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CAN ONLY START THIS EDITORIAL by 
saying how sad it was to hear of Liz Nelson’s 
death last month. Liz was a person who 
influenced and affected for good, all those 

who met her. Her mul� facet personality, courage and 
determina�on that nothing would stop her live her life 
to the full was hugely contagious. Although I had the 
privilege of si#ng at her table at many annual conven-
�ons, it was the one at Dumfries in 2009 that I really 
began to understand what a wide ranging life she ran; 
and all from a wheel-chair. She and Sir Malcolm Ross, 
our guest of honour, took over the conversa�on at 
our table as they found so many interests and persons 
they knew in common. And at Nairn, when the hotel 
had inadequate disabled facili�es on the top floor, Liz 
just got out of her chair, determined that she would 
get to the talk on wood-engraving whatever the odds. 
I remember thinking I was seeing a biblical miracle! 
Liz, you will be so missed—and many thanks to Ron 
Watson and the Dorset Branch for wri�ng the obituary 
that appears on page six. It is a privilege to be able to 
put a picture of you on our cover. 

Now I have again say that you members of the BPS 
out there, are not supplying enough content for YOUR 
magazine. Both Giles and myself wait in hope for copy 
to come in. When this does not happen ‘fillers’ have to 
be quickly found. Some eleven items were rushed into 
the magazine before the October prin�ng deadline 
closed; and s�ll there was some white space not filled. 
If the magazine is to survive it has to be with the help 
of members. It may be that you think that your contri-
bu�on will not be of enough interest. 

This is not so as our successes and failures with 
prin�ng all add to the general pool of experience. 
Lets make the December ‘Christmas Number’ a really 
interes�ng and varied read, with all the content 
coming from BPS members. What a good Christmas 
present that would be for us in the editorial team and 
our whole Society. 

With the conven�on ge#ng closer the Sco#sh Branch 
is star�ng to work up a really interes�ng programme. 
We do hope that many many of you will consider 
coming up to Scotland to enjoy a memorable weekend 
amongst like minded friends.
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FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT FROM THE EDITOR

The President is on holiday and so this month  
you have some words from me (the Vice  

President) for a change.

HAVE BEEN REVIEWING the excellent 
magazines that have been published 
in recent months. The August issue 
contained an interes�ng ar�cle by Chris 

Green about a proposed Knowledge Database. 
Have you responded? If not, I do commend that 
you consider it. If everyone in the Society did so, 
just imagine how useful it would be when trying 
to troubleshoot problems. I some�mes wonder if 
I am the only member using an HP4550C colour 
laser? A digital BPS database of equipment and 
skills could be very useful, although I concede 
there might be opera�onal challenges.

As I write, The Maidenhead Open Day at Wok-
ingham has happened. If you live in the Home 
Coun�es or West London and didn’t get to this 
event, then you missed a treat. There were 15 
tables of sales or demonstra�ons plus some 
excellent food. Fi%y goody bags were handed 
out, mostly to members of the public and a good 
amount of discussion about prin�ng took place.

Who are the most fortunate members of the 
Society? Those who print le�erpress? Members 
who print digital? No, I think that the luckiest 
BPS members are those interact with other 
printers.

Think about your own BPS membership. Are 
you passive or ac�ve? By passive I mean just 
reading your magazine. By ac�ve I mean doing 
something every month that adds to the Society. 
It could be a�ending a BPS mee�ng or offering 
assistance to another member. Not in a Branch 
or in touch with other members? If you want to 
be, let me know. Perhaps another member 10 
miles away has the same thought. If none of this 
is possible, there is s�ll no need to be passive. 
You could write to the Editor—a le�er, a story or 
a lengthy ar�cle about your prin�ng. Give it a try. 
Anything but being just passive.

I
I
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SOCIETY ELECTIONS 

PRESIDENT,  VICE-PRESIDENT, 
SECRETARY,  TREASURER

and THREE COUNCILLORS.

31st December 2014.
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Coles Award
The award is open to any 
young person under the age 
of 18. They should submit 
ten copies of each of four 
different prin�ng specimens 
that has been their own work. 
Their parents or a member 
of the Society may only offer 
supervision and should submit 
details of how the work was 
carried out. The winning 
entry will receive a shield to 
hold onto for twelve months, 
along with membership of the 
Society for twelve months. 
All entries should be sent to 
the Hon. Secretary to arrive 
by 31st December 2014. The 
judging will be undertaken by 
the Execu�ve Council at its first 
mee�ng of 2015.

