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cover photo: your editor pulling a sheet on the dürer press, on show at the
printing historical society meeting, st Bride london. picture taken
By peter white (10385).
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from the president

from the editor

hat are your views on
New Year’s Resolutions? I
suspect that I am not alone
in coming up with one or
two ideas that seem good at the time,
but which are soon forgotten. I have lost
count of the number of times I resolutely
started to keep a diary, conscientiously
making a daily entry... but I don’t think
it ever lasted beyond the middle of
February.

o here we go into another year. It is said
that time flies when one is really enjoying oneself,
so your editorial team must be at the peak of their
enjoyment. It is salutary that just two years ago
your ‘new’ editorial team published their first edition of ‘Small
Printer’. After twenty four issues of your magazine, it is truthful
to say that it has been an enjoyable and rewarding experience if one with a steep learning curve too. So somewhere out there
there must be a budding new editor, keen to take up my reins
in April of this year, and enjoy the satisfaction and privilege of
working with Giles Edwards, to produce this monthly magazine.

One resolution that I should like to
suggest to all of you is a promise to
provide something for the pages of Small
Printer at some time during the year.
I appreciate that you may be sick and
tired of hearing this same message – but
it only takes each member of the Society
to send in one article during the year and
there would be no further need for the
Editor to reiterate his plea for material.

I sincerely believe that ‘Small Printer’ fills a gap in the market
and provides the amateur new to printing, with plenty of
information and general knowledge - and the older and more
experienced printer the chance to impart his knowledge and
experience to others; through the medium of the magazine.
And for those that do not belong to a Branch, or do not manage
to get to annual conventions, the magazine is the glue that
binds the society. Awesome responsibility it may sound; but
in reality it is just a creative job, backed up by a friendly and
supportive ‘society of friends’, and the Executive Committee.

Have you planned your holidays for the
year? Our Spring holiday (we usually
manage two holidays each year) will be
centred around Montrose, and focussed
on the Convention in April. Apart from
that memorable weekend in Nairn some
years ago, much of our experiences of
Scotland have been around Glasgow
and Edinburgh and it will be an excellent
opportunity to see a little more of the
country. I hope that we shall meet you
there.

I make no apologies for mentioning the 2015 Convention in
Montrose yet again. The weekend costs at the Park Hotel are
considerably lower than some recent conventions, allowing you
some financial space for the travelling costs to get to Angus.
We are hoping to have a strong ‘Bring and Buy’, for where else
can one find such bargains these days. So please load your cars
up with all those superfluous typefaces, printing books, and
printing paraphernalia that you no longer need or are going to
use. Someone in the society will be really pleased to have your
‘cast-offs’.
Another major reason to come north is to be able, on the
Sunday, to visit John Easson’s unique printshop at Blairgowrie,
some forty minutes from Montrose. John’s printshop is a
treasure trove of presses, and everything that a print fanatic
could wish for; plus of course John’s interminable enthusiasm
and skill for our craft. This in itself would be worth the trip from
the south of England.
Finally I must (sort of) apologise for the picture on this month’s
cover. After two years in post, I thought it not unreasonable to
‘show my face’ - and what better than at a printing press in St
Brides Foundation. Happy New Year to you all.
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T THE START Of 1915, the West Essex
Gazette had been established for
fourteen years as a weekly newspaper
serving the Epping, Loughton, Ongar
and Harlow areas. Available on Saturdays at
a cover price of one halfpenny, the eightpage paper was printed and published by
the Epping Printing Company at its Victoria
Buildings premises in Epping’s High Street.
The printer and publisher was Alfred B Davis.
The Victoria Buildings had been completed
in 1899, overlooking the market place, and
housed a variety of businesses, including
Alfred Davis’s stationery shop. Constructed in
tudor-style brick and timber, with a balcony
at the front from which local dignitaries could
address the public (local MP Winston Churchill
even spoke there in later years), this attractive
building regrettably was swept away in the
early 1960s redevelopment of the High Street.
The Gazette offices were on the ground floor,
with the presses housed (at least in later
years) in a separate single-storey building
attached to the back. Alfred Davis also had
a stationery shop in Loughton, published a
range of local postcards, and offered a printing
service. These were all advertised in the
classified section of the Gazette throughout
the year, with a larger display advertisement
in December offering Christmas cards, gift
books, calendars and diaries.

Occasionally, reports by the editor, Lionel
Valdar, give a fascinating insight into the
actual production of the newspaper. The
new year had started with a redesign for
the Gazette; this prompted several letters of
praise “from leading men in West Essex”. It’s
quite clear from their comments, though, that
these were solicited by the sending out of free
copies with a request for feedback. A local
council chairman remarked that “The paper
is well-printed, well-arranged, and the news
is reliable and intelligently written.” I can’t
disagree with this. The general appearance of
the paper gives the impression that care went
into the production; the text is set in very
legible 10pt type, justified in four columns
separated by fine vertical rules; and I have yet
to find a single typo.

