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| From The Editor | | Chris Green (7614) |

It is with great personal sorrow that 
I announce yet another loss to the 
Society.

 Bob Edwards, Vice President of the 
Society and chairman of Maidenhead 
Branch for many years, died suddenly 
and quite unexpectedly at the end of 
August.
   You may not have met Bob personally, 
but if you have then you will remember 
him. His enthusiasm (and he had 
lots of it) was infectious. During my 
time as Society President his help in 
promoting Branches and encouraging 
them in their activities was immensely 
helpful, and earlier this year the Annual 
Convention would not have been the 
success it turned out to be without his 
organisation.

 Continuing our visits to foreign parts 
(Hamburg last month, Finland in April, 
Tuscany at the start of the year) we have 
an account of a visit to a most interesting 
print shop in Montreal from Tim 
Honnor, who stumbled on the ‘Popolo 
Press’ while visiting his son.
   Pat Swadling continues his 
reminiscences of how printing used to 
be done. Does anyone else remember 
their time as a printing apprentice? Was 
it really that bad? There’s more to come 
from Pat in later issues.
   I have no idea where Bob Richardson 
finds the time to do all the necessary 
research, but his articles are always 
worth reading. Most people who have 
done any printing will have heard of 
John Baskerville, but I’m sure that 
this saga of his travels after death, 

somewhat ghoulish that they are, will 
come as news to you. As Bob puts it in 
his final paragraph, “A much-buried man 
indeed”.
   Angela Thames (you would be 
forgiven for not knowing her) was a 
welcome guest to the Surrey & Sussex 
Branch ‘Print & Craft’ day last year, 
when she demonstrated some of her 
artists’ books. She is currently ‘Artist in 
Resident’ at Chawton House, near Alton 
(Hampshire), as explained on page 237, 
and is holding an exhibition that runs 
until the end of this month. Well worth 
a visit.
   You may have been a little bemused 
with all the apparently recent interest 
in ‘Glint’ (see last month’s cover and 
the related article inside). It must be 
spreading – more about this from 
Shropshire Branch on page 244.

   I haven’t had to nag for a month or so 
now, but the time has come . . . please 
think about writing for the magazine. 
By the time you read this, the evenings 
really will be drawing in, and perhaps 
you will be frequenting the cold and 
draughty print-shop less often and 
choosing to spend your time in the 
warmth and comfort of your living-room. 
The next best thing to printing is writing 
about it – so why not give it a go?

Cover Image: BPS Vice President Bob 
Edwards who sadly passed away on 
August 28th. See page 235.

Views expressed by individual 
authors are not necessarily the views 
of the Society.
All advertisements are accepted 
in good faith, the Society cannot 
take responsibility regarding the 
condition of the goods sold from the 
advertisements nor can we vouch 
for the accuracy of any statements in 
any advertisement.
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and lino carving, she creates 
stunning posters for every 
occasion. The picture of the type, 
cut into a chipboard base, shows 
how she creates a design with 
various bits of type and other 
elements – with the finished 
‘Lizard’ (?) printed on the flatbed, 
in green, blue and red. The great 
variety of her output can be seen 
in the picture of some of the 
other posters on display. She also 
set wooden and metal type on 
the flatbed press, by ingenious 
use of wedges and magnets (see 
photograph). There must be a 
huge amount of time spent in 
dissing back to case.
 So we had an absolutely 
fascinating hour or so chatting 
and discussing letterpress. 
Kiva was able to make her 
own polymer blocks from a 
combination of an old Artisan 
1430 printer and a wash-out unit, 
but I did not ask too much about 
this as I suspected it was rather 
a special process that she had 
invented. One great result of the 
visit was my introduction to the 
‘Skyline Type Foundry’, run by 
Sky Shipley in Arizona, who has 
a great collection of ornamental 
matrix, and from whom I have 
already received a number of 
beautiful fonts.
 Our visit was completed by a 
quite excellent meal in the bar/
cafe below the print shop and a 
tour of the large venue across 
the road where the bands play. 
It was the perfect way to enjoy 
a very cold and snowy day in 
Montreal.

In April of this year I visited 
Montreal, where our son 
lives and works for Canadian 

Railways. It is always my habit to 
look for an interesting printing 
company to visit, and in Montreal 
I was not disappointed. A surf 
on the internet showed up the 
‘Popolo Press’, the in-house 
print shop of the Casa del 
Popolo (House of the People), 
a bar, bistro, and music venue 
that is Montreal’s top venue 
for indie rock music. So it was 
with great anticipation that I 
rang Kiva Stimac, the founder of 
the print shop, and set off, in a 
temperature well below freezing, 
to visit.
 The exterior of the premises 
are delightfully Italian-looking 
and the interior of the restaurant 
is equally in character. Apart 
from some letterpress posters in 
the window, however, there is no 
suggestion that this building also 
houses an amazing print shop. So 
up some winding stairs (how did 
they get the presses installed?) 
one is confronted with the sight 
of three flatbed proof presses, 
including a motorised Vandercook 
320G and two tabletop platen 
presses, plus an array of other 
equipment as this studio also 
handles screen-printing, die-
cutting, bookbinding and foiling.
 The main output of the studio 
is posters and these are truly 
inventive. Kiva is just propelled 
along by her astonishing 
enthusiasm and skills and a very 
creative mind. With over 500 
fonts of both metal and wooden 
type and great skill with wood 

| A Letterpress Treat in Montreal | | Tim Honnor (5578) |
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This article was inspired by a report 
on the 1893 exhumation published 
in The Printers’ Register on 6th May 
that year.