Rosen Award
The award is given for the best 
publica�on printed jointly by 
a Branch of the Society. The 
guidelines were revised last 
year as follows:

1. The prin�ng and finishing 
of the entry should be done 
en�rely by members of the 
branch who are paid up 
members of the Society. It is 
however not necessary for 
every member of the Branch 
to par�cipate, although as 
many as possible should be 
involved in its produc�on. 

2. Every sheet including the 
cover should be iden�fiable 
with member or press 
name and BPS membership 
number on either the front 
or reverse.

3. Fi%een copies should be 
sent to the Hon. Secretary 
to arrive by 31st December 
2014.

4. Claims for reimbursement of 
carriage costs may be sent to 
the Hon. Treasurer

SOCIETY AWARDS



 IZ NELSON JOINED THE BPS IN 
1994. Shortly a%erwards, she 
joined the Dorset Branch, 
in �me to help and give her 
organisa�onal experience to 

running the Dorset Open Days and 
then the six Annual Conven�ons on behalf of 
the Society. She was Booking Officer for all six 
conven�ons and one of the enduring sights 
at any conven�on, was of Liz whizzing about 
in her wheelchair. The list of ac�vi�es Liz was 
involved with would seem daun�ng to many 
other people, but Liz managed to keep on top 
of all those she took an interest in. 

She was a director of the Jury's Hotel group, 
where her involvement was ensuring the 
hotels were aware of disability requirements. 
At the same �me, she ran her own prin�ng 
business from her home and employed 
several people in this venture. Along with 
these ac�vi�es, Liz was a visitor within the 
MND Associa�on and would o%en go along at 
all hours to sit with pa�ents at the end of their 
�me. A%er closing her prin�ng business and 
re�ring from the hotel group, Liz returned to 
her great love of breeding race horses.  
She completely refurbished an exis�ng run 
down stable complex, into the excellent 
facility it is today.

The last few years have not been kind to Liz 
with regard to her health. Following a sudden 
emergency opera�on in 2010 just before the 
Dorset Conven�on in Bournemouth, she then 
experienced a series of health problems over 
the next four years, un�l sadly, she passed 
away in September 2014. 

Liz, from Dorchester, was vice-chairman of the 
West Dorset Branch, of the Motor Neurone 
Disease Associa�on (MND), visitor and vice 
president of Weldmar Hospicecare Trust.  
Liz played a pivotal role in ensuring the branch 

and hospice worked closely together to  
provide the best support to those living with 
MND in the area.

Liz was awarded the MBE in 2012 for pallia�ve 
care. The 76-year-old stables owner said she was 
delighted to receive the honour, and had received 
many messages of congratula�ons—including 
from MND researchers. Liz has also welcomed 
the opportunity to raise awareness of the disease 
through media coverage of her award.

There are a number of people who will ensure 
that whatever Liz was hoping for, will be 
con�nued as best as they can and for as long 
as possible. Although the Branch will miss Liz, 
we will s�ll meet at her racing stables for the 
foreseeable future and this will keep the link 
between us. 
 
 
 
 

Compiled by members of the Dorset Branch

OBITUARY
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19th November ... Dorset Branch
Mee�ng 4pm 

19th November ... South Wales Branch
A return visit to Swansea to see Steph’s 
display with possibly an opportunity to 
produce a printed piece for the Publishing 
Group

13th December ... Dorset Branch
Mee�ng 4pm

DI ARYDI ARYDI ARYDI ARYDI ARYDI ARYDI ARYDI ARYDI ARYDI ARYDI ARY
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If you are new to the Society and want to find out 
about your local Branch, or if you want to start up 

a new Branch in your area, please contact:

Bob Edwards Tel: 01252 615439 or  
email: vicepresident@bpsnet.org.uk

DI ARY

GROW A BRANCH 
IN YOUR AREA !

Modelled by Geoff Moor International BPS Member at a recent convention 
British Printing Society

Publishing Group

www.bpsnet.org.uk/branches/
publishing_group.html
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 HEN DEMONSTRATING PERFECT 
 BOOKBINDING AT OPEN DAYS, I 
HAVE SOMETIMES BEEN ASKED 

BY A MEMBER HOW I PRINT MY BOOKS, SO 
HERE IS A BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF THE PROCESS.

THE SOFTWARE I USE for se#ng up a book 
is Microso% Publisher 2010. It is possible to 
use Word but it is more difficult because that 
program lacks the freedom to place pictures 
on the page and move them around to suit the 
text. I start with two A5 pages to a view (figure 
1) but please note, these pages are iden�cal. 