Although published on a Saturday, the paper
was able to carry reports of livestock prices
from the regular Friday market outside (“fat
sows, £8 12s. 6d.”), although clearly the
deadline could mean late working on the
Friday evening: a spoof Reuters entry under
‘Stop Press News’ in January states: “The
Editor and Printing Office Staff are in a state
of collapse. The supply of wet towels and
black coffee is running short. Time, 1.5 a.m.
Saturday morning.”

4
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The presses clearly ran late into Friday
evenings on some occasions. The following
report is worth reproducing in full, as it
captures perfectly the dedication of the staff
to achieve their deadline:
“We have received several complimentary
letters from Loughton readers on our
successful little “scoop” last week. Many
were surprised to find, when they opened
their “Gazette” on Saturday morning, that
it contained a full report of the splendid
Volunteer Training Corps meeting at the
Lopping Hall, held on the previous evening.
As one writer says, “A leading London paper
could not have published it quicker.” We
were told that our enterprise would not be
appreciated, but our faith in the journalistic
value of late news was not to be discouraged.
We believed that Loughton would be glad to
read an account of the meeting on Saturday
morning, and we were right. The “Gazette”
had a record sale!
“We have been asked how it was done.
Readers are naturally interested in the
technical side of newspaper production.
There is a subtle fascination about printer’s
ink and all connected with it,—especially
when these things are used at high pressure.
Well, the whole adventure was marked by
good fortune. In the first place we left the
Lopping Hall at 10 p.m. with our precious
notes of the speeches. Knowing that even the
G.E.R. trains are occasionally late, we sprinted
to the station and had the good fortune to
catch the train which should have left at three
minutes to ten. That saved a little over an
hour of valuable time. As the train rushed on
to Epping we wrote the opening paragraphs
of the report, and by 10.30 an operator was
setting it into type on a type-setting machine.
Then the Sanctum looked busy. As we finished
each page of “copy,” it was snatched from our
grasp by the type-setting cormorant.

By 1.30 a.m. we were reading and correcting
the proofs, and at 2.30 a.m. the matter was in
the Press and the merry music of the printing
machine had begun. The “Gazette” was safely
to “bed!”

“It was 5 a.m. when the last “Gazette”
glided gracefully over the fliers. The edition
was completed. Busy hands prepared the
parcels for the Agents, and the 6.38 a.m
train from Epping conveyed the “Gazettes”
to Loughton, ready for the city folk at the
station. It was a good night’s work, and one
that we thoroughly enjoyed. As we saw the
task completed, the dawn broke through
the heavens. We have often heard what an
impressive sight the dawn is, but having a
prediliction for rising when the atmosphere
is well aired, we have hitherto accepted the
statement on the evidence of others.
Now that we have watched the dawn, we
have come to the conclusion that it is a vastly
over-rated affair. We would have willingly
sacrificed the sight for the comfort of being
snugly in bed!”
The progress of the First World War obviously
dominated local news during the course of
that year, with reports on the formation of
a Local Voluntary Training Corps, talks by
visiting dignitaries, and benefit concerts
for the Belgian Relief Fund taking up many
column inches in the first issues of January
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alone. However, behind the tapestry of tragic
events happening abroad, life at a local level
went on, and the Gazette duly reported, often
in minute detail, all the usual local news,
and carried enough advertising to suggest
that world events had not yet had too great
an effect on the local economy. There was
an on-going issue of some posts and chains
erected illegally outside a property, causing
some entertaining editorial comments about
a certain councillor and his allegation that
the editor was not showing impartiality in
the reporting of it. There were court reports
of all the usual minor transgressions of law,
such as carters who fell asleep while their
horses made their way home. In fact, one of
these appears to have been a distant relative
of mine, one “Hugh Owers, Beauchamp
Roothing, carman”, who, when woken up at
Abridge by a policeman, thought he was still in
Woodford. “For being asleep while in charge
of a horse and wagon [ . . .] fined 5s.” Cases
that came up not only mentioned drivers
and cyclists riding without lights, but also an
increasing number later in the year with lights
that were too bright; the fear of Zeppelin raids
hung over the country, and shopkeepers too
fell foul of night-time lighting restrictions. This
was at a time when shops stayed open late
into the evening. Insurance against Zeppelin
attacks was advertised and purchased for
notable buildings such as St John’s Church.
The alarming news on the front page of the
second issue of the year announced that the
Gazette compositor had enlisted for foreign
service—‘Fighting before Printing!’ as the
subhead gamely announced. Inside, the Editor
craved “the indulgence of our readers for any
deﬁciencies in this issue”, blames himself for
writing such stirring articles about recruiting
that the compositor was lost to the cause,
and then continues: “Since no other member
of the printing ofﬁce staff could operate

