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FROM THE PRESIDENT
his will be the third issue of Small
Printer to have been produced
in full colour. I have seen few, if
any, comments within the pages
but my impression is that the colour adds
signiﬁcantly to the look of the magazine. The
Society has already established a good rapport
with the printers and you may have read
about the company last month.
If all goes according to plan this month’s issue
should have more than a lile to say about
the Society’s Annual Convenon. Numbers
were a lile disappoinng but from what I
could see all those who aended made the
most of their me there. Certainly the eﬀort
that every member of Dorset Branch put into
arranging the event was worthwhile.
The cost of aending a Convenon seems to
connue to creep relentlessly upwards so the
prices for the 2015 weekend, to be held in
Montrose, will come as a pleasant surprise.
Granted, you have to get to Montrose, but as
with Nairn a few years ago many people will
use the weekend as the basis for an extended
holiday.
The Society is sll seeking a volunteer to take
over from Tony Jewell as Adversing Manager.
This was one of the subjects of last month’s
“From the President” and this isn’t going to go
away. I am sure that Tony would be willing to
discuss the job with anyone who is interested.
As those who were at the AGM will know,
the EC has agreed to keep the membership
subscripon at the same rate for the coming
year but there is a possibility that it will have
to be raised in a year’s me; this possibility
becomes almost a certainty if we lose our
current adversers or recruit no new ones.
Not everyone is able to give the Society a few
hours each month, or willing to take over the
adversing. But everyone (and this includes
you) can aﬀord to sit down for half an hour
and write something for the magazine. Please
do it.

FROM THE EDITOR
o the convenon has been—and
gone—and once again was a most
enjoyable event, spent amongst friends.
Thanks to the Dorset Branch, for all
that you did to give us such a good weekend. It was
also really good to see some new members—and
some younger members too. I personally got real
sasfacon cha+ng to some of these new members
during the meal mes, and being able to impart
and share knowledge on aspects of leerpress with
them. Thinking back to the days when I was more
of a greenhorn, this was an absolutely vital reason
to aend convenons where the forum of friends
made it easy to pick up ‘hints and ps’ within a non
commercial environment. So a good reason for yet
more of you to aend the convenon in Montrose
next year, where we are hoping to lay on a range
of prinng demonstraons, aimed parcularly at
the ‘Adana Learner’. And it may be that the more
experienced printer will learn a thing or two too!!!
As the rather depleted ‘Sco+sh Branch’ is hosng
the 2015 convenon in April next year, I make no
apology for using ‘Small Printer’ to promote this
event and persuade you to travel up to Montrose
from 10th—12th of April. To this end, each month,
there will be a ‘Convenon Corner’ in the magazine
that hopefully will whet the appete of more new
members who have not as yet, aended this very
important event in the BPS calendar. (And of course
not disappoint the regular aenders!) You may recall
that I have previously menoned that it could be
useful to have a data bank of the prinng machinery
and plant that members use; for the reason of
knowing who might be able to proﬀer advice and
guidance on the use of similar presses, or help in a
diﬃculty. Conversaons with a number of people
at Bournemouth thought this a worthwhile project.
Over the next few months I will be discussing this
with the EC and working up a way to gather and
record this informaon that I hope will be to the
beneﬁt of everyone. (See Jack Raglan’s leer on
page 18). Thats all for this month. Please keep your
copy for our magazine coming in—and have a very
good summer.
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MAKING THE PATTERN FORA NEW CAS
THOUGHT I HAD DONE ENOUGH
when I took my wooden model of
a chase to the foundry. I hadn't. The
manager said that most of the paerns
they used were made of hardwood
whereas mine was ordinary old so<wood,
however he went on to say that it would
probably work if I didn't need too many of them.
They apparently get a bit of a baering when
making the sand moulds.
How much would it cost to cast? About £30-£40
each was the answer. On that basis I adversed
for customers. There were condional
customers for 16 chases, which would have
been enough for a "full heat" (a crucible full).

weakness which could be the start of a crack
and give way under pressure, like ghtening
up the quoins. So a small rounding of the
internal corners would be a good idea. (3 & 4)
They wanted to cast a prototype to see what
was involved. The bill for this was £68.08.
The MD, who had given me the esmate, was
away so I paid up and took it home to balance
it and make it ﬁt my press by ﬁling down the
small bumps I had included on my paern for
this purpose.

Then he said everything had to have a "relief"
angle on it so that it could be li<ed out of the

Did I realize that cast iron shrinks a lile on
se+ng? Yes, I did, I told him, but by how
much? I though he said 0.3%. Only when my
prototype had ﬁnally been cast and I found it
about 3mm too small did I discover that it was
more like 1.3%.

sand without damaging the edges of the mould;
about 2 degrees would do, and to make the
inside of the chase perpendicular to the base of
the bed there had to be a separate paern for
the space where the type would go. (1 & 2)

The prototype took ages to appear because
they wanted to wait unl they could ﬁt it in
to a batch of cast iron work (they also cast in
bronze, aluminium and ducle steel, all much
more expensive).