That’s because I print two books at a �me. Yes, 
you could print a single book using A5 paper 
but it would take just as long and paper is not 
packed A5. The view of two frames showing 
book page one (figure 1), is followed by two 
frames showing book page two, and so on un�l 
the end of the book is reached.

Because the right-hand frame is iden�cal to 
the le%-hand one, I usually start with a blank 
forma�ed Publisher file, set up with the correct 
margins. When this method of book produc�on 
is used, the margins have to be equal and give 

sufficient white space for the perfect-bound 
book to open. I usually set the le% and right 
margins at 20 mm with 40 mm in the centre. 
The top margin is set to 15 to 17.5 mm and the 
bo�om margin to 20 to 22.5 mm. Using these 
parameters gives a text frame approximately 
108.5 mm wide and 172.5 mm deep, but of 
course you can set the book up to your own 
taste. I just happen to like the look of the 
pages given these dimensions.

Most clients give me unforma�ed text in a 
Word file, o%en on a memory s�ck. Before 
I introduce this text to the Publisher file, I 
spend quite a lot of �me spell checking and 
sentence checking the copy. It’s easier to edit 
the text at this stage in Word than leaving it 
un�l it is occupying a Publisher frame. I might 
even have to do some research to check the 
spellings. 

With the book that I am using as the example 
for this ar�cle—Lest We Forget by Fred 
Hooker—I had to check the names of places in 
Poland and Germany that Fred had men�oned 
in the book. Perhaps I should explain that Fred 
Hooker served in Bomber Command in the 
2nd World War, was shot down on his third 
mission and taken to Stalag Lu% 7 POW Camp 
deep in Poland. When the Russians advanced 
westwards in January 1945, the POWs were 
forced to march towards Germany through 
snow dri%s and with very li�le food. Fred 
managed to survive this awful experience and 
even recorded the places they encountered on 
their march, using a pencil stub and a piece of 
Red Cross wrapping paper. It was these place 
names, not always correctly spelled, that I had 
to check. Of course I could just print the text 
provided by the client but I think it is the duty 
of the publisher to ensure accuracy as far as 

Bob Edwards (9527)

1



possible. This stage took a lot of �me but it 
enabled me to become familiar with the book 
and have sufficient knowledge of the material 
to be able to edit the images to be used to 
illustrate the story.

Having checked the script, I am now ready 
to start pu#ng it into the book. Using 
CTRL-C copy, I work from Word to Publisher, 
“pouring” the text into the page frame, 
star�ng on page one. Since the le%-hand 
frames through the book are linked together, 
the text will just flow from one frame to 
another un�l the end of text being copied. 
For the �me being, I only work on the le%-
hand frame. Next I format the chapter �tles 
because these are usually a larger size than 
the body text. Paragraphing comes next and it 
is simply a ma�er of matching up the author’s 
indicated paragraphs with the page length. 
It’s good prac�ce to avoid “widows and 
orphans”—single lines at the top or bo�om 
of a page— and some�mes this means 
overriding the author to impose a shorter or 
longer paragraph in order to fit the page.

This par�cular book has all its illustra�ons 
grouped together, printed in colour on silkier 
paper, but some�mes illustra�ons are an 
integral part of the text. This is the case 
where the author has provided black line 
drawings that are to be put in specific spots 
in a chapter. In such a book, the illustra�ons 
have to be placed at this stage as they occur, 
otherwise the page forma#ng will be upset.

We now have all the text placed into the book 
and I some�mes at this point print a dra% 
copy, just to check how it looks. I will also 
run another selec�on of spell and grammar 
checks. Finding errors later in the process can 
be less convenient!

If I am sa�sfied with the story text, the next 
stage is to add the “front ma�er”, that is 
the half-�tle and �tle pages, the copyright 
page, the acknowledgements, contents and 
anything else needed before the story starts 

(figure 2). None of these pages are numbered 
so a separate sec�on for the front ma�er 
has to be created, with the numbering only 
star�ng with page one. At the end of the 
book, there may be some “end ma�er”, that 
is pages normally posi�oned a%er the main 
story. These could be appendices, illustra�ons, 
an index and even a page adver�sing the 
publisher. End ma�er pages are not normally 
numbered and the easiest way to achieve this 
is to place a white blank rectangle over the 
numbering.

The book is shaping up! At this stage, I 
normally check that important pages such 
as the �tle page, the contents page and the 
first page of the story are all posi�oned on an 
odd-numbered page. If this is not the case, 
then these pages will not face you when you 

open the book. If everything seems in order 
and the page numbering is correct, then I 
copy everything in the le%-hand frames across 
to the right-hand frames. This is best done in 
small sec�ons, perhaps several chapters at a 
�me. If done correctly, then the le%- hand and 
right-hand frames on every page should be 
iden�cal—but it is as well to check!!