John Baskerville, one of 
England’s greatest printers and 
the creator of a � ne typeface 

that bears his name, became almost 
as well known for his peripatetic 
corpse. He was born in 1706 and died, 
aged 68, in January 1775. Baskerville 
was an atheist, and lived ‘in sin’ for 
many years with his partner and 
former housekeeper, Sarah Eaves, 
contemptuous of organised religion 
which he regarded as nonsensical 
superstition. They could not marry, 
as Mrs Eaves’ husband, who had 
abandoned her, was alive and well. 
Some years later, after the demise 
of her spouse, she became Mrs 
Baskerville. 
 John Baskerville left carefully 
considered instructions with regard to 
his last resting place, stating “I have a 
Hearty Contempt for all Superstition 
(and) the Farce of a Consecrated 
Ground – the most Impudent Abuse 
of Common Sense which Ever was 
Invented to Befool Mankind.” In 
the grounds of his mansion, which 
he called Easy Hill, lay a disused 
mill, a conical structure beneath 
which Baskerville had a special vault 
prepared. His co�  n was deposited 
there vertically after his funeral. Over 
the vault stood a monumental urn 
which made the printer’s philosophy 
very clear. It was inscribed thus: 
“Stranger: Beneath this cone, in 
unconsecrated ground, a friend to 
the liberties of mankind directed his 
body to be inurned. May the example 
contribute to emancipate thy mind 
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from the idle fears of Superstition and 
the wicked arts of Priesthood.”
 Baskerville did not rest in peace 
for very long. In 1789 Easy Hill was 
sold and two years later the house 
was burned to the ground in the 
Birmingham Riots, but that was not 
the worst of it. In 1821 a canal was cut 
through the grounds of the property, 
but fortunately the route of the new 
waterway avoided Baskerville’s burial 
site. However, four years later when 
the canal wharves were extended, and 
workmen were digging for gravel, the 
co�  n was discovered and exhumed. 
Baskerville was unceremoniously 
moved to the workshop of the building 
project’s instigator, a local iron 
merchant, Thomas Gibson, where it lay 
undisturbed for several months.
 Baskerville was well-known in the 
area, not just for his printed works, 
but also because of a substantial 
fortune, accrued through his japanning 
business. Eventually, curiosity 
persuaded Thomas Gibson to open the 
co�  n and take a peek inside. Aris’s
Gazette of 28 May 1821 described the 
corpse as being “in a singular state of 
preservation . . . wrapped in a linen 
shroud very perfect and white. The 
skin on the face was dry and perfect . 
. . eyes gone, but eyebrows, eyelashes, 
lips and teeth remained.” The co�  n was 
re-sealed and it remained in Gibson’s 
warehouse for eight years, although 
neighbours claimed that for a fee of 
sixpence the iron merchant would 
occasionally open the lid and allow 
visitors to view the body.
 In 1829 a curious report in the 
Birmingham Journal claimed that 
Baskerville’s mortal remains had at 
last been interred in a plot adjoining 
Cradley chapel. Others denied this, and 

stated that the body had been buried in 
the graveyard of St Philip’s church, but 
there were also rumours that he had 
been placed in the same vault as Sarah 
Eaves, his late wife. In truth, the co�  n 
had been transferred to the shop of Job 
Marston, a local plumber and glazier.
 Like Gibson, Marston felt compelled 
to open the co�  n, and a local artist – 
Thomas Underwood – made a drawing 
of the corpse before the casket was 
temporarily re-sealed. Underwood 
wrote “This sketch was taken when the 
remains lay at Marston’s the plumber in 
Monmouth Street . . . where they were 
on view for some days, and were seen 
by a number of persons, amongst others 
by Dr Male and his daughter. The 
e�  uvium made them ill, and I believe 
they were laid up for some time with 
fever. A surgeon in Newhall Street also 
went, who tore a piece from the shroud 
. . . and died in a few days. The only 
ill e� ect upon myself, who was there 
upwards of an hour, was a distaste for 
food for several days. The body was 
much decomposed, but the teeth were 
perfect; and the sketch shows correctly 
what I saw of the remains of the man 
who was an artist in every sense of 
the word, and will ever deservedly be 
famous as one of the worthies of our 
town, who spread its fame the wide 
world over.”
 For one shilling Marston allowed 
other spectators to see the old printer’s 
decayed remains, but the constant 
opening and closing of the co�  n played 
havoc with the body, which absorbed 
atmospheric moisture and, covered in 
mould, rapidly began to decompose. 
There are reports of other visitors 
who viewed the corpse becoming ill 
and a local newspaper reported that 
an unpleasant e�  uvium “smelling 
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beneath Christ Church 136 had been 
� lled and sealed, yet the o�  cial record 
of interments showed just 135. There 
was an extra body in the vault. No-one 
alive could positively corroborate the 
tale of the churchwarden’s keys but 
there were clues to the whereabouts of 
the body. All of the tombs in the vaults 
were neatly sealed, with inscriptions 
giving the details of their occupants, 
but one vault was crudely blocked with 
concrete and carried no inscription. 
A check through the burial registers 
revealed that the freehold of that vault 
– number 521 – had been purchased 
by Mr Barker, the churchwarden 
and key-holder who had provided 
uno�  cial assistance to the keepers of 
Baskerville’s co�  n 64 years earlier.
 Some months after T B Reed’s 
Birmingham speech, on the 12th of 
April 1893, the vicar of Christ Church, 
the Revd Canon Wilcox, agreed to 
an exhumation in the presence of a 
representative company of citizens, 
on condition that the event was not 
publicised. The Mayor of Birmingham, 
the coroner, medical o�  cer of health, 
chief constable and a handful of 
journalists were present at this ghoulish 
event. Although this all happened at 
11 o’clock in the morning, the scene 
must have been rather reminiscent of a 
Hammer horror � lm.
 Sam Timmins had viewed the 
body in 1829 and assembled a small 
collection of funerary ephemera related 
to Baskerville over the next seven 
decades, including a rosette removed 
from his shroud. On that gloomy April 
day he was also present at the 1893 
exhumation, and said a few words 
about Baskerville, referring to him 
as “a much-buried man”. Timmins 
remembered Baskerville in repose as 