This paern had to come apart without li<ing
it oﬀ the sand. Oh, and by the way, sharp
right angle corners in a casng could create a

The Producon Manager told me that my
paern for the inside of the mould had "been
a bugger" for the chap who had made it. My
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device for pulling it apart diagonally had been
diﬃcult and could I please do something to
make it easier. For the ﬁnal casng I made it
come apart on rails.
I was disturbed by the bill for the prototype,
£68.08, instead of £30 to £40 which had been
esmated by the MD when I ﬁrst saw him.
Unfortunately he was away sick, so I just had
to pay up. I told the Producon Manager that I
regarded it as an advance payment for a bigger
producon run. He agreed that he didn't see
why they could not do them for nearer the
esmate if they cast a full crucible’s worth

at once, about 20 at a me. The prototype
weighed 1.75kg but with all the av
each
one used about 3.5kg of iron.
Having told my potenal customers of a
new quotaon of £65 each (this me not an
esmate) all bar one dropped out. I added 2 for
myself and placed the order. Eventually they cast
them and now I have 3 idencal chases, ideal for
3 colour work, and one happy customer. (5)
If anyone knows a suitable foundry to make
some more at a beer price, please let me
know. My email address is:
srsmallwood@mac.com
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Things That Never Were...
by Bob Richardson (9718)
HERE IS A MYTH that Adana shut
down for the duraon of the Second
World War. In fact the company
connued trading from their oﬃces
and works in Church Street, Twickenham, but
had very lile to sell. Director Alan ‘Peter’
Holmes was at his desk each morning dealing
with paperwork and a small staﬀ provided such
supplies as they had available to hobby printers
who hadn’t been called up for acve service.
The entries in the annual Post Oﬃce telephone
directory remained unchanged and the famous
Popesgrove 3655 number was published in
every edion throughout the conﬂict. In a
post-war edion of Printcra Peter Holmes
made reference to a 1942 visit from Norwegian
agents seeking a collapsible press for resistance
ﬁghters. Clever adaptaon of an exisng ﬂatbed
machine spawned the folding QFB-1945 press
which went on sale a<er World War II.
A few months a<er the war oﬃcially came to
an end Adana produced a two colour leaﬂet
which outlined the company’s plans for the
future. Managing director Frederick Ayers
had great conﬁdence in the future success of
his new company, which he had purchased
from the founder, Donald Aspinall, in 1940. He
went so far as to publish
ublish a list of forthcoming
products and innovaons
aons which printers
could look forward to when the
‘industrial twilight’ of 1939-45
was behind him. Eight
ght
items were listed,
but only four of
these came to
fruion. Top of
the list was the
Adana patented
6

Relieﬁte machine, later renamed the
Thermograph. The machine was in
development by the end of the Second World
War and Ayers carried out experiments using
the heang elements from toasters and
electric ﬁres before unveiling the prototype
in 1946. The ﬁrst illustraon to appear was
a very detailed wood engraving; something
which looked rather out-of-place, perhaps
even archaic, in the brave new world of
1946. Even before the machine went into
producon, Ayers gave away packets of
Relieﬁte compound with the May 1950
edion of Printcra<. The magazine carried
a noce stang that limited producon of
the compound would begin in June, with
full-scale manufacturing from the autumn
of that year. “The cost is triﬂing, but the
sasfacon is immense” was how Adana
promoted the new process. “Eight expensive
ingredients, carefully blended and processed,
are compounded in the preparaon.” The
‘recipe’ makes Relieﬁte sound rather tasty.
The Thermograph was not yet ready, so Ayers
recommended the use of a gas or electric ﬁre
to achieve the results required. Relieﬁte Fluid
was also promised,
allowing

handwrien copy to be thermographed,
but this does not appear to have gone into
producon.
Another promised gadget which didn’t
materialise was the Adana “Borderit” machine,
designed for adding a coloured border to cards
and other staonery. We can only imagine
what form this might have taken. Was it a
simple spray paint? Or maybe something
more elaborate? Ayers does
not appear to have registered
a patent for the device,
suggesng that there may
already have been something
similar on ﬁle at the Patent
Oﬃce. Whatever the reason,
printers were denied the
joys of the “Borderit”. The
“Adanumba” met a similar
fate, having been promised
as a simple device to convert
hand numbering machines
into treadle pagers. Perhaps
the experience of Donald
Aspinall’s pre-war treadle
accessory for table-top hand
presses had taught Ayers a
salutory lesson. Aspinall’s
treadle ﬁtment was a disaster
and rapidly disappeared from
catalogues. The “Adanumba” was menoned
only once in publicity material and then
vanished without trace.
The Adana Label and Angle Gauge is another
“must-have” that “never-was”. The descripon
is brief, but it appeared to be an aachment
for guillones which allowed the cu+ng of
small labels and angles other than the normal
90 degree cut. I imagine this might have been
useful but Ayers would need to have created
something which could be ﬁed to many
diﬀerent makes and designs of guillone
in order to ﬁnd a market. This was quite a
challenge and the gadget doesn’t appear to

have gone beyond the drawing board.
We now come to the Adana “Mulsheet”
padding press. This is a very simple idea and
most printers who need to make pads can
improvise an eﬀecve device from scrap
mber and a couple of G-cramps. Perhaps
that is why the Adana version was never made,
since a very praccal device can be created
from cheap carpentry accessories available

from any hardware store. Although
Ayers designs were generally excellent (the
Eight-Five is an elegant press with sensuous
curves, compared with the slab-sided
Japanese Adana 21-J which is an ugly beast),
post-war austerity meant that the market was
depressed for non-essenal purchases. There’s
no evidence that the “Mulsheet” was ever
made and it didn’t appear in catalogues or
sales material again.
One invenon which did appear in the very
ﬁrst post-war catalogue (Autumn 1945) was
the Compositor’s Friend, which seemed like
a neat idea but disappeared within two years
7