the machine, it happened that on Thursday
evening not a line of the paper was in type.
Friday dawned, and the pale glimmer of early
morn revealed a haggard Editor struggling to
town [London] in the fastest available car with
his “copy” in order to have it set up on the
Monotype machine. At the moment of writing
a wire has come that some of the “galleys” are
en route for Epping.”
In one issue, the editor writes a column of
useful advice to advertisers, in which he
explains that readers, faced with a front page
entirely consisting of advertising (which was
common to many local papers at the time),
often turned the page immediately, thus
rendering useless the advertisements.
He explains that this is why, in the re-design,
the front page of the Gazette now carries only
news, with advertising carefully displayed
alongside news on the inside pages. I can
recall The Times still persisting with blanket
front-page advertising into the 1960s, so it
seems that the Gazette was well ahead with
its views.
A rather more serious issue arose in July.
The front page on 10th July started with
this paragraph: “At the Epping Police Court
on Friday, Mr. Lionel Valdar, Editor of the
“West Essex Gazette,” was charged under
the Defence of the Realm Act for publishing
information with respect to the description
and disposition of certain of His Majesty’s
ships, and also for publishing information
concerning certain naval operations.”
This was not as serious a case as first appears.
It seems that the information had previously
appeared in other, more distinguished
newspapers, and that this prosecution should
probably never have gone as far as a court
case. The Bench realised this, and instead of
imposing a possible £100 fine let the editor off
with £2, presumably as a mild warning for the

6
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future that such articles should be submitted
for approval to the Press Bureau (which
would have known that the information was
already in the public domain). Several local
officials had put in a good word for Mr Valdar
at the trial, stating how patriotic and helpful
he had always been regarding the local war
effort. The editor complains in the same
issue about the “quagmire of instructions
issued daily from the Press Bureau” and
how hazardous is the path he treads. In the
following week’s issue, he writes an eloquent
half-page article in defence of his position and
the invaluable rôle the press has played in
advertising recruitment arrangements.
The year passes, and in the Christmas
edition (the 25th was a Saturday in 1915, so
it seems the paper was published as usual
for a Saturday) there were notes of thanks
from serving soldiers in Europe for receiving
news from home via the Gazette, along with
other items in their gift parcels. The editor
sums up in a note headed “No slackers on the
“Gazette” staff”:

demolished. In my last year at Epping Junior
School my class paid a visit to the printing
offices. By this time, the Gazette had changed
its publication day to Friday, so Friday
afternoon was a slack time in which they
could show around a school party. I don’t
recall details of the presses, but we were
shown around the press room at the back and
had the process of producing a local paper
explained to us. On arrival, a list of our names
was supplied to the Linotype operator, and at
the end of our visit we all received individual
slugs of type with our names on. I still have
mine to this day. Could this be how I became
interested in printing at an early age?
Clive Rumble (5924)

“As the willingness to serve one’s country
in its hour of need is rightly regarded as the
touchstone of a man’s character to-day, we
take the opportunity of stating that every
member of the editorial and printing office
staff of the “Gazette,” who is of military age,
has offered himself for attestation under Lord
Derby’s scheme. The proprietor has given the
staff every facility for taking this course, and
the positions of the men ultimately called up
will be reserved for them during alterations to
the map of Europe.” We hope that those that
served were able to return and take up their
previous posts on the excellent West Essex
Gazette.
As a postscript, I would add that I remember
fondly a visit to the Gazette offices in 1959
or 1960, before the Victoria Buildings were

7
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RestoRing a twin Ball Diestamping pRess
by Tim Honnor (5578)
HAT, I HEAR YOU ASK, IS A TWIN
BALL PRESS. Well, some of you
may remember the pictures in the
November 2013 Small Printer, where I asked
you to ‘Name the Press’ but also to provide
me with some information on how to restore
this piece of printing equipment.

I have known Justin Knopp of the Typoretum
for many years and it was a joy to be able to
go and visit his wonderful printshop whilst at
the 2013 Convention at Colchester. Justin had
mentioned that in his father’s garage there
was a heap of metal that could be an old hand
diestamping (intaglio) press and it was mine
if wanted it. I asked Roger Pertwee (from the
London firm of Baddeley Brothers who have
been diestamping for over 150 years) if he
could come over with me to view the press
and he indeed confirmed that it was a Twin
Ball Diestamping Press. Thus, having no idea if
it was complete, I got it shipped to my garage
in Inverness, where it took a six weeks to
strip every part down and clean it up. (Thank
goodness for a digital camera that was able to
record every move I took).

Nothing came of my request, BUT Bob
Richardson (9718) was able to unearth a
picture from the St Bride Library, showing
a press that looked similar to the one I was
trying to restore. But I must start at the
beginning.

After a while, it became clear that the press
was quite close to the picture provided by
Bob Richardson. The press is a beautifully
made machine that when the twin balls are
turned by hand, sends a die carriage under
an inking brush (sadly lost from this press),
then to a wiping paper that rolls off from a
large roll, and thence places the die under the
stamper. The last part of the travel of the twin
8
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balls—once the carriage has come to rest—is
to ‘stamp’ the paper or card with the ink left
in the engraved intaglio die or copper plate.
Then the process is reversed and the carriage
travels to the right, back along the carriage
way, to be re-inked, whilst a new piece of
paper is placed for subsequent stamping
when the carriage moves back to the left
again. The set-up and make ready is as in any
other diestamping press, in that a male ‘force’
has to be cut by hand to fit into the ‘female’
engraved steel or copper die.
I was keen to re-build the press as close to the
original as possible. There was some green ink
still on the main structure of the press, so I
had a local car painting shop copy this colour
with a mat paint. (Unfortunately they had a
minimum order of 5 litres!)