of decayed cheese” emanated from 
the co�  n. Ordered by magistrates 
to arrange a decent burial, Marston 
had to get rid of Baskerville, who had 
become an encumbrance, but found 
it almost impossible to dispose of his 
now unwanted guest. Eventually, in 
collusion with a bookseller called Mr 
Knott, he was able to � nd an unusual 
solution to his problem.
 Baskerville’s public opposition to 
the Church and any form of organised 
religion made it very di�  cult to � nd a 
permanent resting place for his body. 
He had also o� ended the religious 
establishment, which wanted nothing to 
do with him, and by his own token did 
not wish to be interred in consecrated 
ground or within a church crypt. 
Despite these objections made during 
Baskerville’s lifetime, Marston and 
Knott approached a churchwarden at 
Christ Church to � nd a space in the 
catacombs. Money probably changed 
hands, but the o�  cial response from 
Barker, the churchwarden, was “I can 
do nothing”, adding, presumably with a 
wink, “but I go out every morning and 
leave the keys to the catacombs on my 
hall table.” Baskerville’s friends took 
the hint and borrowed the keys to take 
advantage of the access they provided. 
Loading the co�  n onto a hand-barrow 
and concealing it beneath a green baize 
cloth, they smuggled it into the crypt 
beneath Christ Church.
 In 1892 the writer and typefounder 
Talbot Baines Reed presented a paper 
to the Archaeological Section of the 
Birmingham & Midland Institute, 
sparking a � urry of correspondence 
which resulted in a systematic 
inquiry as to the exact whereabouts 
of Baskerville’s corpse. Investigations 
revealed that of the 633 co�  n vaults 

| A Much Buried Man | | Continued |
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“a very smart little gentleman, nicely 
dressed in old Court style”. Venturing 
beneath the 
church and into 
the catacombs, 
the exhumation 
party made for 
vault number 
521, the (then) 
last resting 
place of John 
Baskerville. As 
the concrete cap 
was hacked away 
from the entrance 
to the tomb, 
Canon Wilcox 
agreed that if 
the co�  n could 
be positively 
identi� ed, then it 
might be opened 
to con� rm the 
identity of its 
occupant. This 
was hardly 
necessary, as 
the removal of 
the concrete 
and brickwork 
revealed the end 
of the co�  n which 
had the name 
of Baskerville 
– in the form 
of printing type 
– soldered onto 
the sheet lead 
covering it. Written in chalk beneath 
the type were the words “Removed 
1829”. When the co�  n was dragged 
out of its niche into the light, the words 
“Died 1775” were also revealed, in the 
unusual form of pin pricks made into 
the lead. The printing type used for 

Baskerville’s name was not his classic 
serif face, but a “bold, block fount”, 

according to a 
report in The
Printers’ Register. 
Furthermore, they 
had been roughly 
attached and were 
neither in line, 
nor of even height. 
A photograph 
was taken of this 
nameplate.
 An attempt 
was made to cut a 
small hole in the 
co�  n lid directly 
over the head, 
but when the 
lead covering was 
peeled back an oak 
shell was revealed 
beneath it, and the 
decision was taken 
to remove the 
lid entirely. Only 
bones remained, 
with dried scraps 
of skin attached 
to the skeleton. 
The head was 
wrapped in linen 
and patches of 
white mould still 
adhered to the 
remains. There 
were fragments 
of a shroud and 

the body was laid upon matting, which 
appeared to have been used at some 
stage to lift the body in or out of the 
co�  n. Dr Rickards, medical o�  cer 
of health, examined the skull, and 
removed a large piece of glazing putty 
from the socket of the jaw, probably 
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would have been “a prurient, vulgar and 
unnecessary record”, according to The
Printers’ Register. The co�  n was sealed 
and returned to the vault, with the 
brickwork reinstated and the concrete 
cap renewed. And so Baskerville was 
laid to rest again . . . for a few short 
years. In 1897 Christ Church was 
deconsecrated, the bodies removed, and 
two years later it was demolished. John 
Baskerville was on the move yet again.