of its debut. The last appearance came in the
December 1947 edion of the catalogue and it
was absent from the revised edion published
in February the following year. Once again, it
provided an expensive soluon to a nonexistent problem. The “Friend” was 10 shillings
at the beginning of 1947 (about £20 today)
but its ﬁnal catalogue appearance omied
any reference to price, although a statement
at the foot of the page said that some items
illustrated were in short supply and Adana
could not undertake to specially manufacture
items which were no longer available. Reading
between the lines, it seems the Compositor’s
Friend had probably been withdrawn earlier
that year, and the formes for the catalogue
pages were slightly modiﬁed to reﬂect this.
The founder of Adana, Donald Aspinall, had a
number of product failures, such as the sheet
metal H/S1 and the treadle adaptor, usually
because he did lile research into his market
(according to his adversing agent, Charles
Kingston) but Frederick Ayers also had his fair
share of unsuccessful products and ‘innovaons’. The original launch model of the “EightFive” had such a large ink disk that it had to be
removed, with the rollers, to take the chase
out of the machine bed. Ayers quickly realised
his design error and created a smaller disk
soon a<er the launch at the request of BPS
members. He was always willing to listen, and
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happy to take on board
sensible suggesons
for improvements.
Frederick Ayers’ biggest
mistake was probably
the Adana “Nine-Six”
treadle machine which
was rapidly withdrawn
from sale soon a<er
its launch. Phyllis Richardson, manageress of
the Adana showroom
in Church Street, told
me that the press was
produced as a cheap
alternave to the T/
P48 for use in schools,
but when a child’s
hand was crushed in
the mechanism, which
had no safety features,
it was quickly axed.
This elusive machine,
hardly every seen
and rarely photographed, can now
be seen in the prinng
workshop at the St Bride
Foundaon, which recently took
delivery of a working “Nine-Six” press. Come
along and see what might have been...

BOOK REVIEW

HE BPS PUBLISHING GROUP HAS
PRODUCED THE COOPERATIVE
ANNUAL BOOKLET KNOWN AS SMALL
PRINTING FOR MANY YEARS BUT FROM
2013 IT HAS BECOME THE PUBLISHING
GROUP ANNUAL. THIS YEAR THE THEME
IS PRINTING IN MINIATURE, AN A5
LANDSCAPE WIRE-O BOUND PRODUCTION
WITH FIFTEEN CONTRIBUTORS.

concerna booklet. What, and destroy this
excellent piece? Fraid not!
John Easson takes Prinng in Miniature quite
literally, se+ng his page about the Lord’s
Prayer cut onto a 12pt em by those punchcu+ng wizards at Monotype, in 6pt Eurostyle
Extended, a perfect impression on Mellotex
too. He prints a legible rendion of a similar
cu+ng by Nebiolo of the Ave Maria cut on a
12 pt em at the boom of his page.
So far, the pages have been leerpress.
However, Mike Elliston resorts to scanning
his miniature newspaper called the Daily
Mimer from 1961 and prinng this eight-pager

ALAN BRIGNULL’S page is beaufully set
and printed leerpress in a number of sizes
of Stephenson Blake’s Modern #20. He ﬁnds
himself limited by the size of his press so he
has resorted to concentrang on prinng

         ! $

   {  !  

digitally. I’m not surprised, for se+ng this
piece today, handset mainly in 7pt Times
Roman, would be quite a challenge. This
newspaper even had a crossword puzzle,
set in 8pt square border units!

small ephemera such as ‘postage stamps’ and
similar. Peter Criddle has a miniature alphabet
printed from his wide ranging collecon
of stock blocks and cuts, both ancient and
modern. He invites the reader to remove his
page and cut it into folded strips to make a

Another contributor, Paul Hatcher,
invites readers to remove his pages from
the volume and cut them up. By following
the instrucons a miniature book, exquisitely
set in Stephenson Blake’s Verona and skilfully
illustrated in colour by a collecon of border
units and swashes, can be the result. Again I
prefer to leave this PG Annual whole.
9

Rarely does one come across an impression
taken, intenonally, from a chase but John
Holmes surrounds his text in Garamond with
this image to demonstrate the limitaons of
his ﬁrst Adana HS2 press and how it came to
limit his earliest producons to prinng in
miniature. Owen Legg follows with the story of
Tom Thumb set in 6 pt Perpetua accompanied
by an illustraon of the hero of the piece.
Rachel Marsh sets squares of Monotype border
units in blue, overlaid with larger units in red
alongside a short commentary on how Kodak
has survived the change to newer technologies.



you the opportunity to cut out and bind a
copy of this same Miniature Christmas Book
for yourself. Ron’s contribuon is an excellent
full colour piece, reminiscent of the miniature
books which appeared in the 1950s and ’60s,
but then set leerpress, when there was an
unoﬃcial compeon among hobby printers
as to who could make the smallest legible
volume.

   { ,  $  !       !   

There was a me when the smallest metal
font generally available was Claritas, a 4¾ pt
size cut for use by The Times in its small-ad
columns. John Miller has two diﬀerent pages
showing how mes have changed: on his
ﬁrst, a Japanese company now measures its
font sizes in microns (!) in an aempt to foil
counterfeiters and, on the second, Mahew
Welch from squaregear.net allows you to
download a TrueType font which is just four
pixels high (because he can?).
A real miniature book is mounted on the ﬁrst
page from Ron Prosser, a deligh|ully illustrated
story of the birth of Jesus. His second leaf gives
10

Lanston Monotype and the Monotype
Corporaon in the UK have both
demonstrated in the past their skills at
microscopic punch cu+ng by issuing pieces of
type, usually a 12 pt em square, bearing the
whole of Lord’s Prayer on the prinng surface.
(John Easson has printed Nebiolo’s Ave Maria
on an earlier page.) Bob Richardson enlarges
both companies’ images to show the quality
which could be obtained. (On balance the
Lanston version is of a higher standard).