It seems to be �me to print a dra% copy of 
the book and here the fun starts because the 
prin�ng has to be duplex, that is, printed both 
sides of the paper, odd numbers face up and 

9
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even numbers face down. Since this can be 
tricky, I usually convert the Publisher file into 
a PDF file. The reason for doing this is that 
PDF files have more op�ons for prin�ng than 
Publisher. Having selected my paper—perhaps 
Mondi colour copy 90 or 100 gsm—I load the 
bo�om tray of my larger laser printer (which 
is slower, but cheaper to run) and print the 
whole book, even pages only. Then I return 
the printed pages to the tray and print the 
odd pages only. Depending on your printer 
and the way it operates, it may be necessary 
to reverse the print order, that is, print from 
the last page to the first. Just experiment! 
Some�mes it may be necessary to reverse the 
pages manually a%er prin�ng, and that is the 
�me to check that the page order is perfect. If 
pages s�ck together on either print run, then 
the page sequencing will be wrong and this is 
difficult to correct. Fan your paper before use!

The book Lest We Forget has nine pages 
printed both sides in colour for the 
illustra�ons and I print these separately using 
be�er paper and opera�ng the printer in 
colour mode. Once printed, these pages are 
inserted as a block into the book, in this case 
a%er the appendices. I now add two sheets 
of plain paper front and back to create end 
papers and we have a complete printed block 
of two books! The book in ques�on has eighty 
pages, that’s forty sheets of text, plus the 
illustra�ons and end papers, fi%y plus pages 
altogether. That’s not a very thick book—the 
spine is only 8 mm—so I usually print up to 
four book blocks and put them together for 
the next stage, separated with some scrap 
paper. Finally, I take them to my large, old 
electric guillo�ne and cut the pages into two 
blocks A5 size.

In order to perfect bind the pages, the book 
block has to be placed in a book press and 
the spine edge dampened with water to make 
them more recep�ve to glue. Then the block 
is placed horizontally into a lying press (figure 

3
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3), clamped by the outer edge and revolved 
around so that the spine edges can be fanned 
out. With all the page edges showing to a 
depth of up to 1 mm, PVA glue is applied 
and spread evenly around the fanned edges 
(figure 4). Then the book is stood up, with the 
spine uppermost, and the pages are squeezed 
together (figure 5). The block is transferred 
back into the book press and clamped so that 
the spine is just showing by around 5 mm. 
Some scrap card is placed either side of the 
block before it is clamped, to keep the press 
from being covered in glue (figure 6). More 
PVA glue is applied to the spine and allowed 
to dry. When the block is removed from the 
press, the pages should stay together on their 
own, but it is important not to open them as 
they will s�ll be fragile.

If a batch of say, four books were processed 
together, they are separated at this stage as 
soon as the glue has dried. The spine needs 
reinforcing but a book with only fi%y pages is 
not worth s�tching, so staples are used. My 
method, and I’m sure there are others, is to 
fire 6 mm staples through the spine about 
5 mm from the edge. I usually insert five 
staples per side, then turn the book over and 
insert another five staples. A gentle tap with 
a hammer will ensure that all the staples are 
flush, then a final end paper is glued front 
and back. The book block is completely glued 
and capable of withstanding any amount of 
pulling. The pages will not come apart!

The book block is now ready to receive its 
cover and for hot melt glue to be used to 
ensure the cover stays in place. Another trip 
to the electric guillo�ne is necessary. The 
book is protected with scrap A5 paper and 
trimmed on all three sides to give a clean, 
smooth finish. A book is born!

4
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BPS KNOWLEDGE BASE

Dear Editor, I have been looking back at 
the excellent magazines that have been 
published in recent months. The August 
issue contained an interes�ng ar�cle by 
Chris Green about a proposed Knowledge 
Database. BPS members, have you 
responded? If not, I do commend that you 
consider it. If everyone in the Society did 
so, just imagine how useful it would be 
when trying to troubleshoot problems. 

I some�mes wonder if I am the only 
member using an HP4550C colour laser, 
and if not, where they obtain reasonably 
priced supplies and what glitches they have 
found with the latest Win 7 / PLC 6 driver? 
A digital BPS database of equipment and 
skills in the Members Area could be very 
useful, although I concede there might be 
some opera�onal challenges about keeping 
it up-to-date

Of course, if you are wan�ng technical 
help, then a pos�ng on the BPS Forum 
might achieve a faster result, if only a 
bigger propor�on of the membership were 
using the Forum regularly. In the past, a 
simple le�er in Small Printer would have 
sufficed, but these days, it seems that 
everyone wants informa�on more instantly, 
and I am no excep�on.