 Where is he now? After the 
demolition of Christ Church there were 
no claimants to Baskerville’s co�  n, and 
so he was transferred, with many other 
human remains, to the vault beneath 
the chapel at Warstone Lane Cemetery, 
in Birmingham’s Jewellery Quarter, in
consecrated ground. It may not have 
been his preferred choice of burial 
site, but at least he had a permanent 
grave. Or did he? In 1953 the bulldozers 
moved in on the chapel, but this time, 
mercifully, the vaults beneath it were 
left undisturbed and there lies John 
Baskerville to this day. In 1963 a 
petition was presented to Birmingham 
City Council to have Baskerville re-
buried in unconsecrated ground, in 
accordance with his wishes, but he 
remains at Warstone Lane. A much-
buried man indeed.

inserted to prevent the mouth from 
falling open. This had almost certainly 
been placed there by Marston the 
glazier, to make the body rather more 
presentable when on public view. The 
exhumation party also retrieved a knife 
from the detritus at the bottom of the 
casket. At � rst they believed it to be a 
glazier’s putty knife – another link to 
Marston – but it was wrapped in linen. 
Upon peeling away the cloth, they 
found something which more closely 
resembled a palette knife, of the type 
used by printers for mixing ink. A thick, 
sticky black ‘ointment’, believed by the 
observers to be printing ink, was found 
on the blade.
 The front teeth, and a number 
of others, had been removed from 
Baskerville’s skull, probably by souvenir 
hunters. Written records, coupled with 
Thomas Underwood’s 1829 sketch, 
stated that John Baskerville died with 
all his own teeth bar one. His chest 
had collapsed and the sternum was 
completely missing. There was clear 
evidence that the body had been much 
handled during the 118 years since 
death. One of the party suggested a 
photograph, but the Revd Canon Wilson 
refused permission. John Baskerville 
had su� ered enough indignities in 
death and he would permit no more. 
A photograph of the decayed body 

| A Much Buried Man | | Continued |
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Bob Edwards (9527)

Bob was an active member of the Maidenhead Branch since he � rst joined the 
Society, back in 1994, and although he wasn’t a hardened letterpress printer like 
most, he did try the Adana, having once had an old HS2. However he quickly moved 
up to litho printing with an A B Dick 375, which he used successfully up to about 12 
or 13 years ago.
 His main interest was always foil blocking, but he was continually seeking new 
ideas, and he demonstrated sublimation foiling on a laser printer long before anyone 
else in the Society had used it.
 When he retired from his job as deputy headmaster of a junior school, he  
volunteered as Chairman of the Maidenhead Branch. After he had given up litho he 
moved over to digital printing, which was initially done on a hp4550 printer. He was 
well known in the Society for his Greetings Cards, which were all his own work. He 
had a keen interest in photography, taking pictures on his travels both in the UK and 
worldwide, and even travelled in a light aircraft to see Mount Everest for himself!
 Bob will be remembered for his enthusiasm for all types of printing, his excellent 
cards, books and convention keepsakes, his wise presence on the BPS EC, his tireless 
championing and support of BPS Branches and his continual quest to get new 
Branches started. He was the mainstay of this year’s Convention at Bristol, from 
which the Society gained some new members, and he will be remembered for his 
meticulous planning and running of it; also how he held the Maidenhead Branch 
together during this process after the tragic incapacitation of Branch Member Barry 
Gilbert.
 Together with his wife Jane, Bob sold his cards at BPS Open Days and at similar 
occasions in private gardens, as many of the prints were � ora and fauna related. Bob 
was also a book publisher producing paperback books in short runs; he produced 
several successful editions including family histories. Bob was a regular advertiser in 
Small Printer, o� ering all of these services and more.
 He is succeeded by his wife Jane, and three sons, Martin, Neil and Brian.

Jean Watson, BPS President, Paul Hatcher & Chris Daniells, Maidenhead Branch
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Leaving school was a shock to 
the system: leaving the security 
of the Reporters’ Room and 

moving into the Composing Room 
was even more of a culture shock.
 The starting time for me as one 
of the newest apprentices was 7.00 
a.m. Why? Because I and another 
apprentice had to sweep up the 
room before the journeymen came 
in to work at 8.00 a.m. Living in the 
country meant getting up at about 
5.30 to catch the fi rst bus into 
Southampton; thankfully there was 
an excellent bus service in those 
days.
 Sweeping up was a far from easy 
job. The Composing Room was 
huge, so there was no time to chat, 
just grab a very large brush and 
some sort of special sand to keep 
the dust down (lead dust, of course) 
and get sweeping.
 All round the stones, the 
randoms, the comps, the Ludlows, 
the Elrods and 24 Linotype 
machines. We did try to cut corners 
to save time, but that was risky, 
because when the Composing 
Room Overseer came in he would 
invariably do some test kicking.
 What was test kicking? If 
something could be moved by 
the carefully judged toe of the 
Overseer’s shoe and he decided we 
hadn’t swept up there properly, you 
were told in no uncertain terms to 
do it again. Believe me, at 15 you 
didn’t argue with our Overseer.
 The upside of the early start was 
that after you had fi nished, you 
could go out for 20 minutes to get 
breakfast. Lyons, next door to the 
Echo, did some great Bath buns, 
and it was strange that there was 