Fred Eagles
Ron Rookes demonstrates his technique of
creang miniature books from a single forme
printed on one side of a large sheet of paper
which is then creavely cut and creased in
a spiral fashion to make an intriguing small
book. I have seen examples of this method
before with his Convenon Personalies
booklets, being photographs of some of
the visitors taken by Ron at various BPS

Adana 8 x 5, is a delight to behold. It is very
well done indeed, and legible. Interesngly,
it is not the same image as the enlargement
on Bob Richardson’s earlier leaf, but that was
from a 1925 example and Monotype obviously
has improved upon its punch-cu+ng in later
years. My only (very minor) cricism of Peter’s
page is that the card should have been beer
stuck to the page; it came loose and may fall
out of the book with excessive handling.
The card covers are by Bob Richardson and
feature a selecon of magnifying glasses and

Convenons, and they are excellent. Ron
shows the whole modus operandi in full, with
the template of the page layout, the sequence
of folding and the paral cu+ng of the sheet
to form the inner pages. The cover sheet is a
separate exercise, similar but simpler. Ron’s
pages are fully illustrated with examples of
the sequence of events required to create this
miniature volume.
Peter White claims to be no more than an
amateur printer’s devil but his reproducon
of the previously menoned Lord’s Prayer on
a 12 pt em, printed on a surfaced card on an

linen testers. The tle line on the front cover
is in a strange face, possibly hand-drawn, but
more likely digitally created for the occasion.
The tle page, the list of contributors and the
binding are by Ron Rookes, and John Holmes
provides a Roll of Honour (a<er the style
found in It’s a Small World) to round oﬀ the
volume.
A limited number of copies of this excellent
collaboraon are available from the BPS
Mailer: Ron Rookes, 57 Craiston Way, Great
Baddow, Chelmsford, CM12 8ED for £7.50
including postage and packing (UK) or £9.75
overseas. Please make your cheque payable to
BPS Publishing Group.
11
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although we did use the
li< to transport ourselves
and our cases on the inial
journey, throughout the
remainder of the weekend
we both enjoyed the
addional beneﬁts of the
free exercise provided by
the staircase (rather less
claustrophobic and on many
occasions rather faster than
having to wait for the li<).
Besides, we had experienced
Bournemouth hotels before
and knew that however
many calories we expended
on the stairs, they would be
quickly replenished.

  
! 

VER THE YEARS, many of
our members have been to
Bournemouth for a Convenon (or
several) and so we drove down to the south
coast towards familiar surroundings on Friday
25th April. Our own journey was relavely
trouble-free, marred only by the rather wet
weather, although wee learnt
earnt later that several
people had met with considerable
ider
traﬃc.
There is something rather
ther warming
min
about walking into thee hotel and
being greeted by familiar
iliar faces, even
en
though it may have been
een a
year since we last met.
t. We
registered with the hotel
otel
ote
to receive our room keys,
eys,
then checked in with thee
Convenon recepon
for our Goodie bags.
Our room was,
we discovered, on
the top ﬂoor and

Once we had unpacked
our ﬁrst task, as always, was to examine the
contents of the Goodie bags. Apart from the by
now customary pen and notepad there were
the usual publicaons adversing places of
local interest and the ubiquitous compeons.
Those members who were lucky enough to
be able to aend the previous Bournemouth
Convenon
will no doubt
remember the
C
do
‘Passport’ that served
as a programme for
s
the weekend. Its replacement for this
occasion, while
wh not quite as elaborate
as its predecessor,
was extremely well
predec
produced
and contained much useful
pr
informaon,
not the least of which was
nfo
n
a ﬂoor
plan of
ﬂ
o the hotel and a list of
delegates.
delegat
Previous
Convenons have
Previ
o<en suﬀered from more
than
tha one talk taking place
concurrently.
For this year
co
the
t problem didn’t arise
– no talks were repeated
{  
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but none overlapped, so that somebody
who was determined to do so could aend
everything that was happening.
The main event of Friday evening, following
Dinner and the EC meeng, was Tim Honnor’s
talk on the Bale of Jutland – this me
complete with slides.
Saturday followed the usual paern of the
Trade show and Bring-and-buy in the morning,
along with the Publishing Group AGM, and
the aucon and Society AGM in the a<ernoon.
The various stands at the Trade Show aracted
much interest, and as in previous years most of
the unsold Bring-and-Buy items were entered
into the aucon (where some of them sold for
less than the previously-looked-for price).
There was a minor hiatus during the early
a<ernoon when some rooms in the hotel were
without hot water, but fortunately the hotel
managed to sort this out within a couple of
hours.
The AGM passed without incident, following
the usual paern. The accounts were
accepted and, following a queson from
the ﬂoor, the Treasurer explained that
as the Society is not a charity it is unable
to take advantage of the beer rates of
interest oﬀered to charitable bodies.
The EC had already agreed, following a
recommendaon from the Treasurer, that
the Society annual subscripon should
remain unchanged from last year although
next year is likely to see a rise. The results of
the nominaons for the membership of the
EC were announced and this included three
Councillors appointed by the oﬃcers of the
EC following a democrac ballot.

of this some awards were made at the end
of the AGM. Two were the Beatrice Warde
Trophy, which
is awarded to
the member
who has
contributed
“the most
meritorious
wring
published in
Small Printer”
and the
President’s
Award.
These were
presented to
Ron Prosser
and Liz Nelson
respecvely.
          