With all the parts laid out it was exciting to see
to see them painted in their new livery. And
then the task was to get the press together
in working order. It always being easier to
take machines apart, rather than put them
together again, I was heartened when I had
only two ‘spare’ screws left over! However,
the problem was how to get the press to
work in its cycle as this was a matter of the
timing and getting the cogs exactly lined up
so that they allow the carriage to move into
position, release the carriage and then engage
the stamping shaft to move downwards with

enough force to ‘stamp’ the sheet. This really
was a trial and error problem, with three cogs
and over eighty possible teeth positions, it
was an “Enigma” type puzzle.

No less than three managing directors of
diestamping firms came up to visit me and
‘help’, but it was only the arrival of Nick
Sanford from Smythsons of Bond Street that
solved the problem and was able to get the
press to actually ‘stamp’.

I have now found out that there are still a
couple of these presses, even more basic than
this one, still working in France. These have no
inking and no wiping, these processes being
done entirely by hand. So it would seem that
my Twin Ball Diestamping Press is a ‘Rolls
Royce’ of these type of presses!

9
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The picture (right), shows the very smart
brass plaque state made by Brown & Co. of
119 Oakley Street, Westminster Bridge Road,
London. I think the press could be over one
hundred and fifty years old.
If any of you have any information on this
company, please let me know.—Ed

advertising report

print suppliers list

Advertising Manager's Report
WE have been notified by one of the
Society's longest serving advertisers,
that they will cease trading at the end
of 2014. The company is Peacock Blockmaking, who have been advertising in
Small Printer for decades.

Register of Useful Suppliers
SEVERAL people have asked me whether there is a list of suppliers of products
useful for small printers, and I have to
say that there is not an up-to-date list
available.

Following this information about the
end of an era, another supplier of blocks
would be required and so, another
company who we have used to produce
blocks for our last convention, were
asked if they would like to take on this
service. Happily Metallic Elephant have
agreed and their advert will be carried
by Small Printer from this issue.
Another company has changed hands
recently, namely the Lyme Bay Press.
The new owner has contacted us about
continuing with their advert, although
there will be a change to the telephone
number, so please wait for this to appear
in their new advert in due course, before
placing your orders.
Ron & Jean Watson
Advertising Managers

Thus, let's create a list! Please e-mail
me with details of suppliers from which
you have had good recent service, giving
details of why you think they should
be featured, and I will collate them for
publishing in future issues of Small
Printer. Please let me know whether you
would like your name to appear with
your recommendation or would rather be
anonymous.
Paul Hatcher (10648)

THANKS PAUL FOR THIS EXCELLENT IDEA.
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE DATABASE
OF MEMBERS’ PRESSES AND PLANT THAT
OUR PRESIDENT IS COMPILING, THE BPS
WILL BE REALLY HELPING ITS MEMBERS,
ESPECIALLY THOSE WANTING ADVICE AND
KNOWLEDGE FROM THE MORE ExPERIENCED PRINTERS IN OUR MIDST.—Ed
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24th January.......Maidenhead Branch
Annual Lunch at the Holiday Inn, Reading
29th January ...... South Wales Branch
Film Night—Venue to be arranged

British Printing Society

Publishing Group

9th february ...... Maidenhead Branch
Bob Edwards, Crookham Village
21st february ..... Essex Branch
AGM Lunch, 12:30pm at the Grange,
Boreham
2nd March .......... Maidenhead Branch
Anke Ueberberg, Reading
26th March......... South Wales Branch
Letterpress workshop- likely to be held at
Cardiff Met, Llandaff Campus
9th May .............. Surrey & Sussex Branch
Print Craft day, Merstham Village Hall

www.bpsnet.org.uk/branches/
publishing_group.html

11th May ............ Maidenhead Branch
Richard Owen, Cookham
27th May ............ South Wales Branch
Bookbinding Workshop with Ron at Stow
Parish centre, Newport
1st June .............. Maidenhead Branch
Paul Hatcher, Woodley

attention

new members
If you are new to the Society and want to find out
about your local Branch, or if you want to start up
a new Branch in your area, please contact:

Bob Edwards Tel: 01252 615439 or
email: vicepresident@bpsnet.org.uk

Grow a Branch
in YoUr area !
11
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letters to/from the editor
AMUSING c21 GUIDELINES
Dear Editor, I enjoyed reading the ‘Spacing
Guidelines’ in November’s Small Printer and
thought to myself ‘ah, here is a nice example
of awful typesetting rules from that nadir of
typography, the mid-19th century’.
Imagine my horror when I read the little
caption on the left which told me that it comes
from presumably a very recent book (as it calls
itself a 21st Century Guide). Most of the
rules given would have been considered
very bad practice by mid-twentieth century
typesetting standards, and indeed in some
cases the exact opposite of that suggested
in the 21st Century Guide is appropriate. For
example, less space after a point or punctuation, decrease space between words
rather than increase (if you can) to justify
a line. En quadding after a point and other
punctuation? Strewth, a recipe for rivers!
However, I am now interested in seeking
out this book, if only in the hope that the rest
is as amusing as this excerpt.