often a long queue which made the 
break a bit longer … and no, the 
Overseer didn’t believe us either.
 All apprentices started on the 
galley press, which was placed 
at the end of the random. I can’t 
remember the name of the press, 
but it was operated by a foot pedal. 
After several hours this became 
quite tiring for your foot, until 
someone showed me the best way 
to use it was lean up against the 
press, turn slightly and use the heel 
to depress the pedal. They were 
right: it was very much easier and 
much less tiring.
 An important part of the job was 
to always make sure there were 
plenty of empty galleys available 
on the random, where the linotype 
operators brought their completed 
‘takes’. You then proofed up the 
galley and popped the proof and 
copy into one of the half a dozen 
Readers’ pigeonholes.
 This could occasionally lead to 
the Readers’ Room door being fl ung 
open, and an irate reader asking 
why they had been given several 
very long proofs of small ads to be 
read one after the other, when box 
C had been given all editorial. Oh 
dear. Sorry, more attention needed. 
But the young lady copyholders 
were really very nice. 
The galley press was always busy 
but it was an extremely useful 
experience, as you soon started to 
know who everyone was, and above 
all it taught you to read type easily 
–  within a short space of time you 
could read the type as easily as any 
book.
 About half an hour before tea 
break it was time to do the cake run 

| The Newly Cast Apprentice | | Pat Swadling (10453) |
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for the lino ops. Armed with a piece 
of paper and a pencil, you went to 
each person and took their order, 
then down to the Cadena cake shop 
and back, hopefully with the correct 
order … and sometimes you could 
keep the change! I might add the 
cake run was eventually stopped by 
the Overseer who felt it interrupted 
production too much. To be fair, he 
had a point.
 After a while the next step for an 
apprentice was to go on to another 
random where all the stories and 
small ads had been sorted by 
the random hand. This was also 
where the operators put all their 
corrected proofs. You could always 
tell who was having a bad day by 
the number of corrected lines they 
brought up.

 This was quite a responsible job. 
All the corrected lines of type had 
to be read and checked against 
the Readers’ marks by you and 
the corrected lines changed over. 
No-one else checked what you had 
done. It wasn’t unknown for the 
corrected line to have a mistake 
in it or you threw the wrong line in 
the waste metal bin. In our defence 
though, everything was being 
done against the clock, as we did 
produce quite a few editions.
 Eventually you moved off the 
galley press and randoms to 
something else, usually when 
another apprentice started, but 
you didn’t choose where to go; the 
Overseer did that. My next move 
was to the Comps.

| Exhibition: “It” (is all about the) Books || Libby Green (7614) |

Angela Thames is a printmaker 
and maker of artists’ books, 
who makes delightful and 

beautiful little books in small 
editions, sometimes just as a one-
off. She prints using a combination 
of linocuts, stencils, collagraphs and 
woodcuts and print them in her 
studio on a relief press. Her artist 
books are also printed and hand-
bound using traditional or digital 
printing methods. The books are 
varied in subject matter and I am 
lucky to be the owner of number 
two of ten copies of Darwin’s Poetic 
Words. 
   I met Angela last year when 
she had a table at Surrey & 

Sussex Branch’s Print & Craft day, 
demonstrating and selling some 
lovely examples of her books. She 
is currently Artist in Residence at 
Chawton House Library, Chawton, 
Alton, GU34 1SJ, and is holding an 
exhibition there from Wednesday 
28th September to Friday 28th 
October. Chawton House was 
owned by Jane Austen’s brother 
Edward and looks an interesting 
place to visit: the entry fee 
(£7) includes entry to Angela’s 
exhibition. See websites www.
chawtonhouselibrary.org and www.
angelathames.co.uk.
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Print4Printers offers an online 
solution for trade NCR sets, books 
and pads.

 Since recruiting their fi rst apprentice 
back in 2012, the company has so far 
helped four young people gain NVQ 
qualifi cations in Print, with another three 
candidates underway. 
 Owner Matt Kent says: “Apprentices 
start with no previous industry 

experience, and quite often come straight 
out of school or college. In many cases 
it is their fi rst experience of work of any 
sort, so they have a lot to learn from day 
one. The right attitude is important, and it 
doesn’t take long for them to settle in as 
part of the team.
 “One of our newest recruits, Evan, 
came for interview when he was just 15, 
before he had even sat his GCSEs. He 
joined us after the summer holiday and is 
making very good progress in his role as 
Apprentice Print Finisher.”

 Work-based training for each process 
has been split into basic, intermediate 
and advanced levels, with much of 
the training being given by previous 
apprentices. 
 “One of the most satisfying things 
about working with apprentices is seeing 
them pass on skills that they have only 
recently acquired themselves,” added 
Matt.

 Many of the day-to-day tasks such as 
goods-inward, site safety monitoring, 
fi re warden and fi rst aid are now carried 
out by the apprentices, who have 
opportunities for further progression as 
the company continues to develop.
 Due to the success of the online 
service, Print4Printers recently moved to 
larger premises in Alfreton, Derbyshire, 
allowing them to accommodate two 
existing reel to sheet presses along with 
a still-to-be-commissioned fi ve-colour 
twin-web.

| Growth through Training and Development |



Diary of Events
Monday October 3rd
Maidenhead Branch
AGM at Dorothy Sydenham’s, Thame.

Tuesday October 11th
Surrey & Sussex Branch
Meeting at Peter Scarratt’s, Crawley.

Saturday & Sunday Oct 15th & 16th
The Manchester Print Fair
London Road Fire Station
http://manchesterprintfair.co.uk/

October 11th to 13th
The Print Show
NEC, Birmingham
http://www.theprintshow.co.uk/

Saturday October 22nd
Oxford Guild of Printers 
Wayzgoose
Oxford Brookes University
www.oxfordguildofprinters.com/events/

Saturday October 22nd
Essex Branch Roadshow
Thaxted Church Craft Fair, Thaxted.