The PG Award
 !   
and Cup were
also presented by Ron Prosser.
The next item on the Convenon agenda
was the Annual Dinner. This provoked many
compliments, not only on the quality of
the food provided but also on the service.
As Convenon Dinners go this one will be
remembered for some me! Everyone
aending was given an envelope containing
the entries for the Sussex Cup. As usual,
these were many and varied but the Guest
Speaker had no hesitaon in picking out a
parcularly ﬁne piece of leerpress prinng
by Paul Hatcher, who received the award at
the end of the Dinner.

The EC had received noce that some
members (including, on this occasion, the
Guest Speaker) wished to leave soon a<er
the end of the Annual Dinner and because

13



Chris Green (7614)
The Guest Speaker, who responded to the
‘Toast to our Guests’, was Roy Caslon who
had earlier in the day, together with his
son Richard, been among those running a
Trade Stand. The Caslon family are direct
descendants of William Caslon, the man who
(according to Simon Loxley in Type: The Secret
History of Leers) single-handedly created
the type industry in Britain in the early c18.
Roy started by explaining that he was aware
that he had not been the ﬁrst choice of Dorset
Branch as a Guest Speaker; we were never let
into the secret of that ﬁrst choice but he (or
she) could not have beered Roy’s speech.
He did admit to being pracsed in Rotary
Club a<er-dinner speeches, but I cannot
remember a speech being so well received at
a Convenon Dinner. Nobody actually fell oﬀ
their chair with laughter but there were some
near misses – and I did spot several people
making notes of some of the more memorable
jokes. Certainly an evening to remember.

14

Sunday morning held the promise of two
more talks – Ron Watson spoke about some
of his ﬁndings at the recent IPEX exhibion
and his own impressions of the way in which
the prinng industry is moving and his wife
Jean then went to the other end of the scale
and gave an impressive demonstraon of
how to employ an Adana 8x5 to produce
thermographed cards, using some of the
thermo powder that Roy Caslon had kindly
donated to her on the previous day.
All in all, this was a most sasfactory weekend
and it fully lived up to expectaons. It is too
early (as I write) to know of the ﬁnancial
outcome but Ron Watson, chairman of the
Dorset Branch, was at pains to point out that
the costs have been kept as low as possible
by every single member of the Branch making
a contribuon and, with very few excepons,
not making any charge for their work.
   

$    

 

ALL MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
currently £27 for UK, £42 for Overseas, or
noﬁcaons for change of address, email
or telephone numbers should be sent to
the Membership Secretary: Margaret
Rookes, 57 Craiston Way, Great Baddow,
Chelmsford CM2 8ED.
Please make any cheques payable to the
‘Brish Prinng Society’.

Bob Edwards (9527)

Short report on the 70th Anniversary Convention

The Aucon in the a<ernoon was busy and
this led on to the AGM, aended by some 35
members. The meeng was well-organised and
passed uneven|ully. Some of the trophies were
presented at the end of the meeng for those
not staying to the Dinner.

! 

Saturday morning was very busy from an early
hour. For those of us who had trade stands,
there was stuﬀ to bring in from the car park, for
me, a good walk. Others started pu+ng items
into the Bring & Buy, and of course there was
breakfast, a very tasty assortment of food to
start the day. The Trade Show started promptly
at 9.45 and was hecc for a couple of hours.
There were more than a dozen stands in two
rooms and reﬂected much of what the BPS is
about—leerpress, digital and foil—and the
usual members were present; Caslon, Carpathian Press, the BPS Library and lots of others.

, 

The Friday evening dinner happened on me—
well done Days Hotel!—and then people went
to talks or in my case, the Execuve Council
Meeng. People stayed up talking long into the
evening; we le< them to it!

   ,   

THE MOMENT WE ARRIVED, there was
someone to speak to, usually a member who
you haven’t seen for a year, and you feel
special. Dorset Branch, supreme masters of
Convenons at Bournemouth, pulled out all the
stops for this one—it was an extremely wellplanned and run weekend. Many thanks Ron
and your team for all your hard work. As Jane
and I walked through the door, there were Liz
and Roderic greeng delegates and giving out
goody bags; a bag full of surprises and some
very good ones too. There was a place mat with
Dorset “mug” shots on (excuse the pun) and
an exceponally nice pen with East Street Press
adversed on it, as well as miscellaneous ﬂyers
for stands in the Trade Show.

 $  . Z

LOVE BPS CONVENTIONS AND
THIS ONE WAS NO EXCEPTION!