Paul Hatcher (10648)
Dear Kate, I would just like to thank you
for your article (see page 18). When you
first wondered if you might have something of interest to say, I replied “of course
you have”; and how I have been proved
right. Your article is of great interest, in
that it jumps with enthusiasm (and joy)
for letterpress printing, even although
you have had such a varied and exciting career with the BBC. In many ways it
mirrors my own experience after some
twenty five years in the Royal Navy, when
almost every day was a new experience and

challenge. And yet I left to start a printing
business. (And what a challenge that was
too!) So there is something in print that ‘just
gets us’!
If more of you out there could emulate
Kate and let us know about some of your
experience in starting or staying with printing, what a goldmine we would all enjoy.
—Ed

Dear Paul, I was absolutely delighted to
receive your letter concerning the ‘Spacing
Guidelines’. The article in November’s Small
Printer has really raised some passion—
which is exactly what I was wanting the
article to do. And it proves that the magazine
is at least read!
Initially we had some appreciative emails
from members new to letterpress, saying
that it was wonderful to at last have such a
‘clear’ set of rules. This again was pleasing in that I have always hoped that the
magazine imparted knowledge around our
society. But then we had a number of
comments such as yours, saying that the
rules were bad practice.
Marty’y Brown’s book is well presented,
in an American way, and has had some good
reviews. In that it seems to cover a gap in
the market, it is unfortunate that she has
got so much wrong, at least with her spacing
suggestions.
So thank you again for writing in and
raising this important subject. I would be
delighted to send you the book, if you would
respond by a critique that we could
publish.—Ed
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name the press? 23

What is the name of the equipment in use,
who made it and when? Answers sent by the
10th of the month to the: editor@bpsnet.org.
uk or sparticles@hotmail.co.uk.
THANKS to John Alexander (5509) came up
with the answer below. It may be that he is
referring to a relation of the “Empire Press”
as the press pictured in quiz No.22 was
clearly a hand press.
"Press number 22 is not so little and is used by
print finishers for cutting out labels etc.
A hollow steel cutter was placed in position
on a pile of printed sheets, the base slid
under the platen and the pressure applied.
The cutter was then placed over another
part of the pile and the procedure repeated
ad infinitum. The sample appears to be
hand operated, but I only ever saw presses
operated by an electric motor. They were
referred to as Star presses but this may have
been a local name".

Name the Press 22 was depicted in the 1915
Penrose Annual and called—appropriately—
“The Empire Press”. It seems it was a quick
way to proof from blocks for it says:
Don't cripple your staff by employing them
to waste time on an old press in trying to
get a proof which in the end turns out to be
unsatisfactory.
The Empire Press
• Saves Time
• Saves Labour
• Saves Space
• Does not slur
So there you have it. A sort of flatbed Adana…
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BRANCH REPORTS

or Christmas pud left on the menu. The
dinner also gave us all a chance to celebrate
Robin Clark's birthday, and this being
Robin's eightieth was a very special one.
Unfortunately, due to illness, John and Dee
Miller were unable to attend, but John had got
hold of a quite special birthday gift of Wallace
and Grommit cufflinks, which he arranged to
have delivered to the dinner. Robin being a big
fan was delighted—well done John!

The branch soak up the November sun

Lincolnshire and District Report
As a rule The Lincolnshire and District
branch's first meeting of the year is set aside
for our Christmas dinner outing, and this year
was no exception. We decided to meet up
at the Chesters pub in Newark for this year's
festive treat.
'Hang on' I hear you say 'why is the
Lincolnshire Branch meeting up in
Nottinghamshire for a Christmas dinner in
February?' A good question, but the answer
does make some sort of sense. We met up in
February (Last year it was in May), because
pubs do tend to get a bit crowded around
Christmas, and a reservation for a group of a
dozen or so in December isn't always easy to
arrange. February tends to be much quieter,
and booking is much easier (and sometimes
cheaper as well). Another reason being that
travel in December can be difficult for a lot
of people when the short days mean that
travelling often has to be done in the dark,
which we prefer not to do. So why meet up in
Nottinghamshire? The answer for this is quite
simple; Newark has very good road links, and
mileage works out pretty much equidistant for
the most far flung members of the branch.
Anyway, the dinner went down well, even
though by February there was no turkey