Sunday October 30th
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, Dorchester.

Saturday November 5th
Executive Council Meeting
The Raven Hotel, Hook, Hampshire

Saturday November 19th
Sheffi eld Print Fair 2016
St Mary’s Church & Community Centre, 
Bramall Lane, Sheffi eld.
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Wednesday November 23rd
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, Dorchester.

Saturday December 17th
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, Dorchester.

2017
Tues 28th to Thurs 30th March
Sign & Digital UK 2017
Halls 17-18, NEC, Birminghom
http://www.signuk.com/

Friday 21st to Sunday 23rd April
BPS Convention 2017
Holiday Inn, Newport, South Wales,
NP18 2YG.

Saturday & Sunday May 13th & 14th
Artist’s Book Market
Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art, 
Gateshead

Saturday September 2nd
Prestival
The Whittington Press, nr Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, GH54 4HF

October 11th to 13th
The Print Show
The International Centre, Telford
http://www.theprintshow.co.uk/

October 31st to November 3rd
IPEX
NEC, Birmingham
http://www.ipex.org/

Branch meetings are open to all Society members. Anyone who plans to attend a 
meeting who is not a member of the Branch concerned should check with the 
Branch Secretary in case details have changed.
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Branch Secretaries
Dorset
Win Armand Smith
01258 830628
dorset@bpsnet.org.uk

Essex
Gwen Harper
01268 776663
essex@bpsnet.org.uk

Lincolnshire & District
Michael Edwards
01733 562867
lincoln@bpsnet.org.uk

London
Matt McKenzie
07836 785505
london@bpsnet.org.uk

Maidenhead
Paul Hatcher
01189 666124
maidenhead@bpsnet.org.uk

Overseas
Kevin Thorp
00 353 1 8438346
overseas@bpsnet.org.uk

Scotland
John Easson
01828 628001
scotland@bpsnet.org.uk

Shropshire
Peter Criddle
01743 350208
shropshire15@bpsnet.org.uk

South Wales
Dominic Hartley
07970 722029
swales@bpsnet.org.uk

Surrey & Sussex
Libby Green
01737 644145
surrey@bpsnet.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP
NEWS & UPDATES

NEW MEMBERS:
10828 Mrs Kate Robinson
3 River View, Park Road,
Malmesbury, SN16 0BX
Katerob2@yahoo.co.uk

10829 Mrs Sarah Surrey
21 Southcliff Park, Clacton-on-Sea,
CO15 6HH
sarahsurrey@ymail.com

10830 Mr Michael Hopper
5 Hillside, Brighton, BN2 4TA
mrhopper1939@gmail.com

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:
10793 Ms Lucy Kelsall
12 Divinity Road, Oxford, OX4 1LJ 

DONATIONS:
10346 Mr K. Wood
10830 Mr M. Hopper

DEATH:
9527 Mr R.A. ‘Bob’ Edwards
BPS Vice President 2011 - 2016,
passed away suddenly on 28 August 2016

ALL MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
currently £27 for UK, £42 for Overseas, 

or £27 Overseas Online only,
and notifi cations of change of any 

personal or contact details should be 
sent to the

Membership Secretary:
MARGARET ROOKES, 57 CRAISTON WAY,

GREAT BADDOW, CHELMSFORD,
CM2 8ED

Please make any cheques payable to the
‘British Printing Society’.
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Maidenhead Branch
July and August 
Meetings

This report was written by Bob 
Edwards towards the end of August.

Our Branch had no meeting in 
June, so when Paul Hatcher 
offered to host the July meeting 

at Allamanda Press there was a good 
turn-out of members: Chris Daniells, 
Bob Edwards, Richard Owen, Anke 
Ueberberg, Phillip Mannion (our newest 
member who joined in April) and lastly, 
Paul our host.
 The Saturday gathering started with 
a short business session with plans for 
the coming months being discussed. 
Dorothy Sydenham had confi rmed 
that she will defi nitely host the August 
meeting, with her grandson manning 
the barbeque and with spouses as well 
as members invited. This should prove 
to be a really enjoyable occasion and it 
will be good to see Dorothy who is now 
not able to drive very far.
 Meetings at Woodley invariably 
include some practical printing or 
at least a good sniff around Paul’s 
workshop looking at all his immaculate 
type, and it wasn’t long before 
members drifted into the garage which 
doubles up as Allamanda Press when 
the car is left outside. Yes, Paul does 
actually use the garage for parking 
his car, except of course when he is 
printing and because of this, it is very, 
very tidy. On one worktop, Paul had 
some examples of past print jobs that 
he had not yet dissed. Whether he 
was waiting for volunteers to do this 

onerous job was not clear, but none 
came forward. Perhaps no-one fancied 
sorting 8pt Verona.
 That was all very interesting but 

what Paul really wanted us to see 
was his latest project, an early 20th 
century hand printing press that he 
had purchased from Gwen Harper last 