There was me for a short walk along the
sea front before we changed into our formal
gear for the Convenon Banquet, with drinks
beforehand of course! Large round tables
ﬁlled the room, members took their seats and
David Gee started the proceeding oﬀ. It was a
lovely meal, and for once, chicken wasn’t on
the menu! More trophies and the toasts, and
then we were treated to the most enjoyable
a<er-dinner speech that we have had for many
years. The speaker was Roy Caslon and he kept
everyone on the edge of their seats for more
than half-an-hour. Light-hearted and wiy, but
prinng-orientated as beﬁts someone with
such a long prinng heritage, Roy was a breath
of fresh air. Everyone went to the bar or to bed
chortling about what he had said.
Sunday morning brought us another tasty
breakfast, and for those who didn’t have
to get away on a long return journey, there
were more talks and things to do. This was
a Convenon to remember and worthy of
our 70th Anniversary. Bill Brace would have
approved—we are a Society of Friends indeed!
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BRANCH REPORTS
ESSEX BRANCH  APRIL
EASTER SUNDAY at the Museum of Power at
Langford is an established ﬁxture in the Essex
Branch calendar and over the last few years
we have experienced a variety of weather.
This year the forecast a few days before was

for heavy rain all day but by Saturday it had
improved to just occasional showers. Sll, our
usual outdoor locaon seemed somewhat
exposed and we gratefully accepted the oﬀer
of a new posion inside a marquee which the
model engineers were unable to ﬁll.
Len Friend had somehow transported his
Pearl treadle platen in the boot of a normal
saloon car, John Alexander had brought a
more manageable Adana 5-3 and Julie was
showing people how to fold printers' hats
(which might have been more useful if it had
been waterproof paper). Alan Brignull had the
usual Horizontal Quarto and others were on
hand to help out — thank you to Mike Perry,
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Ron and Margaret Rookes. Chris Brinson was
recovering a<er an operaon and unable to
be there, but had sent a supply of printed
souvenirs to be handed out. With other curios
and displays we easily ﬁlled ﬁve trestle tables
and stood back to await the crowds, worrying
whether they would ﬁnd us now we were not
visible from the tea shop or the toilets.

We needn't have worried; as soon as the
promised rain arrived everyone rushed into
the marquee for shelter and all three presses
were busy prinng keepsakes. The children
in parcular were interested to set their
name and print something. As the outdoor
aracons gradually gave up in the rain we
began to wonder whether we were the only
people le<, but an occasional blast from the
roo<op exhaust vent reminded us that the big
Lilleshall beam engine was sll operang in
the main building and thankfully the tea shop
was open all day.
At the end of the a<ernoon we packed up
feeling that we had not had a wasted day. A

good number of leaﬂets and magazines had
been handed out and forty or ﬁ<y people had
had a brief taste of leerpress prinng. Then
just as we were loading up the cars the really
heavy rain arrived. Let's hope for a drier Easter
next year!
Alan Brignull (4800)

NAME THE PRESS? 16

SHROPSHIRE BRANCH REPORT
STARTING THE YEAR with two of our regular
pub meengs, members brought along their
problems and items of prinng interest. One
had struck lucky with a bid on the internet
and showed part of the collecon of printer's
ﬂowers he had acquired. We also heard that
Tony Mugridge, who founded our branch
some thirty years ago, had ﬁnally abandoned
leerpress and type acquired from him was
proudly shown.
Copies of a mely leerpress pamphlet on
Brish weather were handed out, and also a
recently bought, insulng, Victorian valenne
to a printer was produced, and photocopies
presented to members (see the cover image of
last month's issue).

MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN
MN

NM
NM
NM
NM
NM
NM
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NM

Plans for the rest of the year include a trip to
a Wolverhampton press, a barbecue, and a
visit to Blists Hill Museum. Please contact the
secretary for details.
Peter Criddle (6562)

1 5 LAST MONTH'S NAME THE PRESS
produced two interesng answers, not least
because I always thought that the press was a
Pearl copy, but was not totally sure.
Thus I produce the answer from both Paul
Woolley and George Webb and aach another
picture of the press, taken from a diﬀerent
angle, for them to add further comment.

This Press was bought by your editor at the
Bournemouth Convenon. It has yet to be
used, but will be of enormous use when vising
schools and giving talks about leerpress.
Please let us know what it is and if any of you
have used one of these presses. Please also
follow up with any advice and experience that
you may have. Thank you. As alway; replies
sent by the 10th of the month to the editor@
bpsnet.org.uk or sparcles@hotmail.co.uk.
Paul Whoolley (10640) writes: The press is a
copy of the Golding Pearl No 1, an 8x5 press.
The curve on the back of the platen is a clue,
there would have been a brass plate with
Pearl on, copies did not have a plate as far as
I know. The connecng rod on the right, the
gaps in the casng for the feed board brackets
and bolt ﬁ+ng to the stand are Pearl.


    ...
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
IMAGE TRANSFER FOR LINO CUTTING
I was fascinated by Alan Brignull’s
experiments transferring images to linoleum
to make cuts. I used a method which I found
very successful, saving a few quid on zinco’s.
Take a photocopy of the picture and place
it face-down on the lino and tape it in place
with short stubs of masking tape. Peel the
photocopy back leaving a couple of tape
‘hinges’ on one side. Cover the lino with a
thin coat of paraﬃn oil and replace the copy.
The paraﬃn soaks into the paper and makes
it transparent. With an electric iron set to
‘medium’, carefully press the copy onto the
lino. The image will be transferred to the lino.
Any parts not fully transferred will show up
as sll black and will need pressing again.
When the whole picture has been taken
onto the lino, carefully remove the
photocopy. Move to a warm window ledge
in the sun to dry. Best done in an outhouse
or held where the smell of paraﬃn will not
be oﬀensive.
There are probably more technical methods,
but this one works for me.

