.co.uk

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:
10700 Mr David McShee
HB Digital Printing Ltd., Unit 5,
Cleeve Mill Lane, Newent, GL18 1ES

10785 Mr Trevor Lloyd MBE
Onidown, Bromfi eld Road,
Ludlow, SY8 1DW

CHANGE OF EMAIL ADDRESS:
10784 Ms Katherine Anteney
katherine@redhotpress.org.uk

DONATIONS:
7126 Mr Terence Turner
10149 Mr Michael Heath
10627 Mr Dominic Hartley



143

help from a contact with a company 
who had attended a previous 
Bournemouth Convention, Ron was 
able to switch the machine back to 
English. We then proceeded to print 
off some paper and discuss how we 
could make use of the machine in the 
run-up to the Convention.
 

Win Armand Smith (10716)

Lincolnshire & District 
Branch
April Meeting

Our April meeting, which was 
Adana-themed, took place 
at Malcolm Hull’s Rotaset 

premises in Louth. The main reason 
for concentrating on these particular 
machines was due to a request from 
Society member Alison Rattigan 
for the Branch to give her a little 
assistance in getting her Adana up 
and running.
 John Miller brought along his 5x3, 
and Graham Jackson brought along 
his 8x5 as did Mike Edwards. Alison, 
of course, brought along her own 
Adana as well. We started (after a cup 
of tea of course) by admiring each 
other’s presses (the micrometer lay-
gauge modifi cation of Mike’s machine 
causing some comment), and then 
set to work on the main objective 
– Alison’s Adana. It had received a 
heavy drenching in ink while in use at 
a college in Lincoln. This had caused 
a few parts that should have been 
moving to be rock solid. We were 
eventually able to sort this out, due 
in no small way to Sandra’s inspired 

Branch Reports

Dorset Branch
April Meeting 

The Dorset Branch at their April 
meeting were entertained by 
trying to fold some paper in a 

certain way to produce a booklet. Ron 
had obtained a folder which allowed 
you to produce a photobook, using 
self-adhesive glossy paper. He had 
provided A4 plain paper printed sheets 
that needed to be folded as well as 

the instruction sheet for everyone. 
Well, despite having the instructions, 
there was a variety of end results. 
One or two members were successful 
with their fi rst attempts and they then 
helped the others to correct their 
efforts. Ron has a small supply of the 
folders, which will be on sale at next 
year’s Convention.
 The photograph shows how it 
should have ended up.
 In fact, Ron Rookes showed this 
method at a Bournemouth Convention 
several years ago.
 The other item on the agenda for 
this meeting was the successful 
operation of the Ricoh Priport Stencil 
Duplicator, which had reverted to the 
Japanese language. Following some 
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suggestion that we heat some of 
the dried ink with a hairdryer to free 
some of the more stubborn parts. 
Thanks, Sandra! There were a couple 

of minor parts missing, which I took 
from my own Adana (I’ve a box full 
of spares at home, collected over the 
years from various BPS meetings). We 
then gave Alison some typesetting 
tips and before long she was printing 
a batch of labels like a pro.
 She is also a skilled illustrator, and 
brought along a beautiful linocut of 
a hare, which we then set up and 
printed.
 Graham brought along an example 
of a business card that he had 
recently set, and John provided 
Allison with all sorts of printing 
advice throughout the meeting. 
While this was going on Malcolm 
set up one of his presses to die-cut 
some beermat blanks for everyone 
to use.    After a delicious lunch laid 
on by Malcolm and Sandra, Malcolm 
showed us his latest press purchase. 
This was a French children’s toy 

press (a working rotary web press, 
no less) complete with rotary plates. 
Extremely ingenious, and very 
impressive. Where does he fi nd these 
things?
 Paul and Wendy came along later 
and we printed proofs of some of 
Robin’s printing plates, which are due 
to be sold at this month’s convention. 
The plates included some lovely book 
illustrations, and they should have no 

trouble selling down in Newport.
 All in all this was a very enjoyable 
meeting. Of course, it was fi rst and 
foremost a social get-together, but 
combining this with a bit of printing 
and lots of help and advice (especially 
with a new printer attending) really 
did give the meeting a genuine 
feeling of the true spirit of our 
Society. Once again, I must thank 
Malcolm and Sandra again for their 
generous hospitality.

Mike Edwards (10374)

| Branch Reports | | Continued |

Malcolm keeping the branch in beer mats

John Miller gives Alison the benefi t 
of his wisdom
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Moulton Printing
01253 342992 | info@moultonprinting.com

132 ig l  o  l c pool
www.moultonprinting.com

• Various Cases of Type 
(Mainly Stephenson Blake)

• Type Cases & Frames Etc

FOR SALE

Wanted - a new Editor
for Small Printer

This is a further reminder that the Society is still looking for an Editor. This 
position is one of the most important as it provides a link to all the membership, 

especially those who are not fortunate enough to belong to a branch.

As you know, the magazine is a monthly publication and requires someone 
with the fl air and ability to put together the articles and photographs that are 
received. The use of colour has been established as an important detail in the 

magazine.