Branch Reports

Richard Owen and Paul Hatcher
at the Allamanda Press
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year. Paul had disassembled it, making 
notes and taking photographs as he 
went, and he showed us some of the 
brass parts that had been painted. The 

body of the press is cast iron and Paul 
was storing it on a purpose-built trolley 
to make it easier to move. We are sure 
that Paul will keep us updated on how 
this rebuild goes and the results of 
printing when it is re-assembled.
 After that, Bob produced a Adana 
High Speed 1 for everyone to see. This 
little 3 x 2 press had belonged to the 
late Tony Ray, long-time member of 
Maidenhead and London Branches, and 
Bob had purchased it at the Windsor 

| Branch Reports | | Continued |

sale when members of the Society 
were invited to his print shop. Although 
not a letterpress printer, Bob wanted 
the press fi tted out with some type and 
Chris Daniells came to the rescue with 
an advertising set-up from the 1980s. 
Despite this only being of business card 
size, fi tting the type in such a small 
chase was a real challenge. There is no 
way that such a small machine could 
ever be ‘high speed’! Many thanks to 
Chris for persevering with this and for 
donating the type.
 Time fl ew past and members were 
invited into the house for refreshments 
before departing.
   Our Summer meeting took the form 
of a barbecue at Dorothy Sydenham’s 
in Thame. Being a daytime event, 
everyone was able to appreciate 
the scenery as we edged into the 
Chilterns. It certainly is rural and very 
picturesque.
 As spouses and friends were invited 
there were a dozen of us altogether, 
fi ve members and seven guests. New 
to the Branch was a brand-new BPS 
member, Helen Westhrop (10820) who 
lives in Reading and was accompanied 
by Colin. Helen is keen to get printing 
but has no equipment yet, so Chris 
Daniells, ever the entrepreneur, 
borrowed Dorothy’s 8 x 5 from her 
shed and set about giving Helen an 
impromptu lesson in Adana basics. 
This all took place amongst glasses 
of wine and orange juice and nibbles; 
it’s just as well we hadn’t started 
eating properly at that point! Helen 
was much encouraged by this surprise 
demonstration and she immediately 
placed an order with Chris for a 
refurbished press just as soon as he 
has time to get one working. The 
important detail was “What colour 

Helen Westhrop receives an Adana demo 
from Chris Daniells
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would you like?” Helen didn’t want blue 
and settled on red, which Chris was 
pleased about. That seems to be the 
proper colour for Adanas.
 Richard Owen has been wanting to 
give up Tiger Design & Print for some 
time and whilst we were tucking into 
the food that Dorothy had prepared 
Richard announced his retirement and 
produced ‘the last job he ever intends 
to print’ – Dalmatian Christmas Cards! 
Watch this space for a list of items for 
sale!
 One of our guests, Mini Brooker, who 
we hope will join the Society, attended 
the Bristol Print Show and purchased 
Jean Watson’s beautiful Adana 8 x 
5. Mini is wanting to make her own 
polymer plates from which to print, 
and needs to source reasonably priced 
materials. Can anyone in the BPS 
advise Mini where to buy polymer that 
she can cut to size?
 Thinking ahead to later in the year, 
Paul and Chris were telling Helen about 
Presstival, the annual Open Day at the 
Whittington Press in Gloucestershire. It 

looks like Maidenhead Branch will be 
fi lling a car to attend that event!
 The meeting was a very relaxed and 
congenial one, thanks to Dorothy, who 
was the perfect host, and her grandson 
Jeff who did most of the cooking. The 
next meeting of the Branch will be at 
Anke Ueberberg’s in Reading, and then 
it will be back to Thame in October for 
our AGM.

Bob Edwards (9527)

Shropshire Branch
July and August Meetings

A very hot evening in July saw 
us at Western Signs in Telford. 
When we last visited several 

years ago our chairman Graham Skitt 
ran the printing side of the business, 
but now that has been outsourced and 
they have expanded into supplying 

Maidenhead Branch BBQ

Dulcie Fulton and Judy Foster at
Mostly Flat Press
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| Branch Reports | | Continued |

sign-making tools to the trade. They 
have also moved into a large modern 
unit and can accommodate vehicles 
for wrapping with signage. The owners, 
Paul and Julia, demonstrated how 
to wrap a van and printed a banner 
some eight feet wide on their ink jet 
printer. We also saw a fi fteen foot high 
banner of Big Ben tower, which is to be 
displayed in the unit. 
 On our arrival we had been greeted 
by a large illuminated sign saying 
LOVE and this had been built with 
the help of the other occupant of the 
unit, a constructor of eight inch gauge 
railways. We spent some time admiring 
the engines and ride-on carriages, in 
particular the livery on the sides, which 
had been printed by Western Signs.
 On another hot evening in August, 
eight of us met at Trevor Lloyd’s 
bindery in Ludlow for a tour of the 
workshop. We started by looking at 
some early books which had just come 
in, and Trevor discussed the work 
that was to be carried out on them, 
including the printing of replacement 
pages where necessary. Trevor’s 

speciality is gold fi nishing and he has 
all his decorative tools specially made 
to period design which he has copied 
from original bindings: these tools line 
the walls of his studio with gleaming 
brass. Here he gold-tools books from 
incunabula to modern for customers 
from Japan to California.
 After a break for a meal we 
descended on Dulcie Fulton’s Mostly 
Flat Press and were joined by Trevor 
and three others, including Ursula 
Freeman who some of you will 
remember as a former BPS member. 
Dulcie demonstrated her recently 
acquired treadle press and showed 
us around her press room. Dulcie has 
been bitten by the Glint bug and we 
all printed a Glinty souvenir, which I 
believe will shortly appear in the PG 
bundle as she has been tempted to 
join. A fi nal nose around her interesting 
ink and paper store and we were ready 
for home after a very satisfactory 
evening. 