Bob Edwards (9527)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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 NAME THE PRESS? 21

What are these two ladies doing and what is 
the name of the equipment they are using - 
and who made it and when? Answers sent by 
the 10th of the month to the: 
 editor@bpsnet.org.uk or spar�cles@ 
hotmail.co.uk.

WELL DONE Geoff Hule� (6951) who said: 
According to my 1915 hard back book of 
wood le�er and printer's joinery this is a  Self 
feeding eyele#ng machine,fi�ed with treadle. 
An insert on page 5 of this book reads.....
Owing to the war,invoices for Printers' 
Sundries will be surcharged 10 per cent un�l 
further no�ce. Typical SB...always quick to 
upli% prices! July 3rd 1915. 

Ian Camm (4108) iden�fied it correctly as 
being almost iden�cal to his Swi% machine 
(pictured right): Screwed to a bench it was 
treadle operated via a connec�ng rod on the 
floor. Eyelet size is no. 8.
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LINCS & DISTRICT BRANCH � SEPTEMBER

Lincs & District Branch trip to Hemel—21st 
September 2014

An added bonus for us was the fact that the 
London Branch had chosen the same day 
for their visit to Frogmore Mill, and both 
branches gathered together to make one 
big group for the guided tour. It was a nice 

THESE DAYS IT TAKES SOMETHING VERY 
SPECIAL to tempt the members of the 
Lincolnshire and District Branch to travel south 
of The Wash, so our September trip to Hemel 
Hempstead really did need something out of 
the ordinary to jus�fy the long trek.

We weren't disappointed, and Frogmore 
Mill in Apsely was everything we'd hoped it 
would be. The mill is s�ll a working mill, and 
is the oldest mechanised mill in the world. 
This is a fact easily forgo�en now that the site 
is surrounded by modern flats (in the aptly 
named Fourdrinier Way), and is the ideal place 
for an introduc�on to the history and prac�ce 
of paper manufacture.

surprise to see them. The tour started with a 
very slick introduc�on to hand paper making 
through a very interes�ng demonstra�on. 
It was incredible to see the watery porridge 
being turned into a sheet of paper in a ma�er 
of minutes.

BRANCH REPORTS
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We were of course shown samples of 
Frogmore Mill's interes�ng range of 
promo�onal papers, with examples 
incorpora�ng materials such as shredded 
banknotes, Wimbledon Centre Court grass 
cu#ngs and meadow 
seeds. The guide told us 
that the elephant dung 
paper was the one that 
fascinated the youngsters 
in the school par�es the 
most. Of course, it was 
the one that appealed to 
the Lincolnshire Branch's 
collec�ve sense of 
humour the most as well.

We were then treated 
to a rather noisy 
demonstra�on of 
mechanical paper making, 
and the magic of seeing a 
roll of paper appear from 
the web of rollers perhaps 
was even more magical than the hand made 
paper demonstra�on. We were also given 
a tour of the large steam-driven fourdrinier 
machine, which has sadly been out of use 
for some years now.

A measure of how interes�ng the tour was 
can probably be gauged by the fact that 
this tour took over two hours, but it only 
seemed as if it had taken us a frac�on of 
that �me to see everything on show. Finally, 
it was encouraging for the branch that nine 
of us managed to make it all the way down 
to Her>ordshire, and this has encouraged to 
travel even farther afield in the future (there 
was even talk of a trip to London some�me 
next year).

Mike Edwards (10374)

WELL, THE COMBINED MEMBERS of the 
Essex Branch under their noble Leader Len 
Friend had done just that. Last year we 
had planned to have two tents, doubling 
the size of our normal exhibi�on site, plus 
an array of prin�ng machines including a 
treadle press complete with flywheel. Alas 
fate decreed otherwise and Len was laid low 

ESSEX BRANCH REPORT � SEPTEMBER

The Essex Country Show, Barleylands. A Triumph!
Rudyard Kipling once wrote in his famous poem If :

[...]“If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster,
And treat those two imposters just the same” [...]
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with an infec�on acquired on holiday. We 
did our best at the decidedly damp show, 
but it was not our finest hour. Fast forward 
a year, and what a difference. We returned 
with a vengeance. A huge marquee filled 
with five prin�ng presses and a team of 
nine, all keen to do their best at spreading 
the word that prin�ng can be great fun.