Jack Raglan (4803)
IDEAS EXCHANGE
The Editor’s idea of pooling members’
knowledge and making it available to all in
the BPS reminded me of a thought I had
someme back on the subject. Would it be
possible to include this informaon in the
List of Members?
The details of each member’s prinng
methods, equipment and willingness to
pass on their knowledge could be tacked
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onto the present Member’s List entries. A
request form asking for these details could
be sent to each member. Sending back
the form would of course be voluntary.
Perhaps a summary under such headings
as “Typese+ng”, “Leerpress Machines”,
“Litho Machines” etc, plus any other skills
would speed up the search.

Jack Raglan (4803)
MIRACLE WASH!
Dear Editor, reading over your well pracced
method of cleaning metal type, ﬁlled me
with the know how to appraise my own
blackened examples. Being a regular visitor
to eBay for Prinng Equipment, there is
o<en no guarantee, based on a thumbnail
or two, what age or use has previously been
established with a used fount. So... with a
few dry-ink imbrued examples in mind, I
troed oﬀ to Barnes department store for
the bare essenals.
Some of the solvent based wash up liquids
I have used in the past required respiratory
masks to use safely indoors and did
not appear to have much aﬀect freeing
ingrained-on-stains with an overnight
soaking. However, the causc soda
deﬁnitely did! Measuring 160 to 200gsm of
causc soda granules into a litre of tepid tap
water proved the ideal cleaning strength.
Hands 'mied' and brush at the ready, each
and every sort was given the aenon my
dental hygienist would be proud of! I did
note a residual silky ﬁlm on the lead that
took two to three liquid detergent washes
to vanquish. With combinaon borders
planned for next bank holiday, this proved a
most sasfactory outcome.

Giles Edwards (10659)

D
DI
I ARY
ARY
3rd June ........... Maidenhead Branch
Anke Ueberberg, Reading
28th June ......... Essex Branch Roadshow
The Waing Room. St Botolphs, Col.
8th July............. Maidenhead Branch
Paul Hatcher, Woodley
12th July........... Essex Branch
Gwen Harper, Wickford
19th July ............ Essex Branch
Pat Walker, The Aspen Press, Orford
31st July ............ South Wales Branch
Inial suggeson to cancel this meeng
due to holidays—please comment.
2nd August ........ Essex Branch
Alan Brignull—The Hedgehog Press,
Adanaland, Wivenhoe
3rd August ......... Maidenhead Branch
Barry Gilbert, Aernoon BBQ, Reading
[...] The base is similar to the Pearl one having
the socket on the right for an ink plate but has
a curve at the front similar to the Victor No 1.
The Pearl would have a year date in the base
casng on the le< and the Victor had 'Victor
No 1' in the casng on the right. This press
has a short main sha< whereas the Pearl has a
longer one to take a pulley wheel.
George Webb (5265) writes: I think the
press is a Victor, probably an 8x5, undergoing
restoraon because there are bits missing.
I began by thinking it was a Peerless
(manufactured by the Cropper, Charlton
company) because the detail on the back of the
platen are correct and the details of the foot
pedal are right. But the spokes on the ﬂywheel
in your photograph are backwards (unless
someone has put the ﬂywheel on the wrong
way round). So, I will sele on the Victor.

13th-14th Sept .. Essex Branch Roadshow
Essex Country Show, Barleylands,
Billericay
25th Sept ........... South Wales Branch
Planning meeng for 2015

 
 
If you are new to the Society and want to ﬁnd out
about your local Branch, or if you want to start up
a new Branch in your area, please contact:

Bob Edwards Tel: 01252 615439 or
email: vicepresident@bpsnet.org.uk

GROW A BRANCH
IN YOUR AREA !
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These are Dra Minutes. They will be agreed
by the Society at the Annual General Meeng
in April 2015.
Present: Chris Green President in the chair
and 36 members in aendance. The President
welcomed members to the 2014 Annual
General Meeng and thanked the members
of Dorset Branch for organising a successful
weekend.
1. Apologies for absence
Apologies had been received from seven
members. Members stood in silence in
memory of Donald Howells and Muriel
Smallwood who had died since the 2013 AGM.
As this year is the 70th Anniversary of the
founding of the Society members were asked
to remember any other members who had
passed away known to them.
2. Minutes of the Annual General
Meeting held on 13th April 2013 at
the Holiday Inn, Colchester
It was proposed that these Minutes be
adopted as a true record of the 2013 AGM.
Proposed by Pat Swadling and Seconded by
Dorothy Sydenham. Carried.
3. Matters arising from the Minutes
There were no maers arising.

more me to digest the ﬁgures, in future the
accounts be made available prior to the AGM.
Proposed by Gwen Harper and Seconded by Liz
Nelson. Carried.
6. Annual Subscription for 2014/15
The Treasurer explained that the accounts
in the coming year are likely to produce a
small deﬁcit but that with the present state of
funds this could be acceptable for one year.
The Execuve Council had agreed that the
subscripon would remain unchanged at £27
(£42 for Overseas Members).
7. Appointment of Independent
Examiner
Michael Lewis was willing to connue as
Independent Examiner and it was proposed
that he be reappointed.
This was accepted unopposed.
8. Election of Honorary Members
It was the recommendaon of the Execuve
Council that Dorothy Sydenham, Jean and
Ron Watson be re-elected for a further three
years. In addion the Execuve Council
asked the meeng to agree to adding Mrs Liz
Nelson MBE and Roderic Findlay as Honorary
Members for three years.
This was accepted with acclamaon.