Peter Criddle (6562)

Dulcie’s Beermat and Lockup
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Moulton Printing
01253 342992 | info@moultonprinting.com

132 �ig���l� �o��	 
l�c�pool
www.moultonprinting.com

• Various Cases of Type 
(Mainly Stephenson Blake)

• Type Cases & Frames Etc

FOR SALE

South Wales Convention, Newport
If any member wishes to contribute items for the Convention Goody 

Bag, they should send 75 copies of each to:

Ron Prosser,
661 Chepstow Road, Newport,

Gwent, NP19 9BY
These items should be received by Ron no later than the end of 

February 2017.

Contributions for the Keepsake Envelope, 70 in number, should be sent to:

Jean Watson,
19 Hillbrow Road, Bournemouth,

Dorset, BH6 5NT
or they can be handed in at the Convention reception before noon on 

the Saturday.



SPECIAL OCTOBER
2016 OFFER

Publishing Group Annual 2013
Printing in Miniature

£6.00 including UK Postage
£8.00 including Overseas Postage

Purchase via the website at
http://www.bpsnet.org.uk/

PGSmallPrinting/pgsp2013.html
or send cheque payable to

BPS Publishing Group
to Ron Rookes
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sshhh!!!
we could be your 
best kept secret...

Our unique online ordering system gives 
you instant quotes, and puts you in total 
control of your trade ncr outsourcing.

We print directly from the reel and pass 
the savings on to you.  In many cases we 
can print and deliver for less than the 
cost of the sheetfed raw materials.

Register now
To access instant
trade only prices

The quickest and easiest

TRADE ONLY
online ordering system for 
NCR sets, books and pads
www.print4printers.co.uk

print for
printers

P4P
Print4Printers
Unit F Salcombe Court
Meadow Lane Industrial Estate
Alfreton DE55 7EG
Tel: 01773 743621
Email: info@print4printers.co.uk

OUTSOURCE
TO P4P

OOO

YOUR
PROFITPAPER

YOUR
PROFIT

R
E

P
R

O

C
A

R
R

IA
G

E

LABOUR

print 
printers

P4P
for

Produce In-House Outsource to Print4Printers

PRINTED,
FINISHED &
DELIVERED
IN 5-7 DAYS
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£20 off your first order
Just select BPS SMALL PRINTER when registering

WANTED 
Letterpress Machines  

and Type 
Anything considered 

please contact 
printerbits@googlemail.com 

01474 748 532 



  Small Printer Advertising Rates
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������ Free (up to 50 words) then 10p per word

Display advertisements 1/4 page per month £7.00

Display advertisements 1/2 page per month £15.00

Display advertisements Full page per month £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A5) £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A4 folded to A5) £30.00

The Editor and Advertising Manager reserve the right to refuse any advertisement. Although every e� ort 
will be made to publish an advertisement in a speci� ed issue if requested, this cannot be guaranteed.

The same display advertisement appearing in four or more consecutive issues is subject to a 10% 
discount and when in seven or more consecutive issues subject to a 15% discount.

Cheques payable to “British Printing Society” and material should be sent as follows or contact 
the Advertising Manager if you wish to pay by PayPal.

Line Advertisements should be sent to the Editor by the 10th of the month prior to publication.

Display Advertisements should be sent with payment to the Advertising Manager also by the 10th.

Printed inserts (350) must be sent with payment to the Mailer so as to arrive by the 25th of the month.

BPS SHOP
Support your Society and purchase from an increasing selection of items 

available at a very reasonable cost

Polo Shirts in Black with Gold Logo
(Small, Medium, Large, XLarge or XX Large)

£15 plus £3 UK carriage

Printers Aprons in Black with Gold Logo
£ 14 plus £3 UK carriage

Cuffl inks £3.50 per pair plus £1 UK carriage

Badges £1 each plus 75p UK carriage
Send order or inquiry to your Sales Secretary

(Contact details on inner front page of this issue of Small Printer)
Do you have ideas for further items that might be of interest in order to advertise

and generate membership of your Branch?
Umbrellas, Caps, Sweatshirts, Mugs, Mousemats?

Ask and Terry will investigate availability/cost
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Ye Olde ‘One-Stop’ Letterpress Shoppe!

Why would you go anywhere else?

Re-manufactured Adana machines including treadle platens and proof presses - Composing sticks, 
typescales, galleys, furniture, quoins, quoin keys, planers, tweezers, bodkins - New & second-hand type 
laid in cases and/or wooden cabinets, @ signs, # signs, + signs, borders, dashes, rules and spacing 
materials.  High definition Rubber inking Rollers, a full colour range of letterpress inks, tympan manila 
platen dressing sheets and gauge pins. We also service and refurbish customer’s own machines.

www.caslon.co.uk
+44 1727 852 211

Our AdanaLite Photopolymer system enables you to easily make negatives and 
letterpress plates at home. We supply a range of polymer plates at competitive 
prices and make mounting bases to order to suit your machine and thickness of 
plates you wish to use. Professional, Reliable & Expert advice always available.

� 

Moulton Printing 01253 342992 www.moultonprinting.com