The prin�ng equipment on display and 
actually prin�ng (our show is a very hands- on 
experience) consisted of a 1935 Adana high 
speed 2, an Adana 8x5, a 5x3 Adana jigged up 
to do embossing, a lovely Adana Quarto flatbed 
courtesy of John Alexander, and the prize 
exhibit, a 1900 Golding Pearl with flywheel, 
courtesy of The Crescent Card Co.

The Essex Country Show was spread over 
two days on Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th 
September, but an advance team consis�ng 
of Len Friend, Ron and Margaret Rookes, and 
Len’s son Colin, spent four hours on the Friday 
preparing our pitch and erec�ng the marquee, 
tables, etc.

Our team on the Saturday consisted of Len, 
Chris. Brinson, Jenny Brinson John Alexander 
and Julie Alexander, Ron Rookes, Margaret 
Rookes and Colin Friend.

Altogether it made an intriguing display and 
we had much to offer in the way of printed 
keepsakes, souvenir pieces and cards with 
local views.

All our members had made a special effort 
with their printed give-aways. Chris. Brinson 
was offering a handsome souvenir bookmark 
in red white and blue, complete with the 
society logo, and he had a popular novelty 
in the form of an “Essex bookmark” in 
“blingy” gold blue and scarlet. Len Friend 
was offering a deligh>ul cer�ficate in full 
colour which could be over printed with 
the customer’s name. John Alexander had 
an exquisite piece on the history of prin�ng 
together with an illustra�on of an historic 
press which could be printed by the visitor 
themselves on the Adana H.Q. John also 



MAIDENHEAD BRANCH OPEN DAY � 
27TH SEPTEMBER

THE BRANCH OPEN DAY at Wokingham 
Methodist Centre meant an early start. If we 
learned anything from the event last year, it is 
that laying out a hall with tables in the correct 
posi�ons, unloading everything from the car 

had a good line in humorous cards which 
proved to be popular and amusing. Ron 
Rookes was kept busy working the Adana high 
Speed, with a constant supply of charming 
cat illustra�ons. Julie Alexander our origami 
expert produced printer’s hats for all and 
sundry (see illustra�on). I must say that I felt a 
bit like Eric Gill, with my paper hat and newly 
grown beard. On the Sunday we were joined 
by Pat Walker from the Aspen Press. We were 
delighted to see her again, and she had some 
exci�ng news that her press has recently 
acquired a Golding Pearl press, which we all 
look forward to seeing in due course.

The country show which is huge in size 
enjoyed a steady flow through of people of all 
ages, and I am glad to say that we had a vast 
quan�ty of people who seemed genuinely 
interested in what we were doing. Nostalgia 
seemed to be a great mo�vator, and we 
had people waxing lyrical about the John 
Bull prin�ng ou>it that they had enjoyed as 
children. Many visitors said they had once 
owned an Adana, and of course many had 
actually had a career in the prin�ng trade, 
so it was memory lane for a lot of happy 
people. It was good to meet our latest recruit, 
Thomas Lemon from Rainham. By far the most 
rewarding response for our efforts came from 
the younger age group. For young art students 
it was an eye-opener to see le�erpress in 
all its glory, and it seems to be a very trendy 
thing to do at the moment. “Oh cool!” was 
the usual response when the younger children 
printed an illustra�on or stock block. The 
magic of “the black art” does not seem to 
have lost its appeal.

And so ended our latest and greatest effort. 
Two days of le�erpress delight, surrounded by 
our society of friends. I think our li�le society 
has made many more friends and admirers for 
the B.P.S. Long may it con�nue.

Chris Brinson (10631)

and se#ng up the stall, all takes �me. This 
year we factored in one whole hour for se#ng 
up and by 10 o’clock, we were all ready. 
Altogether there were eleven stalls spread 
over 15 tables, an impressive amount for a not 
over-generous space. What’s more, we had to 
contend with flower arrangers coming in and 
out preparing for the Harvest Fes�val the next 
day. That was an unexpected complica�on but 
we smiled and shared the space, and we even 
made some sales as people went past.
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Our Branch “Welcomer” this year was Rose 
Daniells and she did a fantas�c job giving out 
the goody bags that she and Chris had filled 
over the past few weeks with stuff sent by 
branch members. First through the doors 
were Jean and Pat Swadling - yes, they were 
first last year! - and they were soon followed 
by other BPS members and by members of 
the public. Wokingham Methodist Centre 
is a mul�-use complex with a very large 
community café which was full by ten minutes 
past ten. With adver�sing at all the entrances 
front and back, and in Wokingham town 
centre, we “pulled” a lot of non-printers, just 
curious as to what the BPS might be.