A seal pup nervously eyes the Branch photographer

After the dinner, we all went to Robin and
Jean's for a chat and a slice of birthday cake.
We took the chance to catch up on news and
to inspect the years Rosen Award entries.
Surprisingly our panel of experts declared that
all things considered the Lincolnshire Branch
should win. Arrangements for the next branch
meeting made and then, when all of the
birthday cake was finished, headed home.
Mike Edwards (10374)
Dorset Branch—November
At this meeting, we watched a short video,
supplied by Roderic, on the production of the
Times Newspaper during WW2.
The video lasted about ten minutes and
highlighted how the paper was able to
continue production by moving the various
offices and production facilities into the
basements. Despite the air raids, the presses
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continued to run and the staff were warned
about impending air raids, by every light in
the building being turned on and off rapidly.
Although the video only lasted for around
ten minutes, it was interesting to see the old
letterpress methods again.
Following the video, the members then did
some preparation work for their Printer’s Pie
booklet.
Ron Watson (6955)
South Wales Branch Visit—December
A couple of weeks ago our branch
visited the National Waterfront Museum in
Swansea. In attendance was Steph, Robert,
Richard, Dom & Peter with apologies from
Ron, Malin, Alan, Andreas & Olwen. I had
also invited two guests, Chris & Kevin who
couldn’t wait to roll their sleeves up and have
a go and really enjoyed the evening. It was 2
years since our last visit and that period had
obviously been used to good effect with the
creation of a mini gallery showing printing
in the 19th Century. Samples were displayed
of lead type, wooden poster type, matrices,
linotype, monotype, stereos and copper
engraved blocks.
Many photos have been uploaded to our
facebook page showing the 1830’s Stanhope
Iron Press in action attempting to print a
keepsake for distribution within Small Printer
magazine. Using polymer line blocks and lead
type we printed two colours on Conqueror
Cream Laid 100gsm paper.
Unfortunately we couldn’t produce enough
impressions of acceptable quality for
inclusion and Robert & Steph were left with
the task of completing the project at a later
date. Thanks again to Robert & Steph for your
efforts and providing the tea and biscuits.
It really is quite a privilege to have access
to this Iron press and I urge all to visit the

Waterfront Museum in Swansea to see it.
Thanks also to Pete for acting as professional
photographer for the evening.
Finally, I have received an email from Malin,
who is moving back to Sweden next week.
She has some type in her studio which needs
moving to Cardiff Met so I am in the process
of arranging that although I may need to call
on some volunteers in Early January. She still
hopes to stay within the BPS membership and
I am sure we all want to wish her well for the
future.
Dominic Hartley (10627)
15
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MAIDENHEAD BRANCH—DECEMBER
It was almost a full turn-out for our
practical meeting at Sarah Battyll’s studio in
Bracknell. Seven members arrived clutching
their pages for the Branch Rosen Award entry
and were given a warm welcome by Sarah
and Richard, not forgetting Tigger, their rather
large mastiff.

Anke, Bob, Barry & Richard busy working

table working, there wasn’t much room to
spare and cups of coffee were kept well away
from the printing. We occasionally had visits
from Tigger, curious to know what was going
on in his house, until the gates were put up
to curtail him! Everyone was assigned a task
towards assembling the book, but it was slow
and exacting work, so there was quite a lot of
conversation whilst glued dried or someone
waited for the next page to come their way.
At around nine o’clock, Sarah brought in some
enticing cakes to go with more cups of coffee,
and progress halted temporarily; book making
and sticky fingers don’t go together!
The entire assembly job took more than three
hours and it was so rewarding to see 25 or
more completed books on the table. It was
great for Branch morale and thanks must go to
Sarah for initiating the project and for hosting
the meeting.
Bob Edwards (9527)

This project was only conceived at the
November meeting and members had just
one month to do their printing as per the
instructions agreed. Maidenhead Branch had
never embarked on anything as complex as
this and since every page depended on the
previous one and the following one, there was
a concern that we might have over-stretched
ourselves. We needn’t have worried; the
pages were all present and correct on the
table and we breathed a sigh of relief! What
was also amazing was that the page reference
points all more or less matched; remarkable
since this was independent work done on
eight machines by eight members using laser,
letterpress, inkjet or foil, or a combination
of media. We were asked to use 160 gsm
paper and it was interesting to see the
variety of substrates used; plain white, tinted,
parchment and textured were all represented.
Sarah’s print room is a good size but with
seven members sitting down at the large
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N A FEW YEARS you may well be asking
yourself this very question. Already the
professional printer has turned his/her
back on this wonderful typeface, dazzled
by the publicity given to a continental
didot-sized face. Fortunately the amateur
(and myself in particular) can say "to heck
with fashion, I'll use the type I like."
DEBUT
When Gill Sans made it's debut at the
Federation of Master Printers' Conference
in 1928, many people were shocked at
the severe lines of the new face, but very
soon they were asking the Monotype
Corporation to extend the range. The
original design was a titling (Series 231)
and was based on an alphabet used by Eric
Gill on the facia of his friend Claverdon's
book shop. Lowercase soon followed, then
all the variants including four shadows. By
1960 there were twenty nine. It would be
hard to find another face with so much
choice for the printer, everything from 5

to 72 point size. Perhaps only Gloucester
(Cheltenham) first produced fifty years
ago in America comes near.
DECLINE & FALL
By the late 1950's, advertising agents
were clamoring for fresh faces. Paper was
no longer rationed and type was being
imported from abroad. The problem was
answered by reviving Grotesque (215) and
it's bold (216), unfortunately there was
only one trade-setter in London who held
the matrices, but soon everyone started
to 'get into the act.'

TO GILL SANS ?

WHATEVER HAPPENED...