4. The Annual Report of the Society
for 2013
This had been published in the March 2014
edion of Small Printer.

9. Election of Executive Council for
2014/15
The following nominaons had been received:
(see chart, next page).

5. Accounts and Balance Sheet for
2013
The accounts, which had been printed in
the AGM booklet were presented by the
Treasurer who then answered quesons. It
was suggested that in order to give members

No nominaons had been received for
Councillor and in accordance with Rule 24,
the EC had agreed to appoint the following as
Councillors: Paul Hatcher, Jean Watson and
Ron Watson.
These appointments were agreed
unanimously.
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Any other business:
Liz Nelson thanked
the EC for all the
work that they
put in year a<er
year and for Small
Printer that was
excellent now that
it was in full colour.
The President explained that Len Friend and
Roderic Findlay had decided not to seek
re-elecon. They were both thanked for the
work they had put into being a Councillor for
many years.
In addion to these nominaons the Execuve
Council will include:
• A representave from the 2013 Convenon
(to present the ﬁnal accounts)
• A representave from the 2014 Convenon
10. Future Conventions
10.1 Convenon 2015 would be in Montrose
(a change from last year's Minutes) and run
by the Scotland Branch. John Easson and Tim
Honnor gave a brief outline.
No branch had yet made an oﬀer for any future
Convenons.
11. Closing remarks
Due to the fact that several people were unable
to aend the Dinner or stay a<er, the President
made the following presentaons:
Beatrice Ward Trophy ....... Ron Prosser
President’s Award............. Mrs Liz Nelson MBE
Ron Prosser then made presentaons on behalf
of the Publishing Group:
Publishing Group Cup ....... Alan Brignall
Publishing Group Award ... Peter White.
The President said that Tony Jewell had done
an excellent job of Adversing Manager. He
now wished to relinquish the post. If anyone
was interested in taking over, speak to Tony or
the President.

Pat Swadling
echoed Liz Nelson’s words and thanked Tim
Honnor, Giles Edwards and Kim Lowe for the
excellent work that they have done with Small
Printer.
Tin Honnor thanked them for their comments
and asked if members could supply arcles or
leers to publish.
A queson was raised if Small Printer could
be sent by email. It was said that the EC had
discussed this a number of mes and being a
Prinng Society felt that the magazine should
be in paper form. It was possible to put back
issues in the members area of the website.
A queson was also asked for an index of
arcles going back to the beginning to go on
the website.
There being no further business the meeng
closed at 16.33hrs.

LETTERPRESS POLYMER
BLOCKMAKING
24 Hour service. SAE for brochure to:

Peacock, 6 William Street,
Berkhamstead, Herts. HP4 2EL
Tel. 01442 872956
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LETTERPRESS
EQUIPMENT WANTED
Adana 8x5's or similar
also type
CAS H ON N
IO
COLLECT

S.E.England Area

0844 4484386

MEMBERSHIP
 :
10736 SMITH, Mr D. Vivid Laminang
Technologies Limited, St George’s House,
Whitwick Road, Coalville. LE67 3FA
10737 CATTERMOUL, Mr A. 7 Mays Lane,
Avening, Tetbury, Gloucestershire. GL8 8NX
    :
10698 ANDRESS, Ms C. 15 Park Coages,
The Street, Gosﬁeld, Halstead. CO9 1TJ
  :
6838 Mrs D. Sydenham | 10149 Mr M. Heath

SMALL ADS
  :
Twenty trays of type of diﬀerent sizes,
wooden furniture etc. available free of charge
to someone who will take the lot. Also an
Ideal hand guillone, just working but needs
reassembly. Heavy to handle. David Huxtable
(8002), Chichester. Telephone: 01243 783663,
email: david.huxtable@homecall.co.uk

RISOGRAPH DIGITAL PRINTER
SIMPLE – FAST – COST-EFFECTIVE
New & Refurbished Machines always available
SERVICE – INK – MASTERS

T

02380 330611 E sales@appleoffice.co.uk
www.appleoffice.co.uk

COLOUR
COPIERS
ALWAYS
AVAILABLE
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All Founders Type: Spartan 5/6 , 6pt, 10 pt &
12pt Large and Small Faces. 12 Galleys, 2< 7"
with farly old cabinet. Several large galleys.
4 Double cases of brass, leads and furniture.
Please come and have a look; Paul Davies,
70 Benmead Road, Kidlington, OX5 2AX.
Telephone 01865 373633 or email
pauldavies@waitrose.com for appointment.
Pantone formula ink mixing scales, will tell
you what colours to mix and weigh them to
produce the correct Pantone colour. £250.
Contact: Dave Bender T-01708458100 or
email-daveyblue5@hotmail.co.uk.
Thompson Auto Platen: Pack of rubber sucon
caps for feeder bar. Free to good home, will
post. Contact: Jack Raglan on 01434 321743.

BPS INTERNET NEWS
MEMBERS are registering themselves on our
new Forum and posng new topics or joining
exisng ones. To be successful we need even
more acvity, so please register today, start
posng, and get to know your fellow
members.
hp://www.bpsnet.org.uk/forum
/index.php
The Society now has a Facebook page, keep up
to date with Society news by vising regularly.
If you have your own page
add us to your favourites
and let us know so we can
reciprocate.
hp://www.
facebook.com/
BrishPrinngSociety

?hkma^;ILIn[eb\bmrE^ZÌ^mZg]
F^f[^klabi:iieb\Zmbhg?hkf3
M^e^iahg^)*/+*1*1,,0^fZbein[eb\bmr9[ilg^m'hk`'nd
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