Once again, Barry Gilbert and Chris Daniells 
had tables piled with interes�ng second-hand 
equipment. Paul Hatcher and Sarah & Richard 
Ba�yl did the same, except they had also 
set up le�erpress demonstra�ons. Andrew 

Dolinski had brought more of his excellent 
brand new Carpathian Foundry fonts to sell 
and Anke Ueberberg with her leaf prin�ng 
factory kindly catered for any children that 
appeared. Bob and Jane Edwards had set up 
their usual gree�ng cards and hand-made 
books, but there were also demonstra�ons 
of book-binding and hot foil prin�ng. 
Richard Owen bucked the trend with his 
demonstra�on of fly fishing decora�on where 
feathers are �ed around the hook to a�ract 
the fish. Ok, it wasn’t prin�ng but it certainly 
a�racted a�en�on.

We also had some invited guest traders. 
Tony Jewel filled two tables with temp�ng 
le�erpress equipment. Peter Scarra� was 
selling items on behalf of Amberley Museum 
where he works. Finally, and by no means 
least, we were pleased to welcome back Roy 
Caslon, supported by Bob Richardson, who 
were demonstra�ng an Adana 8 x 5 and other 
pieces of equipment.

The morning soon passed and the Community 
Café closed, but it was then that Ann and 
Barry Gilbert sprang into ac�on, with help 
from other members, to offer ploughmans 
lunches as well as tea, coffee and cake. This 
proved very popular especially amongst 
the stall holders who had talked and 
demonstrated prin�ng for several hours non-
stop. Eventually, three o’clock came around 
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and it was �me to pack up our stalls, retrieve 
cars from the long-stay car park, fight for a 
space outside the hall to load up and then 
drive home for some peace and quiet.

Altogether it was a very successful event. We 
gave out all fi%y goody bags and yet again, 
the numbers of interested non-BPS people 
outnumbered the number of BPS members. 
However, that is a good thing and we gave out 
plenty of BPS literature to anyone expressing 
interest in the Society. No doubt Maidenhead 
Branch will repeat this event some�me in the 
future somewhere in the Thames Valley. Our 
thanks go to all Branch members and family 
helpers who worked so hard, to the Execu�ve 
Council for suppor�ng the event and to 
Wokingham Methodist Centre for making us 
feel so welcome.

Bob Edwards (9527)

DORSET BRANCH � OCTOBER

THE SEPTEMBER MEETING saw six members 
gather at the home of our late secretary, Liz 
Nelson. The idea of having our mee�ngs at the 
racing stables, was something Liz would have 
insisted on and we 
are happy to con�nue 
with her wishes.

Ron and Win had each 
bought along their 
Rejafix machines and 
Jean had supplied 
some red ink and 
paper. Ron's Rejafix 
was a larger model 
compared to Win's, 
which she had 
purchased on Ebay. 
Ron's machine had a 
fixed pad, onto which 
the paper or card 
would be placed and 
the block then pressed 
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down onto it. The block came from another 
BPS member who had sold the contents of his 
print shop recently. This machine had a fairly 
large cylinder ink roller and two small rollers 
which transferred the ink to the block as the 
handle was depressed. Moving on to Win's 
Rejafix, which while smaller, had a moving 
pad onto which the paper or card would be 
placed. However, as the pad was made of a 
composi�on material, this did not produce a 
firm surface, but in the box with the machine, 
there were several other solid metal blocks 
which were used to produce be�er quality 
prints. Another aspect which had given the 
members something to ponder over. This was 
several bent pieces of metal. Ron had looked at 
his half eaten manual and found that they were 
fiskets. Well a%er a lot of jiggling around, we 
managed to fit one of them and got it to work.

The branch have wondered about the posi�on 
of Secretary and Win has offered to step in and 
take on the job.

Ron Watson (6955)

The Spacing Guidelines (opposite) are taken from 
Marty Brown's excellent book A 21st Century Guide 
to Le�erpress—How to acquire, restore operate, 
and turn a profit with your platen press.

The book is published by the Le�erary Press LLC in 
Portland, Oregan. Her website www.le�erarypress.
com is well worth a visit, as is buying her book.