Can it be revived? I believe it can. The
amateur can play his part by using it
until the professional printer tires of his/
her 'new' sans-serif and returns to this
wonderful face.
One interesting piece of news—Gill Sans
appears in cyrillic characters ...perhaps
the Russians will be inventing a new
typeface soon!?

Article from Searchlight No.12 1965. Printed by Eric Mercer at the Underground Press, Lancs. supplied by chirs daniels (5734)

PAPER SUPPLIES

Paper & Board for printing available
at competitive prices
Special offer & branded stock
List available on request
Deliveries possible within 120 miles
Lower Walsall Street, Wolverhampton WV1 2ES

Email: wdghillier@gmail.com
Tel: 07984 363819 / 0792 7766799

all membership
renewals currently £27
for UK, £42 for Overseas, or
notifications for change of
address, email or telephone
numbers should be sent to
the Membership Secretary:
Margaret Rookes,
57 Craiston Way,
		 Great Baddow,
			 Chelmsford
				 CM2 8ED
Please make any cheques
payable to the
‘British Printing Society’.

Credit card payment available
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Ron Watson (6955)

THE STANHOPE PRESS

The Musée des arts et métiers

by Kate Edwards (10743)

Charles Stanhope (1753-1816) was a
prolific inventor, scientist and engineer
who championed scientific, political and
philanthropic works throughout his life.
He proposed, planned and created a huge
number of engineering projects throughout

HE MUSéE DES ARTS ET MéTIERS
(Arts and Crafts) in Paris was founded
in 1794 as a place to preserve and
display scientific and technological inventions.
The museum has an astonishing collection of
over 80,000 objects covering some serious
scientific milestones through the ages; there
is the Telstar satellite from 1969, the Cray
supercomputer, the Leon Bollée multiplication
machine and the first diesel engine to name
but a few of my favourites. The pièce de
résistance for me was one of the simplest:
Foucault’s original pendulum, suspended from
the high ceiling of the church at the end of the
museum, swinging back and forth proving that
the earth turns. Impressive stuff.
On the central floor there is a wonderful
display of printing presses, including a
Stanhope press from the early 19th century,
a magnificent Marinoni rotary press from
1883, as well as formes from 1895 and a
plate created using the mysterious (to
me at least, could it be
a bad translation?)
‘Paroy process’ in
1799. If members
know anything
about it, or any of the
other images shown,
please share your
knowledge with us.

his life. His great gift to printing technology
was the creation of a heavy iron platen
press. The press was a gift to democracy
too—the Stanhope press not only retained his
name, but its design remained deliberately
uncopyrighted, so that anyone could
build one.
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Unlike the wooden presses that had gone,
Stanhope’s small but functional press was very
robust and made entirely from iron. The press
had a series of levers to allow the print master
to adjust the considerable pressures the press
could exert, creating clean, crisp impressions
from woodcuts and for larger book designs.

to breaking due to the immense pressure they
could exert and the later versions used heavier,
rounded castings from c.1806, like the example
seen here in the Paris museum.
MARINONI
The museum’s Marinoni newspaper press (see
image left) is absolutely beautiful to behold—
a true workhorse of print that looks for all
the world like it could be fired up today and
printing as efficiently as it ever did. It’s a highly
mechanised rotary press that was capable of
printing 6000 copies an hour, on both sides via
a continuously fed, gigantic, roll of paper
The edition that this particular press printed
(see cylindrical plate picture), was le Petit
Journal (first issue printed February 1863),
a Parisian newspaper that owed its success in
part to the method in which it was produced.
Marinoni’s rotary press made the newspapers
he was involved in both running and printing,
far cheaper to buy (5 cents instead of 15
cents charged for the other contemporary
newspapers) as their production runs were
so large—up to 500,000 copies were printed
every day.

The output of the press was not much greater
than the wooden hand presses of the day,
around 250 sheets an hour compared to
200, but the robustness of the design was a
significant leap forward in platen design.
The earliest surviving example dates to around
1804 and had straight sides. These were prone
19
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the Forme (page 19) and impression (below) of character specimens, ornaments and head-and-tail pieces, 1895 Paris, france

Kate Edwards (10743) biography
read the appeal in last month’s issue
of ‘Small Printer’ for more content, and
thought I might stick my neck out and
say a little bit about myself and see if I might
be able to connect with a few members and
get myself out there—why not, eh?
I’m a newly minted letterpress printer.
About two years ago, I started to plan my
exit strategy from my then career as a
documentary television producer. I’d spent
a decade making films about fascinating
things, but often under massive pressure and
I’d reached my limit for this very demanding
industry. Women over fourty simply disappear,
and the work is often elusive.
I’d come to television in 1995 via the lovely
Channel 4 series Time Team. I spent 6 years
working first as an archaeologist on the series
and then as a producer. Since then I’ve made
factual programmes about everything under
the sun, from DNA testing men who had been
wrongly convicted of the most terrible crimes,
to a series about Death Row (compelling,
distressing, fascinating…). I’ve seen Bear Grylls
in his birthday suit as he prepared to skin a
snake/build a fire/jump out of a helicopter, and
filmed ancient Shipwrecks, to name but a few.
My last project was both the best and worst to
date—a Channel 4 series on Bigfoot with the
lovely TV vet Mark Evans. One despotic boss
and a whole bunch of crazy Californians later it
was, I’d decided, the last project I’d ever do. No
more working for someone else. Time enough
left for a 3rd career, I decided...
So just about 12 months ago, I finished both of
Angie Butler’s marvellous courses in letterpress
at UWE in Bristol, armed with the knowledge
that I definitely did love printing and that I had
the willingness to take the plunge and give
letterpress a whirl as a viable small business,
designing and printing wedding stationery.
I’d done my homework, and haven’t stopped