The position is for a period of three years. This gives time for the person to 
establish their own style, bearing in mind it is for a society who enjoy the art of 

printing and its allied crafts.

Any enquiry for further information regarding what is involved should be directed 
towards the Editor, Chris Green.

Your application should be sent to the BPS Secretary, Peter Salisbury, at 4 Doran 
Drive, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 6AX, or emailed to secretary@bpsnet.org.uk.
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sshhh!!!
we could be your 
best kept secret...

Our unique online ordering system gives 
you instant quotes, and puts you in total 
control of your trade ncr outsourcing.

We print directly from the reel and pass 
the savings on to you.  In many cases we 
can print and deliver for less than the 
cost of the sheetfed raw materials.

Register now
To access instant
trade only prices

The quickest and easiest

TRADE ONLY
online ordering system for 
NCR sets, books and pads
www.print4printers.co.uk

print for
printers

P4P
Print4Printers
Unit F Salcombe Court
Meadow Lane Industrial Estate
Alfreton DE55 7EG
Tel: 01773 743621
Email: info@print4printers.co.uk

OUTSOURCE
TO P4P
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Produce In-House Outsource to Print4Printers

PRINTED,
FINISHED &
DELIVERED
IN 5-7 DAYS
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£20 off your first order
Just select BPS SMALL PRINTER when registering

Line Ads
Metal blocks
Does anyone own or drive a Reliant car? 

If so, there are a series of metal blocks 
available in the Lyndhurst Antique Centre 
(in Lyndhurst).

There are around a dozen blocks for the 
sum of £40. 

A bargain, if you are into that sort of 
thing.

Ron Watson (6955)

Wedding Stationery Blanks

A collection of Day and Evening 
Invitations, Place cards, Orders of Service

Mostly small quantities. 

Also Envelopes.

£55.00 ono (including carriage)

Photos and information from 

keithwestmancott@hotmail.co.uk 
(or tel 07881 596967).

ALL MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
currently £27 for UK, £42 for Overseas, 

or £27 Overseas Online only,
and notifi cations of change of any 

personal or contact details should be 
sent to the

Membership Secretary:
MARGARET ROOKES, 57 CRAISTON WAY,

GREAT BADDOW, CHELMSFORD,
CM2 8ED

Please make any cheques payable to the
‘British Printing Society’.
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Line adverts (text only) per month Members Only Free (up to 50 words) then 10p per word

Display advertisements 1/4 page per month £7.00

Display advertisements 1/2 page per month £15.00

Display advertisements Full page per month £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A5) £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A4 folded to A5) £30.00

The Editor and Advertising Manager reserve the right to refuse any advertisement. Although every eff ort 
will be made to publish an advertisement in a specifi ed issue if requested, this cannot be guaranteed.

The same display advertisement appearing in four or more consecutive issues is subject to a 10% 
discount and when in seven or more consecutive issues subject to a 15% discount.

Cheques payable to “British Printing Society” and material should be sent as follows or contact 
the Advertising Manager if you wish to pay by PayPal.

Line Advertisements should be sent to the Editor by the 10th of the month prior to publication.

Display Advertisements should be sent with payment to the Advertising Manager also by the 10th.

Printed inserts (350) must be sent with payment to the Mailer so as to arrive by the 25th of the month.

BPS SHOP
Support your Society and purchase from an increasing selection of items 

available at a very reasonable cost

Polo Shirts in Black with Gold Logo
(Small, Medium, Large, XLarge or XX Large)

£15 plus £3 UK carriage

Printers Aprons in Black with Gold Logo
£ 14 plus £3 UK carriage

Cuffl inks £3.50 per pair plus £1 UK carriage

Badges £1 each plus 75p UK carriage
Send order or inquiry to your Sales Secretary

(Contact details on inner front page of this issue of Small Printer)
Do you have ideas for further items that might be of interest in order to advertise

and generate membership of your Branch?
Umbrellas, Caps, Sweatshirts, Mugs, Mousemats?

Ask and Terry will investigate availability/cost
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Ye Olde ‘One-Stop’ Letterpress Shoppe!

Why would you go anywhere else?

Re-manufactured Adana machines including treadle platens and proof presses - Composing sticks, 
typescales, galleys, furniture, quoins, quoin keys, planers, tweezers, bodkins - New & second-hand type 
laid in cases and/or wooden cabinets, @ signs, # signs, + signs, borders, dashes, rules and spacing 
materials.  High definition Rubber inking Rollers, a full colour range of letterpress inks, tympan manila 
platen dressing sheets and gauge pins. We also service and refurbish customer’s own machines.

www.caslon.co.uk
+44 1727 852 211

Our AdanaLite Photopolymer system enables you to easily make negatives and 
letterpress plates at home. We supply a range of polymer plates at competitive 
prices and make mounting bases to order to suit your machine and thickness of 
plates you wish to use. Professional, Reliable & Expert advice always available.

� 

Moulton Printing 01253 342992 www.moultonprinting.com