Lower Walsall Street, Wolverhampton WV1 2ES
EMAIL: WDGHILLIER@GMAIL.COM

TEL: 07984 363819 / 0792 7766799
Credit card payment available

PAPER SUPPLIES
PAPER & BOARD FOR PRINTING AVAILABLE  

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
SPECIAL OFFER & BRANDED STOCK

LIST AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
DELIVERIES POSSIBLE WITHIN 120 MILES

ALL MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWALS currently £27 

for UK, £42 for Overseas, or 
no�fica�ons for change of 

address, email or telephone 
numbers should be sent to 
the Membership Secretary:

MARGARET ROOKES,  
 57 CRAISTON WAY,  
  GREAT BADDOW,  
   CHELMSFORD  
    CM2 8ED 

Please make any cheques 
payable to the 

‘Bri�sh Prin�ng Society’.

at 

s WANTED

would be interested in buying 
Display fonts or wood 

letter

We are committed to letterpress printers
and keen to purchase any interesting fonts.

We are currently looking for a
large Albion or Columbian Press.

Please contact: Graham Bignell
Tel: 020 7729 3161

www.new-north-press.co.uk

New North Press



DIFFERENT PRINTERS DIFFER IN THEIR STYLE, BUR THE 
FOLLOWING ARE GENERALLY ACCEPTED GUIDELINES FOR SPACING.

A three-to-em space is used between words set in ordinary lowercase  ÿ
letters.

The en-quad is used between words set in capitals or in extended letters. ÿ

An en-quad follows a colon, a semicolon, a question mark, and an  ÿ
exclamation point within a sentence.

The space placed after a period is slightly greater than the other spaces  ÿ
used in the line. If spacing with the three-to-em space, use an en-quad 
after the period.

Because the comma has so much shoulder, a word followed by a comma  ÿ
requires less space than other words in the same line not followed by a 
comma. If the line is spaced with three-to-em spaces, a four-to-em space 
should follow the comma. This is also true of the period used to mark 
abbreviations.

A three-to-em space precedes the first and follows the last mark of  ÿ
parenthesis or bracket.

A thin space follows the first and precedes the last mark of parenthesis or  ÿ
bracket if there is not a wide shoulder. (The use of the one-point or the 
one-half-point is determined by the width of the shoulder in the type.)

A thin space should be placed before the exclamation point, the question  ÿ
mark, the colon, and the semicolon, except when the marks arc cast (as 
they sometimes are) with sufficient shoulder to render it unnecessary.

A thin space should separate the quotation marks from adjacent letters  ÿ
that arc too close.

No space is needed after the dash unless it follows a comma. In that case,  ÿ
a thin space should be placed after the em-dash.

In poetry and at ends of paragraphs in which the type does not fill out  ÿ
the line, the blank is completed with quads. If the quads do not fill the 
line, spaces arc used, placed next to the type.

The space on each side of a word composed of two letters should not be  ÿ
greater than the space between longer words.

To justify type, increase space as needed rather than decreasing. ÿ

Spacing Guidlines
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��� �������:  
10751 BUTLER, Mr P. St. Botolph’s Le�erpress, 
c/o The Wai�ng Room, The Street With No 
Name (off Queen Street), Colchester.  
CO1 2PQ

10752 McDONALD, Ms S. 7 Brookdale Road, 
London. E17 6QH

10753 HOBSON, Ms C. 17 Maytree Avenue, 
West Cross, Swansea. SA3 5NB

10754 KIRBY, Ms E. New Co�age, The Flood, 
Middle Winterslow, Salisbury. SP5 1QT

��
���:
9444 Mr L. Abbo� (October 2013)

9503 Mrs E. A. M. Nelson MBE  
(11 September 2014)

10573 Mr M. Gilbey (11 March 2014)
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 MEMBERSHIP

LETTERPRESS 
EQUIPMENT WANTED

S.E.England Area
0844 4484386

CASH ON  

COLLECTION

Adana 8x5's or similar
also type
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BPS Internet News
Website Members’ Area
Change to Log In Details

The log in details for the 
Members’ Only Area have 
changed. Please see page 2 
of your new Membership List 
for the current 
User Name and 
Password. The 
previous log in 
will cease to 
work as from 
November 15th.
www. bpsnet.org.uk/members

7��

LETTERPRESS POLYMER
BLOCKMAKING

24 Hour service. SAE for brochure to:

Peacock, 6 William Street, 
Berkhamstead, Herts. HP4 2EL

Tel. 01442 872956

T  02380 330611  E sales@appleoffice.co.uk
www.appleoffice.co.uk

RISOGRAPH DIGITAL PRINTER
SIMPLE – FAST – COST-EFFECTIVE

New & Refurbished Machines always available
SERVICE – INK – MASTERS

COLOUR 
COPIERS 

ALWAYS 
AVAILABLE