learning yet. It’s a tough market I know, but
clearly one that’s in demand and, I’d say,
probably responsible in part for the boom
in letterpress and its revival as a cottage
industry.
The historian in me loves it, like I’ve always
loved typography and design, from medieval
manuscripts to old books. Letterpress gives
me plenty to research and get my teeth into.
I’ve still got a lot to learn: colour theory,
mixing ink, marketing and how to keep
motivated, to name but a few. BUT, I haven’t
had a presenter or boss shouting at my hardworking team and I haven’t given my mobile
number to anyone who’s a bit too attached to
Sasquatch for their own good…
So this is a hello and friendly request
for human contact with experienced
letterpressers or anyone like me, who is
learning. I’d love to learn more about different presses (currently I am using an Adana
8 X 5 and I learned to print on a Vandercook)
as I’d like to beef up the size of my press. I’m
willing to be an apprentice and learn from
anyone who’s willing to share their knowledge
or who might be in a similar boat. I’ll travel,
make tea, bring cake. I notice that new
members are steadily joining the BPS and I
think that at least some of those might be
following a similar path to me perhaps.
I realise I may be one of the new breed of
letterpress printers that worry people a bit—
a Jonny come lately who’s missed the golden
age and now wants to modernise it with ‘deep
impressions’ and photopolymer... All I can say
is that I love it and I intend to do it as well as
I possibly can, from first principles, and I’m
proud to be part of the revival in this country.
And if you get in touch I’ll tell you what
Baldrick’s really like.
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Tim Honnor (5578)

memBership
new members:
10759 DRURY SHORE, Mrs S. 24 Elizabeth
Road, Bishop’s Stortford. CM23 3RN
10760 ATKIN, Mr M. Byways, Low Street,
Scalby, Scarborough. YO13 0QW
10761 GROSSMAN, Mr M., P.O. Box 380097,
Cambridge. MA 02238-0097, USA
10762 KARKLINS, Mr E. Lonlas House, Lonlas,
Neath. SA10 6SD
10763 FRENCH, Mr K. Metallic Elephant, Unit
3, Frating Hall Farm Industrial Estate, Frating,
Colchester. CO7 7HD
10764 CLARK, MR D. Thorn Villa, Armour
Place, Johnstone. PA5 8HH
donations:
6219 Mr M. Robson | 7461 Mr N. Buxton |
7846 Mr & Mrs K. Wright | 8988 Mr & Mrs L.
Friend | 9208 Mr R. Dyett
deaths:
5865 Mr S. Cox

WANTED

New North Press
would be interested in buying

Display fonts or wood
letter

We are committed to letterpress printers
and keen to purchase any interesting fonts.
We are currently looking for a
large albion or columbian Press.
Please contact: Graham Bignell
Tel: 020 7729 3161

www.new-north-press.co.uk

LE
FT: this most interesting Book has just Been
received By your editor, from the printing historical society.
a full review will appear in the next month's SmaLL PrinTEr.
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LETTERPRESS
EQUIPMENT WANTED
Adana 8x5's or similar
also type
Cas h on n
io
ollect

C

S.E.England Area

0844 4484386

RISOGRAPH DIGITAL PRINTER
SIMPLE – FAST – COST-EFFECTIVE
New & Refurbished Machines always available
SERVICE – INK – MASTERS

T

02380 330611 E sales@appleoffice.co.uk
www.appleoffice.co.uk

COLOUR
COPIERS
ALWAYS
AVAILABLE

BPS Internet News
Website Members’ Area
Change to Log In Details
The log in details for the
Members’ Only Area have
changed. Please see page 2
of your new Membership List
for the current
User Name and
Password. The
previous log in
will cease to
work as from
November 15th.
www. bpsnet.org.uk/members

7
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Ye Olde ‘One-Stop’ Letterpress Shoppe!
Re-manufactured Adana machines including treadle platens and proof presses - Composing sticks,
typescales, galleys, furniture, quoins, quoin keys, planers, tweezers, bodkins - New & second-hand type
laid in cases and/or wooden cabinets, @ signs, # signs, + signs, borders, dashes, rules and spacing
materials. High definition Rubber inking Rollers, a full colour range of letterpress inks, tympan manila
platen dressing sheets and gauge pins. We also service and refurbish customer’s own machines.
Our AdanaLite Photopolymer system enables you to easily make negatives and
letterpress plates at home. We supply a range of polymer plates at competitive
prices and make mounting bases to order to suit your machine and thickness of
plates you wish to use. Professional, Reliable & Expert advice always available.
Why would you go anywhere else?
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